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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
pm., and read prayers.

URGENCY MOTION-TRAFFIC ACT.

Motor Taxi Routes.

Mr. SPEAKER: I have received the fol-
lowing letter from the member for Clare-
mont (Mr. North) :

Dear Sir, I desire to move the adjourn-
ment of the Rouse this afternoon under
-Standing Order 47 in order to debate a defin-
ite matter of urgent public importance,
namely, the suspension of the North Cottesloil
to Perth taxi service. Yours faithfully,
Charles North.

It will be necessary for seven members to,
rise in their placc..

Seven members having risen,

MR. NORTH (Claremont) [4.35]: 1
move-

That the House do now adjourn.

This matter has been before the Press for
many months. I sin taking action this after-
noon particularly because of the statement
of the Minister for Works as reported in
the Press as follows:-

The effect of the decision of the Legisla-
tive Council to disallow the regulation of the
Traffic Act canl be summed up under three
headings. First, it will deprive the Cottes-
lop people of a taxi-omnibus service; secondly,
it will prevent those who were engaged in this
business from continuing; thirdly, it will cost
the State more money to administer the Act.
The decision has no legal effect so far as
the Fremantle taxi service is concerned, because
the time in which objections to the regulations
must be taken had Expired some weeks before
notice to move was given.
According to this statement it is the opinion
of the Minister that, by reason of the dis-
allowance last week by the Legislative Coun-
cil of the motor taxi regulations, the people
of Cottesloc have been deprived of their taxi
service from Perth. That is the real reason

why I am bringing forward this motion
to-day. I want the House to learn the posi-
tion that has arisen, to deal with it, and take
the necessary action to restore the service,
and the confidence of thle people in the ad-
mninistration of the (Th-artment upon the
question generally. This taxi route question
has far too long been the shuttlecock between
the Routes Advisory Committee and the
Press. We have had long articles in the
papers for many months, there have been
public protests, and complaints in Parlia-
ment. I have brought the matter up over
and over again, on tile Address-in-reply and
on other occasions. I have also asked ques-
tions about it. I feel there has been too
much time wasted on the part of members,
and the Press and the public generally, in
raising difficulties which Deed not have ex-
isted. The route from North Cottesloe to
Perth has been in openittion for nearly 12
months. That route came into being by rea-
son of the failure of the Routes Advisory
Committee to grant a local bun service from
Cottesloe to Perth. The board were within
their rights, as was also the Minister, in de-
ciding that such a route should not be op-
erated. The opinion of the department was
that there was no need for a direct transport
service between that part of Cottesloe and
Perth. The people of the district then tried
other means to obtain a direct transport ser-
vice to the city. At the time the Minister foi-
Works was limiting taxis to the main Perth-
Premantle-road, some seven or eight drivers,
instigated by local feeling and the public
need for a Service, opened up this route be-
tween the outer districts of Cottesloe and the
city, with a, terminus in St. George's-terrace.
No objection could have been taken at the
time to this action by the (iovernment, for the
motor bus definition did not apply to taxis.
They had every right to run os they were
doing. Later on, however, the Government
enforced their provisions whereby all taxis
became buses. Then began the persecution
against this particular run. I do not defin-
itely charge the Minister for Works, or the
Routes Advipory Committee, or Inspector
Hunter with being the cause of the trouble
that has occurred. I only desire to ventilate
this trouble, and to show that the men have
been harassed in many directions. They
have continually been moved from pillar to
post, and from one route to another. For a
period of nearly eight months they had no
route at all. It may be said there was no
need for the service. Onl the other band-,
applications were constantly made in the



1508 [ASSEMBLY.]

proper manner through the routes committee
for a route. The Minister himself was not
able to deal with these matters, and every-
thing was referred to members of the
committee. Application was made for
the route wvhich these taxi drivers began
to operate about 12 months ago. I am not
sure that the application was ever replied
to. Whether or not that is so, both then
and since, from what has appeared in the
Press, and from what has been said on the
public platform and elsewhere, it has been
obvious to the Routes Advisory Committee
that the route required by the pioneers of
the service was the route that the residents
of the district concerned demanded. Never
have the people been able to get from the
committee the route they patronised. During
the early part of the session a route was
gazetted. This route became the laughing-
stock of the Press. it had no more connec-
tion with that which was being run on corn-
Therein! lines by the service than the man in
the moon had to do with cheese. Tt was
decided upon, I think, without any direct
information being obtained from the local
governing bodies concerned. I am informed
that the member of the local governing
bodie on that committee, during the time
the route was being drawn up, was away in
the North-West. WMen the route was
gazetted early in this session, the regulations
governing the route were very properly dis-
allowved in the Upper House. This was not
done because another place desired to throw
cold water on the service, or to interfere
with the wvorking of the committee or the ad-
nministr-ation of the Minister under the Act.
It was done because no other course was
open to that Chamber to deal with the posi-
tion that had arisen, whereby the board had
laid down a route that was; quite useless to
those concerned. Further evidence was taken.
I am told that the mayor of Cottesloe went
to the Routes Advisor" Committee to en-
deavour to obtain the correct route in place
of that which had been disamllowed. On that
occasion the mayor, who was not able to
speak for the Perth end of the route, gave
evidence in regard to his own district. I anm
gla~d to say, that the committee on that oc-
onion were able, to gazette a route that was
perfectly satisfactory to Cottesloe. 'When,
however, it came to the question of the ter-
minus and, the route followed, after it left
the Claremont district, a second route was
gazetted that was as useless as the first.
The committee laid down that the taxis

should leave at Wellington-street by the mar-
kets. This is a badly lighted street, and it is
well known that drunks and women of ill-
fame wander all over that part of the city
at night. it is very galling to the people of
the districts concerned to see a service
gazetted which suits them for the most part,
but having a sting in the tail, It is like giv-
ing a mnan a cheque and cutting out the

signature. They werec granted the route they
had been asking for after 12 months of pro-
tests, public meetings and tirades in the
Press, but there wvas the sting in the tail,
namiely, Wellington-street as the terminus.
The objection to the new route, which led to
the second regulations being disallowed, and
to my taking up the time of the House this
afternoon in dealing with the matter, was
that Wellington-street was fixed upon as
the terminus. The mayor of Cottes-
loe made a statement in the Press
last week showing what an unsatis-
factory terminus that was for the route.
Neither the Routes Advisory Committee nor
the Minister had to grope in the dark to
find out the needs of the service. If they
had made a search at all there would have
been no need for the tirade of abuse, and
the general complaints that followed on the
choice of the second route. Everyone knew
that the old route had been followed by the
taxis for 12 months. The public knew and
the committee knew. An application had
been made for it, and has since been made
for it. Public meetings have been held. All
these rumours cannot flit about in the dark.
The newvs must have reached those concerned.
There must have been some strong reason
wvly the authorities took the action they
did. The reason was that the Minister was
evidently of the opinion that Perth should
remain forever a deserted city, a place of
the dead, that our main street, St. George's-
terrace, one of the finest streets in the Corn-
monweaith, should forever be a sort of mon-
ument of quietude and peace, and should re-
tain about it the atmosphere of 80 or 90
years ago, and remain in slumber. In great
streets like those of New York and London,
and the Champs Elysee in Paris, the author-
ities are only too pleased to use those
thoroughfares for motor traffic. It is
a poor lookout for Perth that we
should have a Minister who thinks we should
have a deserted city. St. George's-terrace
i% a magnificent avenue, and greatly imi-
presses visitors. One visitor came to Perth
a few months ago from abroad. He Said
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that Perth was a beautiful city and beauti-
fully situated, but that every day was like
Sunday. Instead of having a street to be
proud of, filled with lively bustling traffic,
everything on wheels has been driven
out of it except a few old derelict
cars that have their stands in the
terrace because they happen to belong
to business men who use them during the day.

The Premier: Fancy talking about that
type of ear standing outside offices in the
city-derelict cars!

Mr. NORTH: I1 will take that back and
merely say that cars are standing there.

Mr. Mann: Let the statement stand.
MAr. NORTH: No, I thank the Premier

for [be corretion. A comparatively short
time ago the Premier returned from a visit
to some of the big cities of the world. When
he came back to Perth he must have been
struck with the church-like appearance of
our streets. Here because two or three
motor buses appeal on [lie road the authori-
ties come along a','1 say, "Out you go! The
idea of buses and cars appearing on our
thorough~fares! Let us polish the streets so
that we can see our faces in them, hut let
us have no [raffic on them." The thing is
ridiculous. No Minister, hoard or any local
authority can much longer (-hampion such
a condition of affairs, nor eon they any
longer condem-n people who desire to trawrl
by taxis to stand in some hack street among
the purieus, the riff-raff and prostitutes of
the city.

The Minister for Railways: That is Dot
right.

Mr. NORTH: Here I have a statement
made by the chief citizen of Cottesloe.

The Premier: He is not always right.
Mr. NORTH: We are entitled to take the

word of a leading citizen like the Mayor of
Cottesloe.

Hon Sir James Mitchell: Of course you
are. and he is hacked by the opinion of the
people.

Mr. NORTH: In a statement published
in the Press on Friday he said-

On the first Satimyday night of the operation
of the Wellington-street stand I saw 14 drun-
ken and semi-drunken men ad women be-
tween Williamstreet and the taxi-cars, of
whom 11 were foreigners. On the second
Saturday night nine ''drunks'' wre encoun-
tered.

The Premier: We all read that.
MT. NORTH: That is the mayor's state-

ment. As a matter of fact, the Mayoress
of Cottesloe. herself was accosted three or

four nights ago while waiting for a taxi.
That was nearly a month after the regula-
tions bad been gazetted, during which time
the police had had ample opportunity to
clear up this trouble. The only possible
conclusion that can he arrived at by, the
unfortunate returned soldiers who have
operated over the old route for 12 months is
that although they have been following the
route chosen by the Mayor of Cottesloc and
endorsed by the local authorities, yet the
powers that be have said to them that they
must start from some back street, wvber4
girls cannot w~ait for motors without being
asked to go home with louts who lounge
around the streets.

The Minister for Railways: That is not
true.

Mr. NORTH: T cannot bring the girls to
this Charnber to make their statements on
oath, hut can merely give the House the
information that I have. This question,
which is really a little one, should have been
settled by the people concerned quite easily.
The Minister should give the taxi drivers
the right to use the route they have pion-
eered for many months, because they
did so when requested at first to serve
a district that badly required some such
convenience. At thsat time there were no
regulations gazetted to kill their operations.
Now, however, we are accustomed to see
headlines in the papers, and the reports set
out that from that day henceforth the Cot-
tesloe sen'iees must he operated from some-
where else.

The Minister- for Works: You are exag-
gerating now.

Mr. NORTH: Those who are in charge
of this department do not appear to realise
that taxi drivers cannot drive up and down
the street in order to fill their cars with
p)assengers so that they may transact their
business. Taxi driving must be a commer-
cial proposition, just as Foy & Gibson's or
Bonn BrTos. must be. It would be just as
logical to send Foy & Gibson, for instance,
to some hack street in TLeederville and in-
4ruet the fixrm to earny on their business
there, as to expect the taxi drivens to ply
over some back streets and expect them to
be able to do so at a profit.

Mr. Davy, - o the Government wvant the
taxis to pays

Mr. NORTH: Tt is hard to knowr what is
at the bottom of it all. I speak purely aq
a r-epresentative of the people who have
become accustomed to a service that is now
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held up. To show how things are progress-
ig and the panic-stricken state of affairs
that obtains in the traffic department, I will
quote one instance. One of the returned
soldiers who did not take out a license -under
the ]ast regulation, whereby the taxi drivers
were charged £10 10s., encountered trouble.
What happened was that half of the drivers
using the route paid for their licenses and
the others did not. The idea was that three
or four would keep going one way and if
they were stopped, the others would be able
to continue.

The Minister for Works: Why not say
plainly that they set out to defy the law?

Mr. Mann: Why should they?
Mr. NORTH: I will come to that phase

of the question. Here I have a license that
was granted a dlay or two after the latest
regulations were disallowed. That will illus-
trate to hon. members the extraordinary
state of affairs that obtains in the traffic
department. The license is dated the 1st
August, 1027-but that does not seem to be
the right date!

The Minister for Railways: No, it is not.
Mr. NORTH: The fact is, however, that

the license was granted a day or two after
the regulations were disallowed. We know
it was said during the early stages that these
unfortunate drivers 've competing- with,
the railways.

The Minister for Railways: Are you aur3
of your facts?

Mr. NORTH: Yes. 1 was giving an in-
stance to show what has been happening.
Despite the fact that this license was issued
after the regulations had been disallowed, a
driver was "pinched," to put it vulgarly,
for driving his car on the route prescribed
on his license, under regulations which have
now been disallowed. There is the position
The police go round taking names, forcing
people to resort to back roads and making
the drivers take nut licenses, and yet the
drivens are prosecuted fo-r running over
routes set out on their licenses. In effect,
they are told that they cannot run ovei
the route prescribed, as., I have indicated,
and they have to put their cars in the
shed. Some of the men have paid
£40 or £45 in 12 months in order to.
provide the people of Cottesloc with a ser-
vice. Most of those people live 20 ndinutces
away from the railways. The motor service
was established to serve districts a long is-
tance from the railways and has proved a
boon. Without saying anything disparag-

jag regarding the ]uotor bus service or any
other service, it is at most extraordinary corn-
tuentary on the present state of affairs when
hon. members realise the onslaught made by
the Minister, or sorneonc, else-I do not
know who it is--on these unfortunate
men. It is not because the routes I
refer to compete with thr railways;. Those
rontes are along the railway line. The ser-
vices are those provided by the chiarabanes,
and the Alpine taxis. They may be said
to be in competition wvith the railways. T
can understand sonic objection being taken
to them, but the chatrabanes are as good as
gold!I They are not be5. interfered with.
I realise the good service that has been ren-
dered by the buses, but I should have thought
that if any motor traffic were to be regarded
as in competition with the railways, it would
be the motors running along the main roads.
I would mention the "Westralia" bus ser-
vice that runs round the outskirts of Buck-
land Hill. We had to fight for months for
that service and had to go to court about it.
At last the route was gazetted. An on-
slaught was being made on a service that
would convenience people liviug more. than
20 minutes away from the nearest railway
service. Simiilarly, tile service that is the
cause of all the trouble to-day and with
which T am dealing specifically, is one to
serve residents who live a long way from th-
railways and the main motor services. Take
the existing conveniences away fron the
residents of Qottesloc and they must walk
long distances to the train. Take away the
Alpine taxis and the eharabanes, and we -will
feed the railwaysk. But how different their
position is to that of the 'residents of Buck-
land Hill and of Cotteslopc, who live, in many
instances, more than 25 minutes away from
the railway! 'If they are to have any service
ait al, it must be the one that is being har.-
assed at present. If it is taken away the
housewives will have to remain at home and
wvill not be able to go to the city to engage
in shopping. I am aware that there are
difficulties in connection with the problem.
The Government deal with major matters of
State import and this3 is a small side-
issue. I would remind the Government of
the story told by Uncle Remus to the little
boy. It was about the concourse of animals
that had gathered together in conclave. After
a while the elephant started shuffling about
and trod on a crayfish. The latter was only
a small thing and did not matter, so the con-
ference proceeded. A little while later the
elephant again shuffled about aind trampled
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upon another crayfish. Then, as Uncle
Remus told the boy, the rest of the crayfish
saw red and they burrowed down into the
bowels of the earth andl brought forth the
flood! There is a lesson to be drawn from
that, and if the present condition of affairs
affronts public opinion much longer, there
will be a flood. Whether it will mean throw-
ing out the Government, I act not lnow, bat
something solid will be done. I raised this
question prior to the last elections and saw
the Minister himself. I told him of the eras,
perated feeling that existedl in my electorate
about the way the taxis wore being harassed.
He was good enough to postpone the ques-
tion for some months, and I appreciate the
action he took on that ocrasion, which en-
abled the people of Cottesloe to value the
service they had. Thus, when the present
effrontery started with somebody draw-
ing an absurd route over a map in the office,
public feeling was stirrel still more. They
objected to the taxi driver.- laving to abandon
the convenient service they had been main-
taining in favour of a route over which they
could not earn five hob. The men honestly
feel that an injustice has liven done to them.
They have endeavoured to follow the new
route and the experience has nearly muined
some of them. Some had to give a bill of
sale over their furniture rn order to pay the
ten guineas, the imposition of which wvas
thrust upon them under the recent regula-
tions. Those men have betec nearly ruined
by being forced to operate over a non-payin 'g
route. Others, who could afford to pay the
impost, did so, while some could not pay the
amount at all. Our chief duty is not to the,
taxi drivers as such, but to the people as a
whole. Why should the wage earners and
breadwinners, as well as others who do not
own their own cars be putoibed and penalised
As they have been under the Traffic Depart-
mrent's regulatioinst Why should these taxi
drivers be told that they shall not run some-
where, hut must drivet over some other route.
only to he told in the following- week that
they must run somewhere else? This has,
actually been done. During the trouble re-
gulations were published in the Press and
many people, who were not in a position to
know what those regulations really signified,
thought that the publication mount that the
new routes were to apply straight away.
Others who knew what they meant, were able
to operate on the old -routes until the new
regulations ca-me into force. I do not wish
to delay the House unduly because I thik

hion. members have read the reports that
have appeared in the newspapers and they
wilt have a rasp of the position. All that
is asked is an assurance from the Minister
that he will have the injustices I1 have men-
tioned remedied as soon as possible, so that
the seven returned soldiers, nearly all of
whom are unable to earn a living at pick and
shovel work owing to disabilities arising out
of the war, may again be able to earn a
living, for which they are paying upwards
of £35 a year already in licenses and fees.
If the Minister will give mc that assurance,
I will have much pleasure in with-
drawing the motion, If he is deter-
mined, however, to use a phrase of his,
to vigorously maintain the law, it will be
different. He may say that in the Eastern
States the authorities have crushed the taxis
and that he will do so here as well. In my
opinion that will not he a good line to take,
It may not prove a good line in the Eastern
States. We know that 100 Years ago the
workers smashed machinery because they
considered it was not wanted. Are we to
smash every new form of transport, because
the railways may be adversely affected by
seven unfortunate returned soldiers who are
driviog a few people to Perth on a hot day?
The thing is out of all proportion. The
Premier expressed the view some time ago-
and I think hon. members were inclined to
support himi-that we had £20,000,000
tied up in our railways and therefore
all other forms of transport were viewed
with suspicion and should be controlled.
Of course it must be, but we can carry that
too far. Parliament, having got that view
well rammed into it, passed the Traffic Act
Amendment Bill, giving the Minister power
to regulate routes and limit vehicles. But
the reason why those routes were disallowed
in another place was because they were not
practicable. The evidence obtained by the
board and influenced by Inspector Hunter
was not evidence justifying the commercial
aspects of the running question. We must
allow business to find its own level, and, we
must respect the rights of the public, who
pay the taxes. Even if the railways are to
lose a couple of hundred pounds per annum
because of these services, the loss is the tax-
payers' arnd it is the taxpayers, not the
Routes Advisory Committee, that sent us
here. So we cannot lay it down as a thesis
that because the railwnyR: are a public
utility they must for all time curb this new
form of transport. The second principle
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is on the question of law and order. Of
course it is a good ruling principle that the
Government are supreme and must be
obeyed, and that these unruly drivers can-
not play fast and loose with the regulations.
But when wve passed the amending Act giv-
ing the Minister power to regulate mutes
and limit vehicles, surely we assumed that
he would act upon the evidence of the
people who use the routes. We did not ex-
pect him to take the power given him by
the House to mean that simply by giving an
order he could say "Frame a route that is
non-paying and will result in the ruin of
these men." It may not be realised that
these Cottesloc taxi men are nearly ruined
by the new regulations. They went to Wel-
lington-street and they kept to the route.
I advised them to obey the law and give the
Government an opportunity to amend their
grievances. For a month they have done
that. They have seen their girl patrons in-
sulted-some of them have gone home in
tears to their mothers-by louts accosting
them at the terminal point given by the
committee. The men have. lost their busi-
ness and some of them have had to mnort-
gage their furniture to find the tea guineas
over and above the weekly money they earn
on a run not worth more than 8s. or 9s.
On the principle of law and order we can-
not expect the taxi men or the public to
support regulations that aire in defiance of
the existing routes demanded by the people.
We did not hold in Claremont and Cottes-
boe two large meetings merely for fun. We
showed the Government what we wanted,
and all we got back was no route at all
for several months, and ini thme end two im-
possible routes that were promptly disal-
lowed by another place. It is a striking
fact that a member who supports the Gov-
ernment took the necessary steps to move
in that matter. That should show the Gov-
ernment that up to the present it hais not
been a political question, hut a question of
the rights of the people. The third and
last point I wish to make is an appeal to
the Government's sense of fair play. These
taxi men have not had a fair run. They
have been harried from pillar to post. They
have had the police on their tracks the
whole time over little thing" not worth talk-
ing about, things such as the right to pick
up passengers and put them down, and
overcrowding-everything under the sun
has been declared to be wrong.

The 'Minister for Works: Absolute non-
sense!

The Minister for Railways: Why not
Jput up your ease fairly't

Mr. NORTH: I am doing so. The whole
matter could be so easiif remedied. It
would not take live minutes if the Minister
were to say "Seven taxi mn have paid their
licenses, or will do so. We now know the
case. We are not going to have any more
trouble. We will let themn run on a route
improved at great expense by the local au-
thorities." The moment the local authori-
ties spent the money making good the
routes, they had to turn attention to some
new route at the behest of the Routes Ad-
visory Committee. That is not good. The
people feel they have no routes at all.
There are 24,000 people in my electorate.
It is not their fault that they have only
me, a poor back-bencher, to get up here and
speak for them. Probably there are in my
electorate as many people as are repre-
sented by so many of the Cabinet as occupy
the front bench. If we had proper repre-
sentation my electors would not have to
rely upon one voice.

The Premier: You are making wild ex-
aggerations.

Mr. NORTH: If we had a redistribu-
tion of seats, my eletors would have at
least two members, perhans snore. Yet we
are advised to respect law and order, when
the people know they have not their proper
representation in Parliament, and, cannot
get the speaking power they need.

The Premier: If evetv other section had
the same power as they have, I do not know
where wve would be.

Mr. NORTH: At prescnt there is only
one member to speak for 24,000 people. I
defy the Government to put up any in-
stances of dangerous driving on the part of
the taxi men, or overcrowding, or obstruc-
tion in the streets, at all events before the
men were harried about as they have been.
T have taken the liberty of moving the ad-
journment in order to briing this matter be-
fore the Government. I merely want to
have it settled and to allow the taxi men to
earn their living in a peaceful way. They
are returned soldiers, men who, for the most
part, are unable to earn a living with pick
and shovel. One has a wife and six child-
ren and can scarcely carry on. He has
given good service and stuck to his guns
through all sorts of perpetutions for 12
months. I ask the Minister to give these
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men justice and to take the matter in hand
personally and override his committee and
others, who would ha ve the whole
place a deserted village of the dead, and
would drive all traffic out into the bush. I
plead that these men be allowed to earn
their living in the manner they are entitled
to do.

MR. SLEEMAN (Fremantle) [5.9]: 1
amt prepared to add my word of protest to
what has beenr said. I want the hon. mein-
her who moved the motion to understand
that if he puts it to the vote I shall he unable
to vote for it. But I would] be lacking in my
duty if I did not do what I could to draw
attention to the way in which these taxi
men have been treated during the last few
ninths. We have had them moved about all
over the place, their routes altered and their
terminal points shifted from one street to
another. We have had them taken from
William Street, Fremantle, to one side of
Queen Street, then back to William Street,
and back again to the other side of Queen-
street. Before the Traffic Act Amendment
Bill was introduced, the Alpine Taxi people
]had a conference with the Minister and
asked him to impose a restriction on the
number of vehicles plying on the route. After
the Bill was passed, they again saw the Min-
ister, who said the desired restriction would
lie made. The maximum number of cars
to be allowed on the routes were those taxis
the owners of which could satisfy the Com-
missioner of Police that they had plied
continuously on the Pertb-Fremantle-
road prior to the 1st September, 1926.
When the Minister moved the second
reading of the Bill, he spoke in fav-
our of restricting the number of vehicles,
and pointed out the dangers to the publie
for want of such restriction, and the precari-
ous living the men upon the run were mak-
ing while no restriction was imposed.
And the regulations subst',Iuently gazetted
imposed a limitation. Those regulations
went right through, although another
place objected to certain of them. After
those regulations were gazetted, the Min-
ister was approached by the taxi people,
and he promised to suspend the regulations
for the time being. That was dlone. Later
new regulations were gazetted, after the taxi
people had waited for some considerable
time. Then thoqe regulations were disallowed
by another place. Still Inter, new regula-
tions were gazetted, but again another place

disallowed them. At present, the men driv-
ing the taxi ears operating on that route
have to work from 12 to k hours per day.
With anything like a resonable restriction
such as was proposed when the Bill went
through, and in the regulations of the 14th
January, the industrial conditions of the
drivers would be considerably improved,
and they think it would even be possible for
the drivers on that run to work only eight
hours per day. On 22ad September new
regulations were put up repealing the ear-
lier regulations, which provided for limita-
tion and which the department said were
ultra vrms. If they were ultra vires, where
was the necessity for the regulations of the
22nd September, repealing them? I think it
was merely a legal quibble, and that if we
were to go to some of the K.C's. in Perth
we should get a different ruling from that
given by the department. There is also the
matter of the Fremantle terminal point.
The present terminus is most dangerous.
The taxis have to proceed down Adelaide-
skreet and take a right hand turn into
Queen-street. While Williamn-street may not
have been all that could be desired, the
present terminus is much more dangerous.
And, under the regulations, the charries
have been shifted to Queen-rtreet and thence
into Short-street, one of the most dangerous
streets for eharrips in all Fremantle. The
vehicles, in order to turn round, have to
get right over to the wrong side of the road.
But while the taxi men arc. struggling for
a living-some of them cannot raise enough
to pay their instalments on their curs--the
charries have been enjoying a relatively
quiet time. This is largely due to the fact
that they- are fortunate enough to have a
representative on the Routes Advisory
Committee, whereas the poor taxi men en-
joy no such privilege. It was stated in an-
other place when the' department were put-
flag up their case that the Fremnantle coun-
cil were in favour of the Queen-street ter-
minal. I have made it my business to in-
quire, and I find that is not so. Far from
it. A couple of years ago the Fremantle
council found it necessary to get a Bill
through Parliament to enable them to re-
sume property in order to make Queen-
street. They made Queen-street at a cost
of seven thousands pounds. and the traffic
department now take charge of it and use
it as the terminal point for the taxi cars.
I am informed by the town clerk of Fre-
mantle that the council as a bod-do not
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favour the use of Queen-street as a ter-
minal point. After the taxis were shifted
from William-street to Queen-street the
municipal council passedl a by-lawv making
two stands in William-street for taxi cars.
The council, of course, Lad no power to
fix routes, but they were so much in sym-
pathy with the taxi owners using William-
street that they provided two stands there.
The council bitterly complained that, al-
though a communication was sent to the
Public Works Department on the 23rd Sep-
tember, they have been ignored in that they
have not received an answer. Any local
governing body should be consulted in the
fixing of terminal points within its boun-
daries. I believe the Perth Cit Council
have been consulted, and it is only right
that the Fremnantle council should be con-
sulted. A few days ago I introduced to
the Minister a deputation that included the
mayor and Councillor Sumpton. The mayor
said that if the Government insisted on
using Queen-street as a terminal point, they
should allow not more than two card to be
there at a time. He added that after the
council had spent £7,000 to make a new
street in order to relieve thc, congestion, the
department had no right to take charge of
the street and fill it with taxi cars. As the
member for Claremont said, I believe the
whole thing could be fixed up in a few
minutes at a round-table conference. There
is not much outstanding between the various
parties and the question miust be brought
to a head sooner or later.

Mr. North: That is so-

Mr. SLEEMAN: There is another ques-
tion affecting the use of Mfount's Bay-road.
The taxis turn lip Thomas-street, a road
that is very dangerous on ing to the fact
that, with the tramway on one side, people
going in a westerly direction have no chance
of passing the trains on the right side, but
have to pull around to even stop to allow
the taxis coming from Ccttesloe to pass.
The road is not only dangerous, but is
rough on tyres, and very few cars will use
the road as a matter of choice. While hard
working people of Perth and suburbs are
deprived of the use of taxis on the Mount's
flay-road, huge lumbering Vehicles ar"
allowed to use it. I hope sweet reasonable-
ness will preva and that a round-table con-
ference will be arranged so that the matters
in dispute may be amicably settled.

HON. SIR JAMES MITCHELL (Nor-
thamn) (5.19]: We have beard an excellent
speech from the member for Claremont and
an excellent speech from the member for
Fremantle.

The Premier: It is the first time that, in
your opinion, the member for Fremantle
has made an excellent speech.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: No, I
think be often does. He used very strong
language and I wondered that the Minister
did not jump. He spoke about the taxi
owners being persecuted.

Mr. Sleeman: I did not say the Minister
persecuted them.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Shall I
introduce the hon. member to the gentleman
who is responsible for everything that has
happened in connection with the admninis-
tration of the Traffic Acti There is no
statutory body to administer the Act. If
the Minister appoints Ian advisory com-
mittee it is merely to advise him. We do
not want an advisory committee and we do
not recognise it. Neither can we attack the
officials. The Minister is the man respon-
sible, and it was the Minister that made a
statement after the regulationb were dis-
allowed in another place. What are Minis-
ters fort It is their duty to manage depart-
ments, and the Minister for Works alone
must take the responsibility in this instance.
Every word that members have spoken
has been spoken against the administration
of the Minister for Works. If the taxi
owners have been persecuted, as the member
for Frenmantle says they have, they have
been persecuted by the Minister and by no
one else. He alone bans control of the posi-
tion. I do not know why the Minister wants
an advisory committee. If he wanted some-
one to meet the taxi owners, as suggested
by the member for Fremantle, I could un-
derstand his getting someone in the depart-
ment to confer with them, but I do not think
we should hold the officials responsible for
the administration of the Act. Of necessity
much must be done by regulation, particu-
larly with respect to the larger and heavier
vehicles, but having given the Government
power to make regulations, we do not ex-
pect, nor shall we be doing our duty if we
permit the Minister to abuse the power.
If the member for Fremantle and those who
sit with him will not vote against the Gov-
ernment, the Minister will go on doing those
things to which we all object. After the
speech we have heard from the member for
Frenmantle, T hope he will vote with main-
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bers on this side of the House and not only
he, but all those members who believe thac
the Ministei has abused the power entrusted
to him uinder the Traffic Act. The publi2
mast be considered. It is true we have UL
railway to eater for them, but there are
many people who own private motor ear;
and can use them and do use them to go to
Fremantle and other places. The taxis are
-more or less motor ears, but they are used
by people who cannot afford to own motor
cars, and I cannot see why such people
should be inconvenienced. I cannot under-
stand why a motor carrying several passen-
gers should not he allowed to stop in the
street, where any other car may stop, and
put down its passengers.

The Mlinister for Works: So it may.
Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: It mar

not. The taxis have to stop at certain
places.

The Minister for Works: There is no
regulation to say that the cannot set down
or take up passengers wherever they like,
except along a tram route.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL : The
regulations distinctly fix the terminal point.

The Minister for Works: The Act pro-
rvides for that.

lion. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: I am
not talking about the routes. When the
taxis reach the City of Perth they must go
to a spot indicated by the Minister, a most
undesirable spot and absolutely the wrong
place. It is a place calculated to cause the
greatest discomfort to users of taxis as well
as to the owners. I cannot understand how
the Minister could have approved of the
selection of such a spot. The terminal point
has been the subject of much criticism by
the member for Claremont and also by tbe
member for Fremantle. If the member for
Fremantle is right in saying that almost
day by day, or anyhow frequently, the ter-
mrinal points are changed, I am surprised to
bear it.

The Minister for Works: It is Dot cor-
rect.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: The
member for Fremantle says it is correct.

The Minister for Works: I will explain
,.he position presently.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: I hope
the member for Fremantle is not correct.
If it is correct that the terminal points are
changed so often-

The Minister for Works: There is onl v
one body of people who have changed them,
namely the Legislative Council.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL:- The
Legislative Council have done nothing of
the sort. They have neither changed any
terminal point nor suggested any terminal
point. The Act which is supposed to con-
trol the Minister and which the Minister is
supposed to administer-it was passed it8
1926-provides that the regulations may he
disallowed by either of the two Houses.
That is the proposal the minister himself
submitted and he could not have it other-
wise. While regulations are necessary to
enable the Minister to carry out the inten-
tion of the Act, they arc surely not intended
to extend the law. We do not propose that
the M1inis5ter sball have power to make law
by regulation. The 'Minister knows that the
approval of both Houses is necessary to
pass a law and that either House can dis-
allow a regulation. When we pass a Bill
it is sent to another place and, if it is not
agreed to there, the Bill is rejected and does
not become law. Consequently when the
Minister by regulation extends the law, both
Houses of Parliament have the same oppor-
tunity to disallow the regulations. Eithez
(ine or the other may agree to a motion to
disallow the regulations. Let us see what
the Minister had to say after the Concfl
disallowed the regulations. The Minister.
takes very strong exception to the action of
the Legislative Council in having twice re-
fused his regulations. It is the duty of the
Legislative Council, lost as it is our duty,
to look into regulations that are tabled and,
if they are wrong, to disallow them. It is
clearly the duty of every meinber to sup-
port the member for Claremont if the state-
mnent he has made is correct. If the tax-i
drivers are being, persecuted and unfairly
trented, it is onr ditty to insist that they bh;
fairly treated.

The Premier: It is rather significant that
the disallowanee of regulations in each in-
stance has been left to another place.

Mr. N9orth: But notice of motion to dis-
allow them was given in this House as well.

The Premier: After the proceedings iJ
the Council were under way.

M r. North: No.
The Premier: Yes. The taxi owners went

to the House that represents the people!
Mr. North: The motion was on our notice

paper, anyhow.
The Premier: That is as far as you got

wvith it.
Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: The

Council have the right to exercise that power.
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It would be a had thing for the people if the
other House did not sometimes conic to their
rescue. They have come to the rescue of the
people now.

The Premier: WVhy did you overlook all
this responsibility and leave it to another
place to Lake action?

lion. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Why
leave it to another place?

Mr. North: It was on our notice paper.
Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Of~

course it was.
The Premier:- Were members of this

House indifferent to the persecution?
Hion. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Certainly

not,
The Premiier: They left it to another

place to take action.
Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: What

chance had we in this House? The Premier
has his 26 willing supporters and we have
no chance to carry any vote or disallow any
regulations. The member for Fremantle is
pleased that this question bas been raised.
but lie wvill not vote against the Government.

The Premier: This is a motion for ad-
journment, which is quite a different thing
from a motion to disallow regulations.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL:* Not a bit
of it.

The Premier: You have been sleeping on
this persecution all along.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Not at
all.

The Premier: You went to sleep on all
this persecution.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Will the
Premnier keep) quiet? We on this side of
the House must be allowed to say what we
wish to say. Here is an autocratic Minister
who, when regulations are disallowed, rushes
to the Press and declares that, regulations
or no regulations, he will administer the Act
in his own way. But he is not going to do
what lie pleases. I am not so sure that he
has much power without regulations.- I amby no means certain that his threats can he
carried into effect. The Act says the Min -ister may make regulations fixing routes buit
does not say he can decide where these peo-
pie may run or where they may not run.
He can only act under the provisions of the
measure. Strangely, he goes on to say-

It is difficult to understand the reasons
which prompted the Legislative Council to
carry the resolution, as the great majority of
the regulations were taken out almost ver-
batim from the Act itself, and in effect did
not differ in any respect from the law itself.

What that means I do not know. The Min-
ister certainly cannot take a section of the
Act and throw it into the form of a regu-
lation. He states, too, that he objects to one
House of Parliament having the right to
reject regulations.

The Minister for Works: I did not Wny
that at all.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Yes, the
Minister did.

The Minister for Works: No. Read what
1 stated.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: The bon.
gentleman said--

Section 41 of the Traffic Act sets out what
may be done by regulation, and all that was
proposedl was to do just that which this sac-
lion said may be dlone, and nothing more;
but the Legislative Council has now said that
what Parliament agreed should be done under
Section 41 must not be done.

The Minister for Works: That is not a
regulation,

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: But it i-s
tantamount to repealing a regulation. The
statement goes on-

Thc Act sets out that an omnnibus can only
ply for hire on a prescribed route, and as the
Legislative Council has twice refused to agree
to a nreseribed route in Cottesloc, it is ob-
vious that it will be illegal for this service
nowv to be carried on in that district.

I do not know that it will be. However, as
the member for Freantle (Mr. -Sleaman)
said, the lawyers can decide that point. I
hope the Minister will be reasonable, and
not unreasonable, as apparently be has been
up to date. It seems that if he cannot get
what he wants by regulation, he will not
have anything at all. That, of course, is
nonsense. The Minister is there to adminis-
ter the Act as passed by Parliament. If
these matters were to be decided by the
Minister, and not by regulations, Parliament
should have said expressly that such things
were to be determined by the Minister. Par-
liament expects the Minister to be reason-
able. So far as I understand the position,
te terminal to the Cottesloe-Perth route is
the great objection. The case put up by the
member for Claremont and the member for
Fremantle ought to be answered, and we
should be told that there will be no perse-
cution, that there will be no change in the
terminals, and that the men engaged on the
service will be allowed to run it for the con-
v-enience of the public to the utmost possible
extent. We maintain roads alongside the
railways into the country districts, and the
heavy motor traffic cuts. up those roads al-
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most as soon as they are made. The traffic
here in question is for the benefit of people
who cannot afford to run motor ears of their
own. One cannot turn back the clock. Years
ago people walk-ed wherever they went; then
came horses and horse-drawn vehicles; trains
and tramns followed,' to be succeeded in their
turn by motor cars. The people will use the
means most convenient to them. If improve-
ments come from time to time, those im-
provements will be utilised, no matter what
the Minister may say or do. The hon. gem-
ticinan would be well-advised to ;ee that tile
men who furnish this convenience receive a
fair deal. We cannot recognise any author-
ity other than the 'Minister to whom we have
given power andi also responsibility, If the
matter is to be decided by a board, then the
Mlinister should bring down an amiendin;
Bill vesting authority in a statutory board. 1.
,hope the case put up by the two hon. mem-
bers to whom I hav-e referred will receive the
Minister's most earnest consideration. I
trust he will see that the men who have paid
the license fee arc allowed to conduct the
taxi service in peace, assisted by the depart-
ujent, and not hampered by frequent change,-
of terminals as at Fremantle.

MR. DAVY (West Perth) [5.381 : I can-
not understand why the Premier should try
to eloudl the issue. He keeps on asking,
" Wb y leave it to another place?"' I put the
sanke question back to him, "Why leave it
to the other placer' The control of business
here and in another place is in the hands of
the G1overnment. Roth notices of motion
wecre given at the same time-

The Premier:- No; not at the same time.
The Minister for Works: One was given

a week Iter than the other.
Mr. DAVY: I will take the Minister's

word for that. -But the fact of the matter
j-q that this notice of motion has been on the
Notice Paper here-

The Premier: The motion was moved in
another place before notice of it was given
here.

Mr. DAVY: -Suppose that to be so.
The Premier: It supports what I have

stated, that the matter bas been left to an-
other place.

Mr. DAVY: By the Premier.
The Premier: Not by the Premier at all.

Mr. DAVY: Yes. The 'Premier has the
control of husine~s here, and his Minister
elsewhere has the control of business there.

It is absurd for the Premier to try to make
political capital out of the matter.

The Premier: What political capital
could [ make out of it I

M. DAVY: The next time the Premier
goes on the hustings at a general ee-
tion-

The Premier- You are looking a long
time ahead.

Mr. DAV'Y: -- or the next time he ap-
pears before the public, he will roar against
the undemnocratic House which has blocked
the will of the people-presumably at the
in.-,Inncc of' two Labour members of another
plac:e. The motion for disallowance was
iioved by M1r. Kitsou and strongly sup-
ported by Mr. Gray; two Labour members
who are presumably thwarting the will of?
tile people.

Mr. Panton: They got into very bad com-
pany over that motion, I will admit.

flr. DAVY: I have no doubt the rule
has been put well and truly over thorn. This
is not a political matter at all.

The Premier: Of course it is not.
Mr, DAVY: It is an administrative mat-

ter, and I regret that the member for Pre-
mantle (Mlr. Sleeman), having strongly sup-
ported the motion and stronigly criticised the
administration of this particular matter, yet
feels himself bound to support the party
with which be is associated.

The Premier: Would you do it in simnilar

MUr. DAVY: I do not know that I would.
The Premier:- The- carrying of this moation

would turn the Government out. How
would] you vote in similar circumstancesV

Mr. DAVY: It is a peculiar motion, with
which I am not vcry familiar; but if the re-
sult of carrying it will be to turn the Govern-
ment out of oftie, there may be some excuse
for the member for Fremantle. The disallow-
aice of a regulation, however, does not turn
out the Government; and if the Premier
had seen fit to allow the motion for disal-
lowance to be discussed instead of deliber-
ately 1)reventing it from coming on-

The Premier: It has hardly been de-
cided by another place.

Mr. DAVY: The Premier's criticism that
the matter has been left to another place de-
liberately is unjustified, because busines
both here and elsewhere is in his hands.

The Premier: You are wrong.
Mr. DAVY: -Does the Premier snegest

that the other place took the buRiness out of
ti, Chie Seorrtarv's hndQ?
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The Premier: The Standing Orders of an-
other place provide for motions of that sort
coming on, and the matter is not in the
hands of the Leader of the House.

Mr. DAVY:- I cannot compete with the
Premier when he quotes Standing Orders
and rules of procedure.

The Premier: The Minister elsewhere has
no control over private motions.

Mlr. DAVY: But the Premier has power
here. The matter was undoubtedly in his
hands; and if he was so anxious that the
question should be decided here, why did not
he bring it on?

The Premier:- Because it had been de-
cided in another place.

Mr. DAVY: Yes, after the Premier had
delayed it long enough here. However, I
cannot understand some of the things which
have been said by the Minister for Works.
In the course of an interview or statement
to the Press he said-

The decision has no legal effect so far as
the F'remantle taxi service is concerned, be-
camne the time within which objections to the
regulations must be taken had expired some
weeks before notice to move was given.

If that is so, it is rather extraordinary
that the motion was not ruled out of order in
another place. The Interpretation Act lays
down distinctly that regulations are to be
laid on the Tables of both Rouses and
may be disallowed provided a resolu-
tion disallowing them is carried notice of
which has been given at any time within 14
sitting days of such House. These traffic
regulations were laid on the Table of this
Uouse on the 11th October. I do not know
that it wouldl be the same date in another
plae; but very approximately it would be.

The Minister for Works: It was months
before.

Mr. DAVY: These regulations were laid
on the Table here months before? Then it
is rather an extraordinary thing that the of-
ficial note made by the Clerk of the Assem-
bly should be, "Laid on the Table of the Leg-
islative Assembly by the Minister for Works
and Labour on the 11th day of October, 1927."1
If we are to be told that the itfleial notes
on doernmente lying on the Table of tha
House are wrong. we shall not know where
we are. However, I cannot contradict the
Minister there, beeause I do not know the
exact time.

The Minister for Works:- You contra-
dicted the Premier.

Mr. DAVY: I1 did not contradict the Pre-
mier without knowing that I was Correct.
If the Minister is right that the regia n
were out of time in the other place, the mo.
lion was out of order and the regulations
are skill valid. The Minister went on to
say-

Section 44 of the Traffic Act sets out what
may be done by regulation, and all that it
was, proposed to do was just what this see-
tion said should be done, and nothing more.

Perfectly corrcct, but both Houses of Par-
liament are enitled to turn down regula-
tions if they disapprove of them. Then the
Minister ad del-

This is in fact tantamount to one House
repealing a section of the law that has been
unset by both Houses.

With all due respect to the Minister, lie
cannot mean that. Our law states that regu-
lations may be disallowed. Regislations- amn
not law. They are tentative and are liable
to be challenged. W-hat complaint can the
Minister have if another plane disallowb
regulations made in accordance with the
Act. Then he further states--

The Acts sets out tht s, bus can only ply
for hire en a prescribed route.
At the risk of being contradicted by the?
Minister, 1 say that that is not so, and the
M1inister in control should know better than
to mnake a statement of that sort. What
tbe Act says is that the Governor may by
reguilations prescribe the route and may pre-
scribe sections and terminal points of such
route and that he may by regulation pro-
hjibit. the use of omnnibuses elsewhere than
along a prescribed route. The Minister
turns the piece of Jaw into a statement that
a bus can only ply for hire on a prescribed
route.

The Minister for Works: You are wrong,
again.

Mr. DAVY: I am not afraid to stand up
to that statement.

The Minister for Works: But you do not
know what has happened.

Mr. DAVY: I know what the Act says
and I know that the Minister tried to tell
the public what the Act said.

The Premier: If your interpretation ii
right. you will have a good chance of get-
ting a brief from those taxi men to defend
them.

Mr. DA VY: As my friend the member
for Perth has said, they have not any money
with which to fight. I am certainly not
going to try to make trouble for the Goy-
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erment by lighting a case for nothing. I
suggest, that this matter be faced fairly and
properly, and in spite of interjections from
mnembhers of the Cabinet, I1 submit that the
member for Claremont has put the positio t
fairly and correctly before the House, and
the matter should be decided apart from,
political considerations and with absolute
candour and fairness to all. All that the
member for Claremont is trying to get for
these people and the public is a square deal.
He has made out a good ease for certain
sections of his constituents to secure a eon-
Linuance of the taxi service, and to bring
about a different terminus from the one i
Wellington-street, which is admittedly dark
and incolnvenient, apart from the difficul-
ties associated with it to which the hon.
member referred. 1 have no doubt that the
bon member will withdraw his motion in
due course, h-at I hope that the 'Minister
for Works will not continue to take up a
dogmatic attitude. If I were the Minister
for Works, it is just possible that I would
not always be as dogmatic as he is, but per-
haps it is a very different thing being dog-
matic in opposition fromi being dogmatic as
a Minister of the Crown. I suggest to the
Minister that if he wants to acquire merit,
he will meet this afternoon's criticism fairly
and squarely and give the consideration to
the request tihat it deserves.

MR. MANN (Perth) [5.53]: During
the past few years I have taken depu-
tations from the taxi men to the Min-
ister for Works. The first asked the
'Minister to fix the maximum number of
taxis that -hould be licensed, and the taxi
drivers put up such at case as to satisfy the
Minister. Later on the Minister saw fit to
open the field, and the result was that a
number of men on the various ranks went
on the Perth-Premantle run. Recently T
took another deputation to the Mtinister anif
the question of routes cropped up. The
representative of the local bodies was prne-
sent and it was apparent that he was not
in touch with the desires, of the local au-
thorities. One of the representatives
of the local auffiorities and he got
at cross-purposes in the Minister's room
because the gentleman representing the
local authorities, or a member of one
of the local bodies, accused him of
not looking after their interests, and of not.
knowing what they required. That member
of the deputation cited the ease of the Ned-
lands route and the Minister said he had no

intention of inspecting routes but he would
look at that one and see whether the posi-
tion was as had been stated. What has
struck me in connection with the matter is
that no complaints have come from any of
the local authorities with regard to the
starting or finishing points of the routes.

The Minister for Works: The Minister
for 'Works is responsible.

Mir. MANN - Surely the Perth City Coun-
cil must he recognised as a responsible body,
and it must be admitted thnt they are as
anxious as the Minister that the traffic
should be well conducted.

The Minister for Works: The responsi.-
bility is mine.

Mr. MANN: Tfhat is admitted, but at the
same time the City Council desire to see that
the traffic in their streets is wvelt conducted.
Has there been anything to warrant this
change of route that has taken place? What
seemed to be operating in the Minister's
mind on the occasion of the last deputation
was that the taxi men went into certain
streets that were not constructed strongly
enough to carry that traffic, and the Min-
ister thought that the local authority would
imnmediately approach him for the mainten-
ance of the thoroughfare or ask that it be
declared a main road so as to be able to
collect traffic fees. If that is the reason for
his drastic aLcton-

The Minister for Works: I have not
taken any drastic action.

Mr. MANN: It may not be drastic in
the eyes of the Minister.

The Minister for Works: I have not
done anything yet.

Mr. MANN: The stal emuent made to the
Press by the Minister threatened drastic
measures. The reason seemed to be the
action of members in another place in sup-
porting the motion for the disallowance of
the regulations. The motion for the dis-
allowance was moved by a member of an-
other place who is not hostile to the Min-
ister and who, if possible, would have sup-
ported thet Minister in the action that he
took. That member and a colleague of his
, are open-nhinded men, and they put uip such
a case, not once but on both occasions, that
another place decided to disallow the regu-
lations. It is all very well for the Premier
to ask why the motion for disallowance of
the regulations -was not submitted in this
ltouse. It would have been futile.

The Premier: If members of this Party
in' arfotlier place were free to take the action
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they did, why would not; members of the
same party in this Rouse he free to do the
same thin,-,?

31r. M1ANN:- They were not too sure of
carrying it in this Honwe

The Premier: That is only your sus-
picion. Do you suggest that there would
have been a block vote here, and that that
is why the motion was moved in another
place!?

Mr. 'MANN: All this trouble has arisen
within the last 12 months. When the late
Inspector Smith was in charge of the
Traffic Department we never had any diffi-
culties of this kind. There was no trouble
and I do not know that there have been
any wore accidents since that time and I
am not aware that the traffic has increased
materially. I do "at know that there has
been anv reason for these drastic move-
ments since the days of Inspector Smith.
The Minister would be wise if he made a
personal inquiry into this mnatter to see for
himself whether there was any necessity for
the constant changing of the routes that
was giving rise to so much discontent all
round. With regard to Wellingtou-street,
it is not a street that should be set apart
as a taxi ear starting or terminal point,
Going west fromn the Royal Hotel it is
badly lighited and there is a wine saloon,
which is largely used by foreigners, a little
way round the corner. There is also a
cheap lodging house clos* by. There is
nothing in the locality to commend it as
either a starting or a fir ishing point for
taxis.

The Minister for Works: Why did they
not approach me about that. They did not
approach ma from the time the regulations
were gazetted.

Mr. MANN: Apparently the Minister
thinks he could have remedied the trouble.

The Minister for Works: I said so, and
the Minister in another place said so, but
they would not come near us.'

The Premier: They fell back on the dis-
allowance of the regulations in another
place.

Mr. North:- They bad to go to the Routes
Advisory Committee.

The Minister for Works: They did not
come near me.

Mr. MANN: It doe-, not seem to me
that the Minister himself is too satisfied
with Wellington-street as a terminus.

The Minister for Works'- I have said so.

Mr, MANN: Upon that admission, I
have nothing further to say.

THE 3MSTER FOR WORKS (Hon.
A. McCallunm-South Frew antis) [6.11: 1
am sorry that the member for Claremont
(Mir. North) did not extend to me the or-
dinary courtesy that one member extends
to another when submitting a motion such
as this.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: That is my
fault.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS:. I had
no notice of it. All I knew about it was
what I read in the Press. I thought that
when the newspaper stated the hon. mem-
ber had discussed the matter with the
Leader of the Opposition, the least he might
have done was tQ mention it to the Premier.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: I should have
done that.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Neither
the Premier nor I had anyv notice that this
motion was to he moved. 1 do not think
it is characteristic of the hon. member for
Clarem out to show lack of courtesy to the
extent of trying to catch me unawares when
he moved this motion.

Ron. Sir James Mitcetl1: No, of course
not.

Mr. North: I saw tie Leader of the
Opposition last week about it.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: It
should hare come before either the Premier
or Me.

Hon, 0. Taylor: The Leader of the Op-
position accepts the responsibility.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: -No

notice whatever was given to me of this
motion. This is the seerond occasion of a
similar nature. I know the member for
Subiaco (Mr. Richardson', tried to get me
on the afternoon when ha moved the motion
about the Perth water supplies. I did not
know anything, about it.

Mr. Richardson: I interviewed the Pre-
ier on the matter, because I could not fand

you.
The MINISTER FOR WORKS:- I was

away, and did not reach the House until
the meeting hour. I did not know about
the motion until it came oin then. In his
very heated, dogmatic Bud emphatic speech,
the member for West Perth (Mr, Davy)
dealt with only one point. He said the Pre-
mier was wrong in claiming that this motion
should hav4 been dealt with here instead
of in another place, and that it was the
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Premier's fault it was not done in that way.
Let me say that two hours after the mem-
ber for Claremont gave nctice of his motion
in this House, a similar motion to disallow
the regulations was carried in another place.
The notice had been givens on 12th October
in another place, and it was not given in
this House until the 25th October. On the
25th October, two hours after the notice
wvas given here, the division wall taken in
another place.

Hon. G-. Taylor: The motion was moved
in another place a week before.

The Premier: It was moved a fortnight
before.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: What has that
to do with it?'

The Premier: It has a lot to do with the
statement of the member for West Perth.

Thme MINISTER FOR WORKS: It shows
that tihe member for West Perth was entirely
wrong.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell; It does not.
The MINISTER FOR WORKS: it seems

to me that those associated with this bus-
mness have lost all sense of proportion. They
appear to think that if the taxi service
stopped running the whole State would stand
still.

Mr. Mann: Why should it stop?
The MINISTER FOR WORKS: They

think that it is the one thing that should
commnand the attention of the Government.
and that it is of more importance than all
the other work that is being performed by the
Minister. Here we have the suggestion that
the 'Minister's time should be taken up by
running round after taxis, up and down dif-
ferent streets to see which is the most con-
venient, personally inspecting suburb after
suburb and district after district, and him-
self deciding which routes the taxis should
follow. Here we are this afternoon in Par-
Jiament, in solemn conclave, discussing which
streets the taxis should take. It is alto-
gether out of proportion to the importance
of our duties.

Mr. Thomson: ft has a great effect upon
thme taxi people.

Mr. North: It is a matter of principle.
The 'MINISTER FOR WORKS: Those

associated with this business have become
sufferers, from a new fonm of paranoia. 1
may call thenm taxi paranoics. They can
see nothing outside the taxi business, andi
seem to be obsessed with it. They cannot
recognise anything beyond that.

Mir. Simpson: it is of great importance
to these men.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The in.
terests associated with the business of con-
trolling traffic are so divergent that I do not
think any human being could satisfy every-
body. Take the viewpoints of the mover
and seconder of this motion. The mover of
the motion wants the route from Cottesloe
to go along the Pcrth-Fremntle-road. The
seconder of the motion complains that the
Perth-Fremautle-road is so overcrowded as
to be dangerous, and that the Government
should limit the number of ears that use it.
How are we to satisfy both the mover and
the seconder?

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: Both are agreed
that you are wrong.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Either
one or the other is wrong, and I submit
they are both wrong. One says we should
permit these people to select their own
route and to take the Perth-Fremantle-road,
and the member for Fremnantle says that that
road is dangerous and so overcrowded that
tile Government should limit the number of
cars that use it.

AMr. North: They have offered to limit
the number.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
hon. member wants to put mnore on that
road.

Mr. North: I want to put seven on and
take thirty off. That would be a difference
of 23.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: zo Iln
as tile hon. member's district, or the taxi
men, get what they want, that is all he de-
sires.

The Premier: He would settle one diffi-
culty and open up another.

The MlNISTER FOR WORKS: I shall
showv some of the ridiculous features of that
argument. The whole history of the service
is that when the charahalues came into op-
eration, the Act classed them as motor buses.
They were trading on certain routes, and bad
to pay a tax of 30s. per seat according to
the unumber of passengers they were regis-
tered to carry. That Act was passed by
Parliament in 1924. Shortly afterwards,
there was a dout as to whether these
smaller taxis, that carry eight passengers
or less, came within the definition of a bus.
There-was a difference of opinion amongst
legal authorities on the matter. Instead of
involving the State in expensive litigation,
and also involving the taxi men in a like
expense, I decided not to test the issue in
the courts, although I was advised to do sol,
but t6 wait lintil we could get a definition
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into the Aect so that a motor bus could be
more clearly described. The definitibai now
given in the Act is that which exists in the
English Act. In the meantime these tasi
people had been trading against the buses.
They had been running up one street and.
down another, wherever they lied to
go. They were not conifined. to any route or
to any time table, and were not paying the
30s. tar that the other people have to pay.
The motor bus people have had to pay their
tax all along, and sinte 1924 have
been confined to definite routes. It is
only now that we are bringing that
into force so far as these taxis are
concerned. These people have had their
own way up to now. They hanve run
wherever they liked without paying any fee,
and have been doing what they liked with-
out any control. They are now chafing be-
cause they are being brought under control,
in the same way as the buses have been con-
trolled sinee 1924. They are doing all they
can to get away from that control. The lion.
member who moved the motion in another
place distinctly stated that his objective
in attempting to have the regulations dis-.
allowed was to prevent the Government from
enf orcing the Act. H~e wanted a free hand
for them to do as they like.]. He has since
ad~ i-ed them that they can do as they like,
and run wherever they like.

Hon. Sir James Mitc-hell: You ought to
have regulations to govern them.

Aft. Vann: Knowing the hion. member who
moved that motion, it seems to me that state-
ment. Ts A doubtful one.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS:- The bon.
member will find his speech in "Hansard."
He states clearly that unless the regulations
are disallowed, the Government will be able
to take proceedings to enforce the law. lie
did not want the Government to be in a
position to enforce the law.

Hon. Sir Jamis Mitchell: That is rid-ic-
ulous. You can always enforce the law.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: That is
the history of the whole position. That is
why we are suffering from all this agitation
now. The trouble has arisen because these
people have not cornplied wtith the law. They
have been a law unto themselves. They have
been doing what they liked over all this
period. The police and other people say that
these taxi men are hoatstng outside that they
can pull suffcient strin!gs in Parliament
to prevent any reguilations from coming into
force and controlling them. The member for

Claremont (Mir. North) found it neeemsr3
to come to me personally on one occasion Uc
warn me of certain things that were hap-
pening.

Mr. Mlann: That showed his honesty ol
put-pose.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Yes, bul
they have carried on in this way ever since.

H-on. G. Taylor: I am afraid he will not
take that risk again.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I am
afraid not.

Hon. G. Taylor: Perhaps you should not
have divulged the fact.

Mr. North: It is no secret.
The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I am

going to divulge a little more before I sit
down,' to show what has, been happening.
Abuse is being showered upon my head, and
I have taken it very quietly. There is, how-
ever, too much Scotch blood in ine to sit
quietly for very long.

Mr. Wilson: Hear, hear to that.
The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The po-

lice have told me that this is being flaunted
in their faces by these people, "You can pre-
scribe what routes you like, do what you
like, put up whatever regulations you please,
but we have sufficient influence in another
place to hare everything disallowed." They
have gone so far as to produce copies of
draft regulations, and flash them in the
faces of the police before they had even
reached -me.

Ilon. Sir James Mitchell: How is that?
The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I am

making inquiries;, and if I find out how these
people got hold of these regulations I will
take action.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: Surely you ar-
range the regulations.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Yes.
Before the draft of these regulations had
reached me. they were being flaunted bft the
faces of the poli1ce.

Hon. G. Taylor: They should never have
had them.

The MINISTERt FOR WORKS: Of
course not.

Hon. G. Taylor: There must be some-
thing lax in the office.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: So far
a% the Cottesloc people are concerned. I
tried twice to give them a route and a ser-
vice, but on each occasion thp Legislative
Council disallowed the nrranirment. It is not
my fault that the Cottesloc kazople have no
r-oute. The fault lies with the Legpislative
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Council. I have tried twice to give them
the route they wanted, and on the last oc-
casion I gave thema exactly what they asked
for.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: Did you give
them the terminal poinLt they wvantedY

The MINISTER FORl WORKS: If there
had been any fault with the terminal point
in Perth-

lion. Sir James M1itchiell: That is the
new regulation.

The- MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
least these people could have done was to
conme to mue and say, "You have given us tht;
route in Cottesloc that wve wvant, but -we
disagree with the terminus. Will you alter
that?" On the contrary, I was not ap-
proached by anyone, or met by anyone n.a
that score. I do not for a mc-snent admit that
the Well in gton-street terminus is all that is
desired. I made the statement that I was
open to discuss it and review the position,
just as the Minister in another place said
,when he was replying to the motion that was
moved there.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: Where was the
terminal point before?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: It only
shows wvhat the taxi people are out for.
They thought they could find enough sup-
port in another place to have all the regula-
tions disallowed. There was no question
about meeting me and discussing the term-
inus. It was not a question of the Wellington-
street terminus. They could have had that
altered if they had desired, but they thought
they had sufficient backing to get all the re-
gulations disallowed. In defiance of all the
provisions of the Act and of the advice given
by the police, they took the action they did,
and now they find themselves without any
route prescribed for Cotteslee.

Hlon. 0. Taylor: The two members for
the Fremantle Province took the action.

The Premier: They can be wrong as 'well
as anyone else.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: It is
well that the House should know just what
the regulations are, seeing that they were
disallowed, and how far the views of some
who considered I was adopting an auto-
cratic attitude and harassing the men en-
gaged in this business, were justified. I
want to -rend the regulations and compare
them with the provisions of the Act itself.

Uinder Section 42 of the Act the Governor
is given power to make certain regulations
and among those powers is the followingr:-

'The Governor, by regulations made under
this Act, may prescribe the routes %vithin the
mtctropolitaa area, or in any other defined
parts of the State, to be observed by omni-
buses, and prohibit the use of omnibuses else-
where than along a prescribed route.

The regulation that has been disallowed
reads-

The use within the metropolitan area of any
vehicle as an omnibus elsewhere than along a
''proscribed route" is hereby prohibited.

That is just the power that is given by the
Act 1 Another direction in which the Gov-
ernor may make regulations is-

To prescribe the maximum number of omnni-
buses which may be licensed to ply for hire
on any prescribed route.

The regulation under that heading reads-
So far as by any regulation hereinbefore

prescribed un~der the Act, the number of
licehses to be granted in respect of any pre-
scribed route is restricted or limited, such re-
striction or limitation is hereby repealed.

I will deal with the question of limitation
directly. The Act also provides that-

The Governor may, by regulations under this
Act, prohibit the use of vehicles as ontuibuses
within the metropolitan area, or in any other
defined part of the State, unless a prescribed
route is specified in or indorsed on the license
for the vehicle by the local authority, and on
any route other than the route so specified in
or indlorsed. on the license.

Mr. Davy: That is under Section 41?
The MINISTER FOR WORKS: No,

under Section 42, Subsection 2. Under that
heading the regulation reads-

The use, on and after the let day of Octo-
ber, 1927, within the metropolitan area of any
Veh1icle as an omnibus is hereby prohibited-
(a) Unless a ''prescribed route" is specified
in or idorsed on the license for such vehicle,
by the Commissioner of Police as the local
authority in the metropolitan area; and (b)
on any route other than the route so specified
in or indorsed on the license.

That is almost verbatim with the section of
the Act.

Mr. Davy: Of course the Act gives power
to the Governor to do these things by way
of regulations, but the objection is to the
way the rcgulations have been administered.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: An-
other section reads-

The Governor, by regulations madec under
this seetion-(a) may prescribe that the
holder of a passenger vehicle license for an
omnibus in force at the commencement of the
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first regulations made under this section shall
surrender much license, and may be granted in
lieu thereof a passenger vehicle license to be
issued in accordance with such regulations.

The regulation is as follows:-
The holder of a passenger vehicle license

for an omnibus in force at the commencement
of these regulations, and having effect in the
metropolitan area, shall surrender such license,
and shiall be granted in lieu thereof a pas-
senger vehicle license for such omnibus to be
issued in accordance with these regulations,
subject to the payment of the prescribed fees
for the current year, if and so far as such fees
have not been already paid for the surrend-
ered license.

Another section of the Act reads-
When routes within the metropolitan area

ot other defined part of the Stats have been
prescribed under this section as the routes to
be observed by omnibuses, and the use of
vehicles as omnibuses has been prohibited uzt-
less a prescribed route is specified in or in-
dorsed on the license for the vehicle, any owner
of, or person in charge of a vehicle who uses
the vehicle or suffers or permits the vehicle
to be used within the metropolitan ares, or
other defined part of the State as an omnibus
without a prescribed route being specified in
or indorsed on the license, or on any route
other than that specified in or indorsed on the
license, or in a consent granted by the local
authority tinder a regulation prescribed pur-
suant to Subsection (3) of this section, or
on any rood withini the metropolitan area or
such defined part of the State as aforesaid
which is not a perseribed runte, shall be guilty
of an offence against this Act, and shall be
liable on conviction to a penalty not exceed-
ing £20 or to imprisonment with or without
hard labour for not exceeding one month.

The regulation under that heading is as fol-
low:-

Any owner of or person in charge of a
vebh-irl who uses tbp vehicle or suffers or per-
mits the vehicle to be used within the metro-
politan area as on omnibus without a pro-
scribed route being specified in or iadorsed on
the license, or on any route other than that
specified in or indorsed on the license or in
a consent granted pursuant to Regulation 7,
or on any road within the metropolitan area
which is not a prescribed route, is liable on
conviction to a penalty not exceeding £20, or
tn imprisonment, with or without hard labour,
for not exceeding one month.

Thus hon. members will see that what waA
attempted to be done by way of regniationi
has really been what the Act says the Gov-
ernor may do.

Mr. Davy: Yes, "may" do.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: But we
have simply done what the law gave us au-
thority to do, and we have hardly departed
fromn the verbiage of the Act by one single

Mr. Davy: That is so with practically
every regulation.

The M1INISTER FOR WORKS: The
Act itself sets out that in order that the
Governor may enforce the Act, regulations
may he made with that object in view.

Mr. Davy: Subject to the consent of
Parliament.

The MINI STER FOR WORKS: I know
that. I am not complaining about that.

Mr. North: No, of course not.
The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Once

the Act was agreed toe and it prescribed that
the Governor in Council could make regu"
lations dealing with certain matters and
the regulations framed are almost in ac-
cordance with the sections of the Act them-
selves, what objection can there bet On
the other hand, the regulations sought to
give effect merely to what the sections of
the Act provided for. They were kept as
nearly verbatim with the Act itself as was
humanly possible, without any attempt be-
ing made to take additional powers that the
Act did not provide for. We did not at-
tempt to extend those powers or to embrace
.thers that the law did not intend us to
take. Notwithstanding that the regulations
were taken almost verbatim, from the word-
ing of the sections, they were disallowved by
the Legislative Council. I still say that that
is tantamount to one House of Parliament
repealing a section of the Act. Both Houses
agreed to place on the statute book a law
under which it was set out that the Gov-
ernor in Council could do what was defined
by Parliament in that Act, then one House
disallowed regulations made in accordance
with that power. Had the Government gone
outside the Act to the smallest extent pos-
sible or had we attempted to assume au-
thority and take control in directions Par-
liament had not intended, either Husa
would have been warrented in stepping in
and disallowing the regulation. On the
other hqnd we stuck to the letter of the law,
as close ly ais the Crown Solicitor could do
it, yet one House of Parliament steps in ani
diqallows the -whole of the reguilations.

NMr. E. R. Johnston:- Either House of Par-
liament can disalloiw new regulations.

The MNSTER FOR WORKS: Of
corac. but in this in~tsnee the Act was
passed by both Honcis of Parliament and
rave the Governor in Concil the authority
to do what hans been done. Had we departed
ait all from those powers, either House of
Parliamnent would have been within its rights
to disallow the regulations. On the other
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band, what has happened has been that one
House of Parliament has practically nulli-
fled that section of the Act. When such
action is taken, I claim it amounts to over-
riding the law. I have endeavoured to ex--
amine the reasons that were given for the
disallowing of the regulations. The main
one that was advanced was that the Govern-
ment had decided that they could not sub-
scribe to the principle of limitation. That
question was discussed by Cabinet on more
than one occasion. It appeared to us that
if we applied that principle to those engaged
in the motor business, we could not deny
the application of the principle to those op
crating any other form ofi business. That
the men employed on the motor run to Fre-
mantle are not earning a decent living, I
am convinced, for I believe that some are
working for the garages in order to pay off
the cost of their ears. On the other hand,
to ask the Government, because too many
are competing for the business, to limit the
number of motors that may ply for hire
along that route, and to say that no one i
future shall be allowed to engage in that
business, is merely to suggest that I should
adopt an autocratic attitude and prevent
other deserving people from engaging in the
oper-ations. The Government claim that if
we had done that we would have had to
apply the principle to butchers, bakers and
candlestick makers and to every other class
of business. We could not logically apply
the principle to one class only. So far as
I am aware, the only business in which
there is a form of limitation is that in
which persons concerned are engaged in
selling spirituous liquors.

Mr. Davy: Do not you limit the number
of cliarahanest

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: No.
That reminds me of one phase of the argu-
ment that was advanced. It was stated that
I was not concerned about those engaged
on the run with their charabanes.

Hon. Sir Jnmes Mitchell: Who said that?
The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I think

the member for Fremantle (Mr. Slenanl
made that statement.

Mr. Sleeman interjected.
The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Perhaps

it was not in so many words, but that was
the effect of the statement. In the Legis-
lative Council it was stated thait the Govern-
ment had given every consideration to the
charabanes, that we had limited their num-
her and given them everything that they
desired. On the other hand they asserted

that we were harassing the taxi drivers. .4.
a matter of fact, there is no limitation upon
the number of taxis or buses. The decision
of Cabinet regarding no limitation applies to
taxis and charabanca alike. Of course it
is recognised that a taxi is an onibus.

Mr. Davy: Do you say that anyone who
desires to run a charabanc between Perth
and Fremantle can do so.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Yes.
Hon. G. Taylor: Provided he gets a

license.
The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Yes.
Mr. Davy: On any nin7
The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Yes, so

long as it is over a prescribed route. All
those who ply for hire and collect single
fares from passengers are running omni-
buses.

Mr. North: Yes, under the law.
Hon. Sir James Mitchell: Has there been

any decision on that point?
The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Yes.
Mr. Davy: I can quote an instance of a

license having been refused for a bus to
proceed along a certain route.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I know
the decisions that have been given.

Mr. Sleemnan: There wvas one within the
last few days.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: No, not
for many months past. I want to express
my objection to the treatment meted out to
the Chief Secretary in the Legislative Coun-
cil. Members accused him of telling un-
truths, of telling half-truths, of misrepre-
sentation and so forth. The insults that
were hurled at the head of the Minister in
that House were shameful. They were sucn
as to cause interjections, the inference from
which was that the Government were inter-
ested in the company controlling the chars-
banes. Those interjections were strong enough
to give rise to that innuendo concerning
the Government. There has been no decision
arrived at by Cabinet that does not apply
to one section equally to the other. So far
as the Fremantle road is concerned, the
only trouble I know of that exists
now is that concerning the control in
Queen-street, which forms the new terminus.
I have lived in Fremantle for 20 years and
I think I know it as well a,- the next man.
I say without fear of contradiction that the
old terminus at William-sireet was posi-
tively dangerous, and that the alteration
has made a marked improvement. Anybody
speaking without prejudice must admit that
the new arrangement is in the interests of
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the men engaged in the business, and has
made a distinct improvenment to the traffic
in the town. In the past, as the taxis came
out from William-street, they had to cross
four lines of tramns, all converging at that
point. When the Minister in another place
mentioned this he was defied to point to
four lines of tram rails coming in there. I
say that the Beaconsfield trains, the Mar-
inion-street tramns, the East Fremantile
trains, and the North Fremantle tramns all
come in at that point.

Mr. Sicenian: Still, there arc not four
sets of tramlines there.

The M1INISTER FOR WORKS: The
Minister in another place refused to make
any mis-statements. He~ said there were
four lines of teams coming in there; he did
not say there were four lines of tram rails.
Neither do I say it.

Mr. Sleeman: But you are leading peo-
pie to believe it.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Nothing
of the sort. There are four lines of trams
coming in there, and the terminus of the
North Fremantle tramway is right there.
When functions are beinLg held at the Pre-
mantle town hail the position there is very
much congested and positively dangerous.
A whole lot has been said about the atti-
tude of the Fremnantle council, and the
statement was made at a council meeting
that the council had been ignored. As a
matter of fact there have been three con-
ferences, each with full discussion, between
the Routes Advisory Comunittee, the busi-
ness people, the taxi proprietors, the Tram-
way Board, and the representatives of the
municipal council. Yet at a meeting of the
council it was stated by one of the members
that the council had been ignored. At the
same meeting a lot of extravagant state-
ments were made and a deputation was ap-
pointed to wait upon me. Naturally I ex-
pected that a big section of the council
would attend. As a maott of fact, when
the deputation came along, the mayor was
the only one there to support the council.
He was accompanied by (Councillor Sump-
ten, a member of the Routes Advisory Com-
mittee and representing the local autbori-
ties, who had been responsible for recom-
mending the alteration. So it cannot he
jargued that he was there to represent the
council.

Mr. Sleemen: Was he there to support
what the men put up?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: H
could not have been there to support the
council, for he was a mcniber of the corn
mittee that recommended the alteration.I
have here the shorthand rotes of the depu-
tation that waited on me on the 17th Oc-
tober. Let me read the transcript, as fol-
lows-

Mr, Gibson, the Mayor, remarked that hc
was not altogether in accord with the opinion.
expressed by the Couneillors. They objected
entirely to the tisa of Queen-street, but ho did
not mind the fact that the department had
chosen it as a starting point, that being a
question for the department to decide, but
he wondered if the department could regulate
the number of ears to be parked in Queen-street
at the same time. At present the whole of the
street was occupied by the cars; that morning
there were 15 taxis there together. Mr. Gib-
son wondered whether it would not be possible
for the Traffic Department to have two stands,
and have cars coming in at the top of Queen-
street .. .. .. Those were all the points he
wished to raise, and he stated that Mr. Sump-
ton had come and agreed with him, but did
not wish to speak. The council were sym-
pathetic with the Traffic Department, because
they were up against a difficult -proposition.
They only desired to help, and not interfere
with that department . . . . The first day on
which the terminal point had been fixed at
Queen-street the taxi drivers had deliberately
made it impossible for other ve~hicles to get
through the streets. He asked, if the Traffic
Department had the right to fix the terminal
poirt, could not the Works DepIament limit
the number of cars standing on it? Mr. Me-
Callum said he thought he could, but he would
look into it and see what could be done. Mr.
Gibsoa remarked that that would make it con-
siderably better for the business people. He
drew 'Mr. McCallum's attention to the fact that
when the taxis were located in William-street,
sometimes the drivers created quite a nuisance
by blocking the footpath and very often using
bad language. Mr. McCallum said he would
see if he could imit the number of cars to
be there at the one timeo, and he thought that
that should suit everybody.

That is the transcript of the notes of the
deputation. When people come along and
say that the Minister in another place made
statements misleading to the House and in-
dulged in half-truths it is ats well that the
shorthand notes of the deputation should
be placed before the Ho'use-

Mr. Sleaman: Even Po, the notes show
that the council were against Queen-street.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
statement made was that the council had
been ignored. Yet conference after confer-
ence was held. But some people seem to
think that if they are consulted their views
and decisions must stand. Despite all that,
I am the Minister charged by the Govern-
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ment to look alter the Traffic Act, and it
has nothing to do with the Fremantle Muni-
cipal Council. We confer with them and
take their opinions into consideration, but
to say that their view is to stand is to say
something that cannot be accepted.

Mr. North: They represent the views of
the ratepayers.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: We
also represent the ratepayers and, in ad-
dition, we represent the people. Here is
another minute put up to me after the con-
ference between the local authorities, the
Tramway Board, and the Fremantle taxi
people was held. This is signed by Mr.
Treadgold, the representative of the Com-
missioner of Police on the Routes Advisory
Committee. In an addendum to his report
MAr. Treiadgold says-

I took the opportunity to speak with the
mayor of Frematle and the chairman of the
Truemway Board and they assured me they
were in favour of the alteration as represent
ing those two partib, and had no objection
to my rccording the same.

Those are the facts of the ase, and they
speak for themselves. I have said before
that no matter what decision another place
or this House arrived at in respect of the
Fremantle route, it is already law. The
Crown Solicitor has put up this minute-

As regards Route 7A in the schedule, this it
an existing route. Regulation 3 adopts the
routes existing at the date of the ''Gazette''
((27th September, 1927) as set out in the
schedule. It does not prescribe any new route.
Route 7A w'as gazetted 14th January, 1927.
The regulation was duly tabled and not ob-
jected to, and it bas now the force of law
and cannot by any resolution of the House
cease to have effect.

Ron. Sir James Mitchell: Then why was
it put on the Table?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Merely
to give the information. The statement of
the member for Fremantle (Mr. Sleeman)
that there has been chopping and changing
about from one route to another is entirely
incorrect. Really there has been only one
change made fromt the moute. The amended
route was disallowed by the Council, and so
we had to fall back on the old route. One
member of the Council, in supporting his
contention that this route should be dis-
allowed, said he was surprised at the La-
bour Government prohibiting the taxis from
going round the river, as the families of
working men bad only that opportunity foi
taking that lovely d rive. Yet he spoke

against and voted to disallow that very
route when the Government proposed it.
What is to be done with a man like that?
He spoke against the route because he dis
agreed with the terminus. It goes to prove
the point I made at the beginning, namely,
unless these people get all they want they
prefer to have nothing.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: That is so with
the Ministeralso.

The MINISTER FORl WORKS: The
facts I am producing show that it is not
my attitude at aUl. I have tried on every
occasion to meet those who disagree with
us. The only point in respect of the Fre-
mantle route is the number of taxis that
now park in Quee3n-street. I notice that
the City Council has again prescribel
tands. They can prescribe stands where

they like, but that has nothing to do with
the taxi service and the terminal point of
it route. The Act distinctly lays it down
that that is the function of the Government,
and that where the authority of the local
authority and the authority of the Govern-
ment clash, the authority of the Government
.hall prevail. A stand is entirely different
from a terminal point of a route, and the
City Council or the Fremantle Municipal
Council can prescribe stands wherever they
like. But, as I say, that has nothing to do
wvith the terminal points of a route. I re-
peat that in this last regulation the Cotton-
Joe people were given just what they asked
for.

Mr. North: Everything except the ter-
Inunus.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Yes,
everything except what they asked for at
the Cottesloe end. The terminal point in
Cottesloe necessitated their starting on the
river side of the railway and going over the
level crossing by the Cottesloe Beach sta-
tion. They were passing over that crossing
with their passengers aboard. No man with
any sense of responsibility would prescribe
a route passing over a railway level cross-
ing. Only yesterday morning at the very
next level crossing, towards North Fre-
mantle, a motor truck coming into collision
with a railway engine was smashed to
pieces and the driver had a miraculous es-
cape. We said the taxis must start from
the other side of the railway, instead of
going over the level crossing. In order to
holster up the case against the regulations,
it was said in another place that that neces.
sitated the people of the district walking
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three-tenths of a mile, which was regarded
as a hardship. But those who said that,
forgot to say that at the old starting point
there are 120 taxis and 22 charabanes pass-
ing- every day-I do not know how many
times a day they pass. However, all those
vehicles are running on the Fremantle route,
and it is not likely that people would prefer
to go joy riding round Cottesloe when on
the direct route there are 120 taxis and 22
ebarries available, it shows how the ease
was misinterpreted. As to the route round
Ihilkeith, it was stated that the man who
pioneered it Fad been squeezed out while
he route was being discussed, and that the

Routes Advisory Board allowed other peo-
pie to comec in, There is not a word of
truth in that, for the man who pioneered
The route is running there to-day, and there
is no limitation to the numbers of others
who may conic in and put eharries on that
route. The local authorities asked us to pro-
hibit the taxis going there as they thought
the route was suitable exclusively for
eliatrics. When statements like that are
made to Parliament to induce the House to
dkiallow rerulatiorns, it is seen how des-
perate the case is.

Mr. North: Was not that route altered?
The MiNISTER, FOR WORKS: There

was no route at all until this one was pre-
scribed-

M1r. North: You have since altered the
route?

The "MINISTER FOR WORKS: Yes.
W"hen the regulation was put through and
that route -vas prescribed I do not think the
man eonfln~d himself to any particular
:treet. There was no route to govern him,
rind he went where he pleased. The original
route was not the one he usually took, and
immediately my attention was directed to
rhat fact, I altered the route. It was gaz-
etted before this matter was dealt with in
the Legislative Council. The man followed
the route w'Iiich w'as laid down for him and
which the local authorities wanted. As to
the terminus in Wellington-street, I do not
Conqider it is all that could be desired. I
regret that neither I nor the Routes Ad-
visory Committee was approached in
the matter. I have been told by the mem-
bers of the, committee that they were not
approached, and I myself beard nothing
about it. After the gazettal I was not ap-
proached i any way. If it had heen
brought to my notice, no doubt we should
hare been able to make some better arrange-

ment, That is the only point upon whie
the' Cotteatoe taxi owners have cause fa
complaint. I disagree with that terminu
and say it could be improved. But whe
they say that was all they had to complii
of, I want to show the House that it we
not. They were prepared to accept th
Wellington-street terminus. They made
proposition to the Routes Advisory Con:
mittee that if they were permitted to g
under the subway at Claremont-their rout
was direct to Perth along the railway-
cross to the Fremntle-road, run along th
Fremantle-road for half a mile or more an.
back again to the railway, thus taking th
Ootteslae people for a ten minutes' joy-rid
around Claremont and on to the s-ame ron,
that the Fremnan tle taxis use, they would b
prepared to accept Wellington-street a
.their terminus. So the real cause o
their objection is not the Wellington
street terminus. I am sorry that the momi
ber for Claremont has made such serion
charges against the police. He has mad
some very ,erious charges, and no doubt th
polic will have something to say ahon
them. I repeat that I think the Wellington
street terminal can be improved. But th
taxi people want St. George's-terrace o
nothing.

Mr. North: They said they would accep
Wellington-street?7

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Ye-
provided they were given the other rout(
Is not it preposterous to propose that th
Cottesloe taxis should be allowed to leav
the railway at Claremont, cross to the Perth
Fremantle-road, go along that road for som
distance and then hack to the railway?

Mr. North: That is their business.
The MINISTER FOR WORKS: It woul,

mean their cutting, into the business of tb
Fremiantle taxis. I am told that the Fre
mantle-road is dangerous and that the mum
her of taxis plying on it shiould he limited
If I limited the number to-morrow, I an
told they would be satisfied. That was fobi
to me at the deputation. Their advocate ii
the Legislative Council said if that war
agreed to it would meet the whole objection
But they want to run along tlint route.

Mir. Thomson: You do not say that th,
Fremantle-rond is congested.

The INIS TER FOR WORKS: No,
did not say so.

Mr. E. B. Johnston: The whole troubi,
is that the taxis will not pull to one sid,
when they draw uop.
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The MINISTER FOR WORKS: A regu-
lation was put througb that only those ye-
hidles on the road at a certain date should be
granted licenses. The Act sets out that if
in the opinion of the local authority the re-
quirements of the district do not warrant
further licenses, the Government may refuse
to grant further licenses. The Crown Solici-
tor said the regulation as framed was ultra
vires and could not be enforced.

Mr. Sleeman: It took a long time to find
that out.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: No at-
tempt was made to enforce it. At present
the William-street-St. George's-terrace corner
is the terminus for no fewer than .115 taxis
and 36 chatrabanes, and in the middle of
St. George's-terrace is a lavatory. That is
the dead spot in the city that the hon. mem-
her spoke about. At that point the big
vehicles have lunmberingly to turn around and
there is considerable congestion. The bush-
ness people have threatened the department
with legal action owing to the congestion in
front of their premises. We have been
warned more than once that unless steps
are taken to prevent the congestion, legal
proceedings will be started. Consequently to
ask us to permit other taxis to stop there
and cause further congestion is quite out of
the question. Much has been said about the
attitnde of the mayor of Cottesloe. The
mover of the motion referred to it. It was
actually said that the Minister who made the
speech in another place did not correctly set
out the views of the Mayor of Cotteslee.
The Chief Secretary was provided with his
information by members of the Routes Ad.
visoery Committee, and he discussed the po-
sition with them. Let me read to the House
the report that the committee gave him when
the accuracy of his statements was ques-
tione 1 . Mr. Drew sent along a minute com-
plaining that his statement had been ques-
tioned, and this is the reply-

The Eon. Mr. Drew's minute and the cir-
cular letter issuedl by Mr. Bryan (Mayor of
Cotteslee) were placed before the Routes Ad-
visory Committee on Wednesday last, and after
discussion the following resolution was passed:
Mr. Bnclcshnll moved and Mr. Sumpton seconded
-'That this committee confirms information
given the Hon. Mr. Drew by the chairman."
It is incorrect that the committee were rein-
forced byv Tnspector Hunter and advantaged
by representatives from the City Council.

That was a statement made by the Mayor of
Cottesloe.

A conference was held under the provisions
of the statute by which the Advisory Commit-
tee, on behalf of the Minister, requested the
attendance of delegates from the Cottesloe and
City of Perth Councils. It is discourteous to
toter to the delegates from the City Council
as "advantaging" the Routes Advisory Com-
mittee for the reason that they attended and
gave the best of their views quite as fairly
and independently as the Cotteslee Council,
and the conference was really at the instiga-
tion of the latter council. Inspector Hunter
was present as an expert in traffic matters, the
same as Mr. Higgs, who accompanied Coun-
cillor Howling on behalf of the City Council,
and Mr. MeLaren as the expert for the Cot-
tesloe Council. In regard to the discussion,
the Mayor of Cottesloc occupied the principal
part of this, and the summary of his remarks
was that he was principally concerned in get
ting a service, between North Cotesloc and the
city by the most direct route for his rate-
payers, and the route in question was the out-
come of his suggestion. The whole of those
present were unanimous in regard to the route,
and when it came to the question as to what
the termninal point should he, it was then that
Mr. Bryan made the three suggestions and
after these were discussed, resulting in Wel-
lington-street, the question as to what par-
ticular part of Wellington-street was discussed.
The Mayor of Cottesloe suggested that he
would retire, but was prevailed upon to re-
main wivalst the question was discussed as to
whether the ears should stop opposite the Rail-
way Institute or go across William-street and
land their passengers near the railway car-
riers' rank. The discussion of this latter point
was referred to by Mr. Bryan as outside his
direct concern. The brief shorthand notes at-
tached hereto clearly show that Mr. Bryan did
not suggest retiring until the whole route had
been settled, and it is quite clear from these
notes that both Mr. Bryan and Mr. McLaren
took a lively part in the discussion, not only
of the route but also in connection with fares,
timetables, etc., and the lighting and shelter
at the terminal point, resulting in the generous
offer of the City Council representative (Coun-
cillor Howling) that an extra light could be
placed at Bazaar-terrace if that should be
decided upon. The subsequent action taken in
regard to the matter is contained in the precis
hereunder. A regular round table conference
took place, and Mr. Bryan bad by far the
greater part of the discussion, which was quite
agreed to as he was most concerned. There-
fore he should have been the last to put for-
ward such a circular as this.

From the shorthand notes taken, this is what
occurred-

TIspector Hunter said be had reeirved nou
objection from the Technical School author-
ities asking that the taxi Rtand he shifted
from their vicinity. 'The stand in front of
\Vinterbottom 's was suggrested. Councillor
Howling said that if the Traffic Department
thought Bazaar-terrace was a good place, he
did not think they would have any objection,
and that there would be no objection to an
extra light being placed, there. Mr. Bryan
said that if the inspector did not want St.
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George 's-terrace, he would be wiling for the
stand to be mad(, in Wellington-street near
King-street. It was suggested that the exact
point should be fixed in Wellington-street, but
the stand was to be fixed after the City Coun-
oil had consulted 'with the Traffic Department.

That surely disarms all those 'who say that
an arrogant attitude has beeni adapted, that
those people have not been consulted or their
v'iews obtained, when they actually assented
to what had been done until the taxi owners
started to raise objections.

Mr. North: You admit that the Welling-
ton-street terminal was a bad choice.

The IMINISTER FOR WORKS: Yes,
that is my personal viewv. Let me repeat
what I said to the newspaper reporter-

The effect of the disallowance of these regn-
Waions by the Legislative Council can be
summed up under three headings t-First of
all it deprives Cottesloc of any omnnibus route
at nil; second, it deprives those mien en-
gaged in the business of conducting that busi-
nes, and third, it is going to malks the ad-
inistration of the Act more expensive.

The member for West Perth has 'obvlouily
over-looked the regulations that were framed
in 1924, or he could not possibly bold the
opinion he has expressed to-night. The reg-
ulations, prescribed on the 24th October1
1924, and laid before both Houses of Par-
liament, were not challenged and conse-
quently they now have the force of an Act
of Parliament. They read-

No person shall cause or permit any vehicle
liewted as a passenger vehicle to ply as an
omnibu~s wi6thin the metropolitan area else-
where than along the routes indicated and set
forth in the schedule hereto.

Every holder of a passenger vehicle license
in respect of a vehicle plying as an omnibus
within the metropolitan area shall, within
seven (lays after the passing of these regula-
tions, present his license to the proper licens-
hag authority, who shall cause to be indorsed
thereoni the route along which the vehiele is
authorised to ply.

Every passenger vehicle license hereafter is-
sued for any vehicle which it is intended shall
ply as an omnibus within the metropolitan
area shall have indorsed thereon the route
along which such vehicle shall ply.

No person shall cause or permit any pas-
senger vehicle plyingr as an omnibus to ply
along any route within the metropolitan are&,
except that indorsed on the passenger vehicle
license issued in respect of such vehicle.

C'onsequently if there is no route prescribed
for Cottesloc, there can be no service. That
is plain to anyone who can read English
and nobody can contend otherwise. The fault
of Cottesloe's not having a taxi service
when the law is enforced will not rest 'with

the Government or with me, but with ti
champions or those who pretend to be tb
champions of the taxi owners and the Legii
lative Council. I have tried twice to giv
Cottesloe a route, and because objection i
taken to one feature of it, the taxi owrner
say they will not have any route at at!
I regret that they seem to want to take ai
extreme attitude all through, and not t
modify it in any way. Had I been ap
proached regarding a modification of th
terminus in the city, something could oh
viously have been done. The taxi men's aug
gestion, to run the joy ride along Claremon
and then back to the ordinary route show
that the taxid service to Cottesloe is not a
payable concern, that it is not the Cotteslo'
business the men want, but the business fron
here to Claremont. They were not prepare(
to give the shortest route to the Cottesloi
business. Evidently the Cottesloc traffic I
not payable, and these men want to cut int(
business already being catered for by 121
others, according to the statement of them
men themselvesi otherwise the propositior
is not payable. I have put forward my viev
that the Cottesloe, taxi men should hsvt
accepted the route, because now they havE
no route and cannot ply.

11r. W~orth: But they followed the route
The MINISTER FOR WORIVS: The3

should have accepted. the route and ap-
proached me for a modification of the Perti
terminal, which the hon. member declare,,
to be their main concern. Undoubtedly some
arrangement would hove been arrived at,
and then the men would have been able to
carry on their business.

Aifr. North:- Do you blamne the men for
the Council's action?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Cer-
tainly. The hon. member surely does not
want me to believe that the resolution 'was
moved without having been prompted!

Mfr. North: There was no suggestion as to
route, only as to terminal.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Mem-
bers would not have moved without being
prompted to move. The Leader of the Op-
posi:tion by his interjections and his speech

tells mue that -my duty is to administer the
law, Tho law is that no omnibus can trade
except on a prescribed route.

Mr. Davy: The law?
The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Yes; the

law. The regulation I have just quoted
states that distinctly.

3fr. Davy: That is the -regulation which
was disallowed.
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The MINISTER FOR WORKS: No.
Mr. Davy: Was it not disallowed?

The M1INISTER FOR WORKS: It was
gazetted in 1924.

Mr. Davy: But was it not disallowed?
The MINISTER FOR WORKS: It was

never even challenged.
Ron. G. Taylor: Does not this motion chal-

lenge it?
The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Even

without the regulation, the Act makes the
matter quite clear. The Opposition Leader
has urged that I administer the Act, and the
Act says these people can only ply on a
prescribed route. There is no prescribed
route in Cottesloe.

Mr. Davy: Where does it say that in the
Act?

The 2HINISTER FOR WORKS: I will
administer the law, and I hope these people
will show themselves prepared to accept the
law.

Mr. Davy: But where does it say that in
the Act?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: In my
judgment these people have been badly ad-
vised, and the advice given them is likely to
prove exceedingly expensive. They should
show that they are prepared to live within
the law, like other people. There has been
absolutely no persecution whatever. If there
is any charge to be made against the Gov-
ernment, it is the charge of having stood
idly by too long. Since 1924 the chars-
baucs have paid fees and kept to their route.
These other people, catering for the same
clas of business, have neither paid fees nor
kept to the route. If they hold the view
that that is to continue for all time, the
Minister will be lacking in his duty I f he
does not enforce the law. The member for
Claremont (Mr. North) urges that these
people should select their own route.
If they are allowed to do that and
in doing so to cut out the very
vitals of the railway traffic, the only
thing that can happen is that the country
people will have to pay higher fares and
freights, while the metropolitan people will
enjoy the convenience. That will 'be the
position. As to the Fremantle terminal for
charabanes, an agreement has been reached.
it would have. been zazetted ere this but
that we wanted to clear up the other posi-
tion. The new terminal will be Elder Place,
near the gas works, thus avoiding the con-
gestion of traffic. As regards the license
which was read out by the member for

Claremont, the date, 1st August, is longF
before the disallowance of the regulation,
which Occurred on the 26th October. I
shall have the matter inquired into, though
I can hardly credit that the police have
done such a thing. I hope the House will
not regard either the Government or myself
as opposed to up-to-date transport. One
would be denying the obvious were one to
say that motor transport had not dis-
possessed a great many of the old transport
methods. I would be the last to suggest
that anything should be done to damage
motor transport. But there must be regula-
tions, and the men must be given to under-
stand that tile law is to be obeyed. They
openly defy and taunt the police, and seek
to make the position as difficult and chaotic
as possible. They declare they can pull
strings and use influence that will prevent
any regulation whatever from becoming
effective. In October of last year the law
was made perfectly clear. Prior to that
time doubt existed, but since then it has
been made quite definite that these motor
cars were omnibuses. The money from the
fees does not go to the Government. but to
the local authorities; and the trafftc pool
has lost thousands of pounds owing to that
part of the. Act not being enforced. On
behalf of the Government I say that from
now on the Act is to be enforced. The
police have instructions to that effect. I
hope the men will be reasonable and will
recognise that they must keep within the
law as other members of the community do.
If they are prepared to obey the law, they
will find that the Government and everyone
connected with the administration of the
Act will show them every consideration and
make their occupation as profitable and con-
genial as possible.

RON. G. TAYLOR (Aft. Margaret)
[8.25] : The Act and the regulations have
been fully discussed. The complaint of the
member for Claremont (Mr. North) re-
ferred to the terminal point in Perth, and
to seven taxi drivers who are returned
soldiers. From the hon. member's speech it
seemed to me that these factors prompted
him to move the adjournment of the House,
especially having regard to the urgency of
the case and the fact that the men have
been compelled to pawn their furniture in
order to pay license fees. On top of all
that, they were prevented from operating.
The Minister need have no doubt as to
whether the regulations have been dis-
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allowed. They were disallowed on the 25th
October, according to the records of Parlia-
ment; and the license which has been
quoted was issued on the 26th October, the
following day, -while the route is prescribed
oil the back of the license.

The Minister for Works: There is some
mistake then.

H~on. (). TAYLOR: But for the document-
ary proof of the mistake, a contradiction
comning from the Minister would have beent
accepted as final. Now we find that
although the MTinister doubted the mistake,
nevertheless it is a fact. Most of the Min-
ister's reply was directed to the speech of
the member for Fremantle (_Mr. Sleeman),
and dealt with the difficulties, trials and
tribulations of the Fremantle people. The
Minister devoted very few words to the
complaint of the member for Claremont re-
garding the seven men who are in financial
diffieulties, and who deserve some considera-
tion as their ears are now omnibuses. Regu-
lation 4, which was disallowed, merely re-
peats a regulation gazetted in 1924. If the
1924 regulation stands in view of Regula-
tion 4 having been disallowed on the 25t1
Octoher, I do not think the Minister is
quite rirht, notwithstanding- the authority
of the Crown Law Department to the effect
that the regulation of 1924, being unehal-
lenged, holds good. The other regulation,'
practically in the same terms, was dis-
allowed. That being so, I naturally infer
that the previous reguilation cannot hold
good.

The Preinier: That mantter will be decided
by the court.

Hion. G. TAYLOR: The Premier is right
as to that. The Aet gives the Governor
power to make regulations. Such regrula-
tions merely execute the authority of the
Act of Parliament. If regulations drawn
up by the Crown Law Department arc ultra
rires, they will be disallowed by our courts.
But Parliament reserves to itself the right
to disallow regulations whether they arc in
accordlance with the Act or not. Parlia-
ment can say, "W~e do not like them, andl
we do not want them."j A resolution or
either Frouse can disallow regulations; andl
when these regulations were tested in the
House, they were disallowed. The reason
for the disallowance was not that the Gov-
ernor had not every authority to gazette
them and make them law, but that Parlia-
ment did not like them. The Minister has
sought to stress the matter from another
aspect. It is no use trying to confuse people

as to this. If the regulations were ultra
vires, the courts would disallow them; but
Parliament reserves to itself the right to
say, "Whether the regulations are or are
not in keeping with the authority we gave
you to frame them, stilt, if we do not like
them, we will disallow them." The Min-
ister said in plain langu~age that they had
no right to run on any route; there was no
route open to them.

Tim Minister for Works: Not in Cottesloe.
Hon. G. TAYLOR: That was the cause

of the hon. member's grievance, but now they
are cut clean out and the Minister has es-
pressed his intention to sc that the law is
carried out.

The Minister for Works: The intention
of the Government.

Hon. G. TAYLOR: How does the Minister
tally that with the view of other members
of his party? Surely they badI some ground
for moving the motion in another place.
They did not move it out of pique. They
must have had strong reason for taking the
action they did.

Mr. North: And agan-st their own Gov-
erment.

Hon. G. TAYLOR: It is all very well
to treat the matter lightly. Those members
in another place must have had strong re-
presentations made to them and they mun.
also have felt that there did in reality e-x-
ist, a grievance that required to be remedied.
We should look at the mnatter fairly and
squarely and if we do s-o we must come to
the conclusion that the Government have not
done the -right thing in connection with the
regulations. If the Public 'Works Depart-
mnent keep on framing regulations I have no
doubt that in time to come they will be able
to prepare a set that will be acceptable to
both Houses of Parliament. Unfortunately
up to date they have been very unsuccessful.

The Minister for Works: I do not think
I am ever likely to satisfy the Upper House.

Hon. G. TAYLOR: You cannot even sat-
isfy your own party in that House. I have
no intention of repeating anything that was
said in another place, because if I did so I
would be ruled out of ordr-r, but I do know
from conversations, that the case put up for
the defence of those regulations swayed the
House in their favour until the member who
moved the motion replied. That reply, I
understand, was so scathing on the Minister
and in regard to the inaccuracies, that he
had no difficulty in securing the disallowance
of the regulations.
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The Premier: And if the Minister had
had the opportunity to reply, he, too, would
have shattered those arguments. Unfor-
tunately the mover of the motion had the
last say, and was able to make any state-
ment.

Hen. G. TAYLOR: The intention of the
member for Claremont to move the motion
this afternoon was made known several days
ago. I know that wvhen it is proposed to
submvit a motion for the adjournment'of the
House, it is the proper thing for the mover
to acquaint the Premier.

The Premier: All explanations are ac-
cepted, but that does not affect the situation.

Hon. G. TAYLOR: Then the Minister
come,% along with a leather case filled with
documents and supported by the Under Sec-
retary sitting at his elhow, and beside
him the Secretary of the Police flepartment.
He wanted to make sure that he would not be
without all the information that he required
to defeat the motion of the member for
Claremont,

Hon. Sir James 'Mitchell: A whole body-
guard.

Ron. G. TAYLOR: The member for
Claremont has sufficiently ventilated the
matter and now I am sure he will not press
the motion. In any case, he would not get
a fair vote. Members opposite could not
vote for the motiona; if they did, it would be
an expression of no confidence in the Gov-
ernment. If we had been diacussing the regu-
lations, members opposite would have been
free to vote as they pleased, but not so with
a motion for the adjournment of the House,
which, if carried, would have to be taken as
a vote of no confidence. The matter has been
sufficiently ventilated now to enable the pub-
lie to get an idea of the attitude of the Gov-
ernment on the question, and towards the
seven men who have invested their all ink the,
business even to the extent of mortgaging
their furniture, for the purpose of earning&
a living.

The Premier: Go en, more sob stuff.

MR. NORTH (Claremont-in reply)
(8.87]: 1 presume I have the right to reply.

Mr. SPEAKER:- It is a moot question
whether the hon. member has the right to
reply, but as it has hitherto been permitted,
on motions for the adjournment, the hon.
member may proceed.

Mr. NORTH: I am sorry that the Min-
ister is still in the dark as to what were the
needs and wishes of the men concerned. The

route was applied for over and over again,
and I myself interviewed the Minister and
meetings were held in Cotteslos and
Claremont. There has been a good deal of
correspondence and the men approached
the routes committee. Further, the muni-
cipal council passed resolutions, and
yet in face of all this the Minister was
not aware that Wellington-street was selected
as the terminus, and that it was not the de-
sire of the in to leave St. George's- terrace.
On the 17th September I wrote to the Min-
ister for Works and stalfed that the City
Council had granted to the service a splendid
stand in St. George's-terrace. So far as T
am aware, all the councils and road boards
concerned arc prepared that the existing
route should be maintained. I asked the
routes committee to receive evidence from
the men c:oncerned or from anybody they
wished on this question. That application
was never replied to and therefore all we
can assume is that there was a determined
effort on the part of those in authority to
crush the service by letting the drivers have
the foolish route as set out in the first regu-
lation or else the foolish terminus as pro-
posed in the second regulation. Either those
interested were to have !L dud route or they
were to be given a terminus where respect-
able women could not with safety wait at
night time. There was reasonable ground
for complaint. It was idle to say that St.
George's-terrace was congested to such ain
extent that a stand could not be granted for
one car in front of the Technical School.
I am astounded that the Minister should
seriously contend that the seven taxis
running at intervals of a quarter of
an hour, should do any, harm by hav-
ing their terminus in St. George's-terrace.
There was a determined effort on the part
of the authorities to crush the service by
providing either a foolish route or a foolish
terminus. In all fairness I should be allowed
to explain the attitude of ilr. Kitson in an-
other place. It was said that he was agitat-
ing in the direction of defeating the Act, or
that it should be ignored. What he did say
was that the regulations limiting buses
to specified routes sbrnuld be thrown
out. Otherwise there would have been
no possibility of the vehicles giving
a service to the public during the
hiatus between the period when the then
existing regulations were thrown out and
when the Minister would frame new ones.
Another place expected that the regulations
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would be brought into force again except-
ing, of course, those that had been objected
to. If the Council had accepted the regula-
tions, the Minister would have said, "The
law is that the terminus shall be in
Wellington-street and I must rigorously
enforce it." The Council's endorsement
of the disallowance of the regulations
proves that we were justified in bringing the
matter forward and it was proof that the
taxi drivers had been perseuted for some
time past. I hope the matter will not end
here, and though the Minister said that these
men were defying the law, I assure him that
they are willing to abide by the law. They
have always been willing to do so and they
express the hope that the -Minister will bring
in regulations at the earliest opportunity on
lines similar to those that existed at the be-
ginning. There is a far more vital principle
at stake than that of seven men losing their
livelihood, although that is bad enough. It is
pretty rotten to find the authorities hound-
ing out those who are trying to earn a
living under the Traffic Act as it is now ad-
ministered. I hope that better counsels will
prevail and that the Minister will consent to
receive these men. They have tried to get
his ear. He says they have never once called
upon him, and he thought they had accepted
the Wellington-street terminus. They got as
far as the Minister's secretary, Mr. Andrew,
who referred them to the routes committee.
With all his duties the Minister is not in a
position to deal with every matter, and this
ease he referred to the committee. As soon
as the "Gazette" was out on Friday the men
went straight to the Minister in the hope of
seeing him, but Mr. Andrew sent them to the
committee. They then approached the core-
ittee. I have learned this evening that the
committee wvould not receive them on the
ground that the matter was sub judice and
under discussion in another place. That be-
ing so the men were unable to get a hearing,
nlthouzh they made every effort to do so.
The Mayor of Cottesloe, Mr. Bryan, may
have been tricked into saying something he
was sorry for afterwards. The moment he
finished his evidence before the board he
asked leave to withdraw. He was, however,
persuaded to remain. He was then told
that Tnspector Hunter would not allow taxis
in the Terrace, and would have them all re-
moved later on. He was also told he would
have to choose between Wellington-street or
some other place. He chose Wellington-
sfreet because he was in a comner. Inspector

Hunter should seek advice from men of
wider experience and acquire knowledge
from larger cities.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: It is the Min-
ister you must go for, not the inspector.

Mr. NORTH : The objection is to the
terminus chosen on the expert evidence
not of the committee, but of Inspector
Hunter.

Ron. G. Taylor: That is the Minister's
affair.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: It is the Min-
ister you should attack.

Mr. NORTH : I do not want to attack
anyone, but to show the sort of difficulty we
have got into. The inspector is the Minis-
ter's officer, and he considers that the traffic
must he taken away from the Terrace. There
are 90 taxis using it to-day and 32 chars-
banes. There is room for them all, as wvell
as for the seven I am principally concerned
with. It is a cruel thing to think that six
months ago those seven taximen enjoyed the
use of a rank. It was gazetted by the Perth
City Council, and now they have been denied
the privilege of using it. I ask that they
should he restored to their position. If the
action of these men for the last mo nth is
closely examined it will be found that they
have obeyed the law. They are looking for-
regulations by which they may abide. They
have given a service for 12 months and
should be allowed to continue it. When the
matter is dropped I ask the Minister to
allow these men to go hack to the service
they pioneered. I now asic leave to with-
draw the motion.

Motion by leave withdrawn.

BILL-LAND TAX AND INCOME

TAX.

Council's Pressed Request.

Message from the Council received and
read, notifying the Assembly that it pressed
its requested amendment.

QUESTION-STATE HOTELS, PROFITS.
Mr. E. B3. JO1-NSTON asked the Pre-

oier: 1, With reference to the profit shown
on the balance sheet of the State hotels for
the last financial year, what amounts would
have been payable by a private owner of
the said hotels on the following accounts:
(a) road board rates; (b) health board
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ratvs; (tc) licensing fees, including 5 per
cent. on puirchase; (d) compensation fee
of 2 per cent. on purchases; (e) State in-
come tax; (f) Federal income tax; (g)
State land tax; (h) Federal land tax? 2,
What profit, if any, would have been shown
by the State hotels if the heavy charges to
which all private hotels are liable were
debited agiust them!

The PREIER replied: 1. and 2, This
information will be compiled and laid upon
the Table of the Rouse in due course.

DILL- RAILWAYS DISCONTINUANCE.

In Committee.

I tr. Lutey in the Chair; the Minister for
Railways in charge of the Bill.

Clauses 1, 2-agreed to.
Schedule:
Mr. WITHERS: .1 move an amend-

ment-
That the :first paragraph be struck out,

This relates to the Bunbury Racecourse line.
T was not aware that it tas included in the
Vili until I sawv the newspaper report of the
debates on the morning after the second
reading wns carried. I have been ap -
proached by different bodies concerning this
line. I have figures to dispute the state.
went of thW Ministt.r with regard to the an-
nual revezrie which he set down at £20.
The secretary of the race club informs me
that in 1923 the sum of £50 was paid to the
Railway Department; in 1924 the amount
was £C30; in 1926 it was £45; and in 1926
it was £52 10s. Last year the show com-
mittee paid £5 16s. for shunting charges of
stock and material. In addition, certai-a
sums were paid on account of the passenger
traffic returtns. In 1923 the Railway De-
partment authorised the expenditure of
£432 for the construction of a show round
platform. This ground is used for show
purposes as well as for sports, and it will
be the geniral recreation reserve of Bun -
bury. Even now people are looking it over
with a view to establishing a motor speed-
way there. Other people are considarirw
the clearing of the racecourse as an emer-
gency landing ground for aeroplanes. Trucks
have frequently been loaded at the bead of
the line for the carriage of tuart, stone, an-l
travel, aind could be used aguin in connec-
tion with the operations of the Main Roads
H3oard. The Minister would be unwise to

take up these rails. I have received a tele-
from fromt the acting Mayor of Bunbury,
saying, "Understand Government propose
removing racecourse railway. Council and
residents strongly protest against action of
Government without being consulted." I
have also a letter from the town clerk
:.tating that other local bodies are in-
rensed at the idea of the line being
taken up. It is only 11/s miles in
length, and I do not know what good
purpose could be served by removing it.
The secretary of the Bunbury Race Club
informed me that it was intended to run
special trains from Perth to Bunbury in
order to convey passengers and horses
direct to the racecourse. I believe the same
thing is done at Northam and York. At
present the horses have to be landed on the
main platform at Bunbury because there
are no yarding facilities to enable stock to
be detrained there. There is a possibility
of the establishment of superphosphate
works adjacent to the line and in view of
these considerations I hope the Minister
will not he hasty regarding the line. I
realise from the railway point of view that
it will cost a considerable amount to put
the line in proper order for passenger
traffic, but why did not the Railway De-
partment safeguard tbe position long ago?
There is a danger from show stock taken
through the streets of Bunbury and that
will be necessary if the railway is taken
up. Such a thing is not allowed in Perth
or Claremont. I do not see why the rail-
way facilities should be taken away seeing
that the rails will be of such little value
elsewhere.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: I
was surprised to hear the figures quoted by
the bon. member, seemingly with authority.
They were apparently supplied by people
who should be in a position to give figures
correctly. It is not usual for a Minister to
test the financial details supplied to him by
his department. Suich figures are always
accepted in good faith. The departmental
figures supplied to me showed that the earn-
ings averagcd £20 for the past three years.
If one organisation, such as the Race Club,
can show that £50 was paid in one year,
someone will have to find out where the
difference bas gone! During the 31A years
I have been Minister for Railways the de-
patrtinental figures have always stood the
light of investigation. The point is that
the line cannot be used without an expendi-
ture of between £C700 and £1T,000. We have
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endeavoured to keep trains working over
the line, hut at a reduced speed of eight
miles an hour.

Hon. CG. Taylor: It would he a grand
thing to go to the races at eight miles an
hour.

Mr. Sampson: It would create the proper
atmosphere.

The Premier: I think the motors would
heat us there.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: We
have to consider the question of safety, andl
if the engineers report that the line is in
bad order and requires an expenditure of
upwards of £700 before the safe working
of the line can be guaranteed, -I wvill not be
prepared to say that the trains must run,
nor will I he prepared to recommend the
Treas;urer to spend that money.

The Premier : If the amendment were
agreed to, it would simply mean that we
would close the line uip and let it stay there.

The MTNISTER FOR RAILWAYS: That
would be the position.

Mr. Lindlsay: Anyhow, a mile and a half
is not far to walk to a racecourse.

The Premier: 'Many people have to walk
beck after the Trcs.

Hon. Sir JAME S MIT CHELL: If we
agree to the schedule, and the line is taken
up, will the taxis he permitted to run over
the route to the racecourse? Is there any
guarantee that they will not be prevented
from doing so?

The Premier:- There is an open go down
there.

The INinister for Railways: That question
is dealt with IV the local authorities, as it
is outside the metropolitan area.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: I think
the 'Minister should ascertain whether the
returns he quoted are correct before he asks
the Committee to agree to the line beiniz
taken up.

Mr. SAMPSON: I hope the Minister will
agree to accept the suggestion made by the
Leader of the Opposition. There can be no
need for expedition in this matter. The
Minister when moving the second reading
was silent respecting the Bunbury race-
course line, The taking uip of this line
would he a very serious matter to Bunbury.
and I hope the Minister will reconsider the
departmental decision. The delay involverd
will not injiire anybody.

Ion. G4. TAYLOR: The Minister on the
second rending told us the position of the
three lines, what they were earning and the
losses involved. This is purely a depart-

mental matter. The Minister has been in-
formed by the Commissioner of Railways
that it is necessary to pull up these lines
end utilise the rails for other purposes. I
expect the Minister has been just as accu-
rately informed as to the Bunbury line as
he was with respect to the goldflelds lines.
The Committee would not be justified in
accepting the suggestion of the member for
Bunhury that the Minister's statement re-
garding the Bunbury line was incorrect.
There is a discrepancy somewhere, and the
Railway Department is a pretty shrewd
Judge of the value of its lines. If I were
to disbelieve the Minister as to the one line,
T should have to disbelieve him as to the
other lines.

Mr. 'WITHE RS:- As I have said, I called
at the office of the secretary of the Bunbury
Race Club, and that official pulled out his
book and read out the figures for 1923, 1924,
192.5 and 1926. 1 put down the figures as
he called them out, so .1 could scarcely have
made a mistake. Therefore I must accept
these figures. This railway was constructed
and actually used for traffic before the Bil
authorising its construction was passed. I
hope that, if this Bill passes, the Minister
or the department will not be in a hurry
to put it into operation. It would be an
awful pity if the line were removed and
then within the next 12 months we had some
developments that would necessitate the
putting hack of the line.

Amiendment put and negatived.

Schedule put end passed.

Ti tie-agreed to.

Bill reported without amendment, and the
report adopted.

BILL-MENTAL TREATMENT.

In Oommittee

Resumed from the 27th October. Mr.
Lutey in the Chair; the Minister for Health
in charge of the Bill.

Clause 4-Involuntary patients (partly
cnsidered)

The MINISTER FOR HEALTHT: When
last the clatuse was under discussion, the
question wns raised as to whether Suhelauses
1 and 2 should be read jointly or separately.
I have since consulted the Crown Solicitor
on the point. He says it is clear that the
Lwo suhelauses mu.st be -read conjointfly. The
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one provides the method under which the
order can be issued, whist the other pre-
scribes tbe proofs that must be provided.
However, sinc there is the possibility that
some justices mnig'st read Subelause 1 sep-
arately,. the Crown Solicitor suggests that to
make it quite clear we should delete the
numeral "(2)" andi so make the first and
second subelauses read as one- He algj)
suggested the addition of a proviso to get
over the difficulty, pointed out by the mem-
ber for Perth and other members, of ob-
taining two medical certificates in a remote
district. A further amendment suggested
by Mr. Sayer is that in the proviso to Sub
clause 6, dealing with the extension of treat-
ment, we should strike out "may" and in-
sert "shall." T move an amendment-

That in Subelause 2 ''(2)"1 be struck out.

Amendment put and passed.

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: I
move an ameandment-

That the following proviso be added to Sub-
clause (2) :-"Provided that if in any part
of the State it is impracticable to obtain
the certificate of two medical practitioners,
an order may be made on the certificate of
one medical practitioner subject to the ex-
pressed condition that the certificate of an-
other medical practioner must be indorsed on
the order within 14 days alter the patient is
received into the hospital or reception house."~

AMr. DAVY: There is no such provision
in the Lunacy Act applying to a persou
previous to his being declared. It is neces-
sary to have sworn. testimony.

The Minister for Health: No one will be
accepted if he has been previously certified
insane.

Amendment put and passed.

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: I
move an amendment-

That in the proviso to Subelause (6)
''may'' be struck out, and the word ''shall''
inserted to lieu.

Air. SAMPSON: The Minister has shown
commendable consideration in meeting the
suggestions of the member for Perth and
the member for East Perth, but there is no
justification for this amendment. If two
certificates are provided at the outset, there
should be no need tor a certificate to detain
a patient for a further period.

Mr. Kenneally: Would you give that
power to any justice of the peae

Mr. SAMPSON: Under the proviso a
justice May require a certificate.

Mr. Thomscn: It will take two certili-
cates to put a man in the home and only
one to keep him there.

The Presder: No, it will need the In-
spector 0eaeral and then another doctor,
which will make two.

Mr. SAM'PSONi In view of the consid-
eration given to this clause in another place,

Jsee no reason wvhy we should alter it.

Mr. THOMSON: The proviso should go
even further. Patients should be made to
feel that they are getting a fair deal. It is
necessary for two doctors to certify a pa-
tient as insane befure he can be admitted to
the home.

The Minister for Health: No, a patient
will not be certified insane.

Mr. THO)MSON: When a patient is
placed in the home be will be in need of
mental treatment. As we require two cer-
tificates in the first place, two should be re-
quired to extend the period. Relatives, to'.,,
would feel more sittisfied if two certificates
were insisted on.

The CHAIEMAN: Let us deal with tho
amendment first of all.

Mr. KEYYEALLY: The member for
Swan agrees that two medical men should
be required to complete the evidence on
which patiunts are received into the home,
but be objects to an amendment making it
mandatory to have an independent medical
certificate, in addition to the signature of
the justice, to extend the period. I appre-
ciate the manner in which the Minister has
met our criticism. It should not be left to
a justice of the peace to extend the period
from six months to 12 months.

Mr. Davy: Or to decide whether there
shall be a loctor's certificate or not.

Mr. KENNEALLY: That is so. I hope
the amendment wil be accepted.

Mr. SAM'PMON: When the Bill was in-
t-oduced in another place the perce was
12 months and Dr. Saw was instrumental
in getting it limited to six months with a
right to extend it to a maximum of 12
months. Under the amendment, no matter
what the condition of a patient may be,
another certificate will be required before
the period can be extended. That is quite
unnecessary.

Mr. DAVY: I wish to go a little further
than the Minister proposes. The extension
of the period of incarceration by twice as
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much as the original period should be as
closely safeguarded as the original adnmis-
sion. Suich words as "The medical prac-
titioner whose certificate shall be required
shalI not be a subordinate of the Tnspector
General of Insane" would secure an inde-
pendent opinion entirely outside the Inspec.
tar General's influence.

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: Two
medical certificates have been suggested for
the purposes of this clause. I ame anxious
that patients under the conditions here laid
down should receive fair treatment; but
irrespective of where the patient might be.
No authority in the land would be likely to
prefer any ofther medical opinion to that
of the Inspector General in this connection.
However, I want the Inspector General'q
opinion backed by another opinion. If my
amendment is carried, I shall have no ob-
jection to accepting that suggested by the
member for West Parth.

Mr. BROWN: How is this clause to be
administered 9 In the case of a man out-
back acting queerly, in the first place it
would be necessary to communicate with the
police.

Amendment put and passed.

Mr. THO'MSON: I move an amendment-- -

That in the proviso the words ''a'' and
''practitioner'' be struck out, and ''two" and
"pattoes respectively inserted in lien.

People who have been under restraint have
told me of their experiences, and of the diffi-
culty they had in securing release.

The Minister for Health: They had been
certified: these would not be certified.

Mr. THOMSON: "Medical treatment" un-
der this measure will mean detention for six
months, except in the event of the Board
of Visitors recommending release earlier.
The case quoted by the Premier gives cause
for thought, and this provision affects the
liberty of the subject. One of my inform-
ants, who stressed the difficulty he had in
obtaining release, is now carrying on bus-
mness quite as keenly as he did before his
unfortunate seizure.

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: I shall
not accept the amendment, which I do not
think is necessary. Two opinions are required
now, that of the Inspector General and that
of an independent medica practitioner.

Mr. Thomson: What if those two dis-
agree'?

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: Then
the patient would have to be discharged-

Mr. SAMPSON: The home to be estab-
lished under the Bill would Dot be a home
for certificated patients but one for the
treatment of uncertificated patients. Too
many of these amendments will defeat the
object of the Bill.

Amendment put and negatived.

Mr. DAVY: I move an amendment-

That in the proviso after ''practitioner,''
ih line 3, there be inserted ''who is not a
Government officer.''

Air. SAMPSON: Many doctors are subsL-
dised, and that fact creates a difficulty. Fur-
ther, there is always difficulty in getting a
private medical practitioner's signature for
anything, relating to admission to a home
or an asylum. The amendment refers to
extension of the time during which the
patient is treated. As regards the first six
months of treatment, there is no provision
for a private medical practitioner's opinion.

Mr. DAVY: The amendment is necessary,
and the words "medical practitioner' indi-
cate that the draftsman had a private medical
pracutitioner in mind. The carrying of my
amendment will afford a safeguard against
possible certification by a junior medical
officer.

Amendment put and passed; the clause, as
amended, agreed to.

Clauses 5 to 9--agreed to.

Clause 10-A person charged with an
offence may be remanded to a hospital for
observation:

Mr. SAMPSON: At the second reading
,stage it was stated that the observation ward
at the Perth Hospital would no longer be
required if this measure passed. flow is
it proposed then to treat acute an'1

urgent cases of delirium tremens and
the like if there is no mental hospital
nearer then that at Point Heathcote?
I do not wish to see the observation ward
continued, but some temporary accommoda-
tion, surely, will have to be provided.

The Premier: Why?

Clause put and passed.

Clause li-agreed to.

Schedule, Title-agreed to.

Bill reported with amendments.
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BILL-STATE INSURANCE.

Second Reading.

Debate resumed from the 18th October.

MR. DAVY (W~est Perth) [1O.2J: It is
wearisome enough to have to make a second
speech on more or less the same subject
when the two speeches are separated by
only a year. It is more wearisome at this
time of the night, and perhaps even more
wearisome for those who have to listen to
m~e.

The Premier: They cannot escape.
Mr. DAVY: However, I thought the

Premier exhibited some sense of weariness
when moving the second reading. I found
he did not seem to quite enjoy it, and be
was almost too bored to get cross with us.
He w~as in a particularly good temper that
night and did not give one the idea that he
had very much enthusiasm for his task.
However, he got through his job, and now
we have to criticioe his proposition even
though it be late 6t night. It does not seem
to me that in its immediate results the Bill
has any great importance, except to the
Government. The Government embarked
on a course of action in regard to State
insurance against the law of the land, and
it became necessary for them to get their
action ratified. It is only natural that they
should come along and desire Parliament to
ratify their action. To that extent the
passage of the Bill is of some importance
to the Governmnent. In so far as the Bill is
to authorise them to embark upon branches
of insurance that they have not hitherto,
undertaken, it seems to mec it is going to
make very little immediate difference to
the Government or to anybody else. For
after all, even if the establishing of a State
insurance office did do everything that its
most ardent advocates claim, it is going to
make very little difference indeed to the
pockets of the workers of this or any other
country. I regret, and everybody must re-
gret, that a greater number of the wage
earners of this country are not insured.
We should like to see such a state of affairs
as that every man in regular work would
own his own house and other property.

Mr. Penton: He can't do it on the wages
he receives.

Mr. DAVY: Of course I am not suggest-
ing it can he done, but I, like every other
sensible person, would desire to see such a
position as that. We all desire to see every

man in regular work in his own house and
accumulating certain other property as he
goes on through life. But that is not so.
So there is a very small proportion of wage
earners in this or any other community
that has to take out insurance. That being
so, the immediate results of establishing a
State insurance office, even if it does every-
thing the Premier claims for it, will not
appreciably benefit the worker. The Pre-
mier says he has a mandate to bring down
this measure and so cstablish State insur-
ance in all its branches in Western Aus-
tralia.

The Premier: I said, of course, as far as
it was possible to get a mandate.

Mr. DAVY: I will deal with that in a
minute. My comment on that statement
by the Premier, made, I admit, with his
characteristic appreciation of the difficul-
ties facing him in establishing what he is
elaiming-niy comment is first of all that
no such thing as a mandate for anything
was riven to the Government at the last
"leetions. Alfter all, I take it, when a maein-
bor of Parliament claims he has a inandaLe
from the people, he means that a certati1
Proposal capable of being fully understood,
:11jd actually fully understood, by the
people has been put to the people and that
a majority, even an appreciable majority,
has decla. ed in favour of that proposal by
returning that politician to power. That,
I take it. would be more or less defining
what a mandate was. Of course the matter
I. now propose to deal will, has been dealt
with before. Yet it is necessary to declare
arain that in point of fact the Goverijuent
did not receive, even after making due
allowance for uncontested seats, a majority
of the votes of the people of Western Aus-
tTRia.

The Mi~nister for Mines: Yes, they did.
Mr. DAVY : If we simply quote the

ordinary figures, the actual votes recorded
for candidates supporting the Government.
and for those candidates not supporbig L!ic
Government. there were 63,666 for the Gov-
ernment and against the Government
76,773. Now, of course, the Premier justifi-
ably says that that does not conclude the
matter. But if we go farther and after
making allowances-I will admit they must
necessarily be to a certain extent arbitrary.
for we cannot make a hard and fast rule-
after making allowances for votes that
would have been cast for the Government,
if there had been a contest with a candidate
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representing the Government in constitu-
encies where there was not a contest, and
making allowances for votes that would
have been against the Government if there
had been a contest in other electorates
where there was no contest, we nevertheless
arrive at a result showing for the Govern-
ment 7.5,000 odd votes, and against the Gov-
ernment 77,000 odd votes.

The Premier: How do you arrive at the
figures?, There were the uncontested seats
You have to calculate there.

Mr. DAVY: Yes; and it is a very diff-
cult thing.

The Premier: You can only calculate the
votes that would have been cast for and
against the Government.

Mr. DAVY: Yes, hut it is possible to
make an estimate and ,Ot some sort of a
enide. Probably a person desiring to make
out the opposite case would have taken per-
centages slightly different. One would be
apt to do that. The result I have quoted
has been arrived at by taking the nine
seats uncontested by candidates who were
aglaist the Government, six of them gold-
fields seats, and allowing a percentage for
non-flovernment candidates on the basis
obtained in districts of a similar kind that
were contested. I allow to the Government
jn the six goldfields districts 57 per cent. ot
the votes polled and on the opposite side
43 per cent. For a place like Collie it is very
difficult to arrive at an estimate. Collie
being a strong industrial centre, although
a considerable amount of farming is carried
on in the district, T assume that the Oov-
ermnent. would get 60 per cent. of the
support.

The Premier: I do not think it would
work out on the basis you have taken. A
reasonable assumption is that the uncon-
tested seats were more strongly Labour
than the seats that were contested.

Mr. DAVY: If that is so, it would cut
both ways, because there were six seats noit
contested by Labour candidates. Take
Wagin, Beverley and Pingelly: for the pur-
poses of the flaures I have quoted I calcu-
lated them on the bhasis of Katanning.

The Premnier: As contested seats.
Mr. DAVY: Wagin, Beverley and PingeLly

were not contested.
Mr. Mann:- What about Toodyayl
Mr. DNkVY: Toodyay is dealt with on

another basis because it is in a different
part of the country. Wagin, Beverley and
Pingelly might. reasonably be said to bie

on the same basis as Katanning, where X1
per cent. of the poii was in favour of tht
Government candidate. On the suggestior
that the Premier has just inade, I am mori
than fair to the Government candidate
when I give Labour the same percentage it
Wagin, Beverley, and Pingelly. The Pre,
mier now says that because there was ac
contest in those three districts-I believe
something happened at Piugelly to prevent
jt-it is reasonable to assume that his party
would have done worse than at Katauning

The Premier: No.
Mx. DAVY: It would cut both ways.
The Premier: You could have taken

York, for instance.
Mr. DAVY: In York , iwin, and Tood-

yay there was no Lahoni candidate, and
I took them on a common basis because
they were analogous. 1i those districts I
have given Labour 26 per cent.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: Mow give us a
bit of State insurance.

.Mr. DAVY: I am bec;oming accustomed
to being dictated to by certain members on
the front benches, but I do not propose to
be dictated to by the member for Guild-
ford.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: State insurance
would be more to the point.

Mr. DAVY: York was worse than
Katanning in that the parcentage of Labour
supporters was only 26. On that basis,
wbich T am ready to adnmit is not a final
yolutioa of the difficulty, we find that there
were polled more votes against the Govern-
meat than for them. If one can make out
oiven a reasonable ease, an arguable case,
that there would have been more votes
polled against the Government than for
them, if one can put up a ease that is en-
titled to he considered as honest and sensible,
it is idle for the Government to claim that
they have a mandate, that is that a majority
have declared in no uncertain voice in
favour of a particular piece of legislation.
I remind the Premier that in South .Aus.
tralia the Labour Government claimed a
mandate to establish Statc insurance, I
quote that because I know it is practically
impossible to get a mandate on a subject
like State insurance. It is difficult to get
numbers of people who are not personally
in contact with what insurance means, to
understand the pros, and cons of it. It is
not a matter of inferiority of understand-
ing; it is a matter of their not having come
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into contact with it. It is easy for the
Premier or for any of us to understand
what insurance means, because we all do
some insurance and are in contact with it.

Ron. W. D. Johnson: It is a question
on which everyone is an authority because
everyone does somne insurance.

Mr. DAVY: I am not taliag about per-
sons in authority; I am talking of persons
who work hard Rill day andl have their own
concerns to attend to and cio not come into
contact with insurance. At one of my eec-
tion meetings I was asked why I was op-
posed to State insurance in view of the fact
that State insurance in England bad been
such a boon and blessing to the people. The
questioner was referring to the national
insurance scheme established by Mr. Lloyd
George which has nothing to do with the
proposal we are debating at present. In
South Australia the Labour Government
claimed a mandate from the people to es-
tablish State insurance and they fought
vigorously to get the measure passed, but
it was thrown out by the Upper House.
At the next election, the Government that
claimed to have received the mandate were
thrown out by the people. That shows that
one can take very little notice of these
claims to having received mandates from
the people. The Labour Government in
South Australia claimed to have a man-
date for State insurance; the measure was
thrown out by the Upper I-ouse and at the
next election the Governmet were defeated.

The Premier: I suppose they were de-
feated because they did not carry out the
mandate.

Mr. DAVY: No, they did their best to
carry it out. I suggest as a word of warn-
ig to the Premier that the claiming of

mandates on matters of this kind is at least
sometimes followed by being turned out of
office by the people at the next available
opportunity.

The Premier: It is the first time in my
life I have taken a mandate.

Mr. DAVY: 1 think the Premier did it
with considerable diffidmence, and properly
so. Passing from the question of mandates.
which I submit is a contention that will not
hold water, the Premier claims that insur-
ance is peculiarly something that the State
can do more efficiently than can private
enterprise. He has admitted, though all his
supporters will not admit, that there are
many things that could be better done by

private enterprise than by the State, but
he says insurance is peculiarly a thing
that can he run more efficiently by
the State than by private enterprise.
After I heard that statement made I could
not help finding it difficult to reconcile it
with the undeniable fact that in New Zealand,
where State insurance has been carried on
for many years, the State Insurance Office
does 8 per cent. of the 'tvoJ of the business
and the private companies do 92 per cent.
I think the establishment of a State Insur-
ance Office there must date back to some
time before 1890. 1 know my father left
New Zealand early in the 90's, 'and he had a
policy taken out in a New Zealand Life In-
surance Office before he left. If there was
this exceptional efficiency about the State
Insurance Office doing this kind of business,
I cannot understand why the private com-
panies in New Zealand have been able to
survive all this time and do practically the
whole of the work.

Mr. Corboy: It is difficult to understand
why the private companies object if they do
so well.

Mr. DAVY: To tell the House the truth,
I do not know why they objct. It does not
seem to me that it will hurt them in the
slightest. I know why I object, and I will
tell the House later on.

Hon. W. A. Johnson: We have been wait-
ing a long time to hear.

Mr. DAVY: I hope the hon. member will
be patient. If one were able to analyse the
figures, one would find that State insurance
offmi; everywhere in the world mainly did
their own business. The Premier tells us
that in Vtctoria, which has a State Insurance
Office to deal with workers' compensation
only, one-third of the whole of the business
done by it constitutes Government business.
I am making an assertion which I cannot
support by figures, but I strongly suspect
that if we had an analysis of the whole of
the work done by the Victorian Workers'
Compensation Office, we would find that of
the balance of two-thirds practically all of
it is business that can be influenced by the
Government, such as local authorities, etc.
The only conclusions to 6e drawn from the
experience of New Zealand and other coun-
tries. is that people prefer to deal with pri-
Nate enterprise. There is an enormous nunm-
her Of people who unless they were eanvassel
or compelled by law to do so, would never
insure. Most members will have taken out
some insurance policy on their livets. A
prudent man does that, but how many of
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us took out a policy of our own volition
when we originally insured, and how many%
of us voluntarily increase the value of our
policies? As a man's means increase, if he
is prudent, and can afford. more, he will
increase the cover upon his life.

Edon. W. D. Johnson: I suppose you know
this Bill does not deal with life tasurance?

31r. DAVY: The Premier admitted that
it did. This Bill will enable the State Insur-
ance Office to deal with any kind of insur-
ance.

Ron. W. D). Johnson: I do not think so.
Mr. DAVY: It deals with all kinds of

insurance. The Premier does not deny that
the Bill, 9f carried in its present form,
will give him power to establish an office
to deal with all kinds of insurance, including
life.

The Premier: It is not intended to deal
with life insurance, although the Bill is a
very broad one.

Mr. DAVY: One cannot judge of the in-
tentions of the Government, except by what
they say. We arc asked to give that power.

Mr. Angelo: Perhaps they will agree to
a proviso exempting life insurance.

Mr. DAVY: No doubt this Bill, if it ever
hecoines law, will be in a very different
form from what it is now. just as the Bill
the Premier brought down last year, if it
had been put on the statute-book, would have
been put there in a different form troni
what it first stood in. 1 do not propose to
pour out a mass of figures at this time of
the night. One of the chief pieces of stat-
istics produced by the Premier that stuck
in mny mind was his statement from the New
Zealand year book regarding the New Zea-
land insurance office. He said that owing to
the activities of that office the premiums
had been decreased by a very large amount.
I have not been able to get hold of a copy
of the report to see the context from which
the extract was quoted, but the Premier was
good enough to give me a copy of the extract
which also appears in "Harnsard." If it was
just that and nothing more, one would desire
to know how that conclusion was arrived at.
It is not sufficient to say that before a cer-
Lain time the premiums were so and so, and
that after the State Insurance Office had
been established the premiums became so
and so, and that such and such a
result was the consequence. That -would be
an absurd argrument to use. I have been
informed that there have been substantial
decreases in premiums in Western Australia
during the past six or seven years. To quote

one marked example, I am told that th
premium rate on fire crop insurances ha
diminished from 30s. per cent. in 1909 t
17s. 6d. per cent. in 1925. That is what on
would expect. As the field of operations er
larges and the risk is spread over a bigge
area, the underwriters should be able, othe
things being equal, to reduce the premiums
I am told there have also been substantit
reductions in premniums in respect to othe
insurances. As towns reach a certain stag
of development and have proper fire bri
gades established, and have arrangement
for reducing the risk, the premiums corn
down substantially. I suppose that if ther
had been a State Insurance Office in 1910
in this State, we would have been told tha
the reason why the fire crop t~nsuranuces ha'
dropped from 30s. to 17s. 6d. per cent. wa
because that State office had been established
What has happened shows clearly that
would not be so. I think the Premier wil
admit that it is almost impossible to arriv
at a comparison of rates between one Stat
and another. The conditions almost invar
iab), differ. In Wellington, where uip b
comparatively recently all the buildings wer
constructed of wood because of the earth
quake danger, I suppose the cost, of fir
insurance was greater than in Aucklani
which is not built of wood. How can w
arrive at a comparison of figures betweei
two different countries? A lot depend
upon the area of the country, the sparsenes
of the population, the climatic condi
tions and all kinds of things. A com
parison is difficult to get at. Hen

ia rough way of comparing the cos
of insnrance in New Zealand to the generE
public and the cost of insurance in Wester
Australia to the general putblic. I quote4
the figures myself last year and so fai
as I know they have not been challenged
For fire and accident insurance the peopi
of New Zealand pay per head of the popu
lation £2 Is. 11.7d., while in Weston
Australia they pay £l18is. 1.7d.I
do not say that those. figures ar
conclusive but they furnish a rougl
guide-I defy anyone to do more that
furnish a rough guide-that to the people o:
'Western Australia insurance is costing los
than the people of New Zealand have to pay
T have no doubt that if one had all th
figures possible, wve might arrive at some ox
planation to show why the cost is less ii
Western Australia than in New Zealand. Bu
no doubt we might also-get an explunatioi
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to show that we should pay wore. I do not
flunk those figures I have mentioned have
been challenged at all.

The Premier: It is difficult to judge. It
may be affected by a considerable propor-
tion of our population on the goldfields, for
instance, living in tents and so forth, for
which fire insurance is not effected.

Mr. D'AVY: I agree that it is difficult to
draw a comparison, and a recognition of such
difficulties may cut both ways. It may de-
stroy any figures to show that the coat is
dearer in other parts than it is in Western
Australia, just as they may destroy figures
to show that insurance is cheaper in West-
ern Australia than elsewhere. As a matter
of fact I have not discovered any figures
quoted in the arguments advanced either here
or in South Australia where the debate was
a long and able one. I have had time to read
most of the best speeches on the subject that
ap~peared in "Hansard" in South Australia,
and I was not able to ascertain that anyone
could prove that insurance was dearer here
than in any other State where State
insurance obtains or vice versa. It appears
to me that we have to cut out that line of
argument, and we must consider the ques-
tion from sonmc otber point of view. The
argument that the member for Guildford
(Hon. W. D. Johnson) would advance if he
were here would be the same ats he used re-
garding State trading concerns. It is one I
have always found difficult to reconcile with
his statement of principle that it is not the
function of the State to do for the people
what the people can do for themselves. It is
the function of Government to do what the
people cannot do for themselves, yet the
member for Glu ildford, after stressing that
point, proceeded to say thnt it was necessary
for the State to establish brick works, an
insurance office and a host of other under-

takng because they will prevent private
entetrprise from charging the people too
much for the services rendered.

31r. Thomson: The State Brickworks have
not cheapened bricks at all.

Mr. DAVY: Nor has any State enterprise
cheapened anything else.

The Premier: We are seilling bricks
cheaper to-day than ever before.

Mr. Mann: Rave you broken away from
the combine!

M~r. DAVY:- I will repeat what I have
said in the past anti assert that, even with
the niumber of brick-. we can get from the
State works, the market will still be left

short and so private enterprise in the brick-
making industry will still be able to exploit
the public if that is what they have done in
the past.

The Premier: We are still making
bricks -

Mr. Thomson: They are no good to us in
the country.

Mr. DAVY: Surely the people can pro-
tect themnselves. Let us consider the question
of life insurance, for instance. Let us ad-
mit that the life insurance business, if run
for profit without any check upon it at all,
would prove to be too greedy. I suppose
they were too greedy in the past, but what
was the result? Co-operative life companies
were started all over the world. We can take
pne of the biggest life insurance companies
in the world, to say nothing about Australia.
I refer to the Australian Mutual Provident
Society, which is a purely co-operative con-
cern that is not run for profit at all. In
spite of that, there are a number of other
insurance companies that are ran for profit
and pay handsome dividends. The co-opera-
tive effort, I presume, keeps private enter-
prise in order, while the private insurance
companies keep the co-operative concerns
more efficient. The remarkable thing, is, and
I regard it is a commentary on the enterprise
of those wlbp carry on such concerns without
.the necessity for making profits, that there
are any dividend patying life insurance
companies at all. When we know that a
company like the A.M.P. has every penny
it collects available for holding out induce-
merits by paying bonuses and providing
attractive life insurance policies-I mean
every penny, of course, apart from ex-
penses-it is remarkable that there is a
possibility of others succeeding. Without
the necessity for paying dividends, as is the
position with co-operative or State eon-
cen'ls, a certain inefficiency may creep in
to mnore than compensate for the fact that
such concerns are not paying dividends.
Otherwise the old-established companies
like the A.M.P. would have run the other
insurance companies out of business. Just
the same we might expect the New Zealand
office- to have ruin the other insurance com-
panies out of business altogether. But that
has not been the experience. The farmers.
for instance, in this State run their own
co-operative company through the Westra.-
lien Farmers. Thus the farmers themselves
make their arrancvements to uroteet them-
selves from exploitation. Therefore there

im
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is no0 necessity, as the Premier suggested,
for the establishment of a State insurance
office to protect the farmers in that direc-.
Lion They already have the necessary pro-
tection. It is being efficiently done at pre-
sent. The me-mber for Vilgarn (-Kr. Cor-
boy) asked why the companies objected to
this legislation. I do not think that the
companies individually will suffer much, if
at all, should a State insurance office be
established. I believe they will retain the
bulk of the business they do now and most,
if not all of the business the Government
will secure will be its own insurance busi-
ness and such business as it can influence.
My objection to the Bill is from the general
point of view that the State should not poke
its ztose into things that should not concern
it, and regarding which it has no need
to interfere. It is niot, in other words,
the function of the Government to do for
the people what the people can do for them-
selves. Unless powerful arguments can be
adduced such as those in favour of the State
running the police force, steamers on the
North-West rt-ast, or the railways, then my
rooted objection to the interference of the
+State in such matters will not be overcome.
For a man to dub himself an individualist
hard and fast and never depart from that
attitude would be foolish because when a
war is declared the State has itnevitably to
und~rtake numerous functions that it would
not otherwise do in times of peace. At any
time it may be necessary for the State to
step in and do things that it would not un-
dertake under normal conditions. Should
there be an epidemic of disease, that would
be necessary, and the Government would
hare to adopt an attitude that in other cir-
crunstances would not be justifiable. At
the present moment no ease has been made
out to demonstrate why the Government
should embark upon the business of Stati
insurance. The Government told us last
year that they were only embarking upon
that business with the greatest reluctance.
The Premier and the Minister for Works
Said the Government had no desire to under-
take. it.

The Premier' I think we said we em-
harked upon it with the greatest reluctance
without parliatmentary authority.

Mr. DAVY: That is not So. With the
greatest posible respect for the Premier,
neither he nor the Minister said any such
thine dtiring the course of the long debate.
I challenged him over and over again about

his reluctance. I am not prepared to con.
tradiet the Premier but I am merely stating
what is in my mind and what I believe was
and is in the mind of every member who
participated in the debate. At that time
the &ttitude of the Premier and the Minister
for Works was that they had no desire to
embark Upon this class of buisiness. 1 be-
lieve those are the very words he used.

The Premier: The charge made against us
at the time was the illegality of embarking
on something without Par]liamentary au-
thority, and the answer to that charge was
that we did it reluctantly.

Mr. DAVY: No; the statement in ques-
Lion was made before any charge was mnad(
against the Government. Mr. McCallu m',
first announcement to the people of thE
Government's intention to establish State
insurance included a statement that tin
Government had no desire to enter upor:
this class of business; and there was no
qualificatior to that.

The Premier: That must have been Lix
case, because, as the hon. member knows.
State insurance is a prominent plank of owu
platf orm. The Minister could hardly say
we had no desire to attempt to put into
effect one of the principal planks of oni
platform.

Mr. DAVY-. Do I understand the Pre.
xnier wants it broadcasted that he is willint
and anxious to embark upon all the enter,
prises that are prominent planks in the
Labour platform 't

The Premier: An objective is not a plank
Mr. DAVY: Perhaps not, but the objec,

Live is the ultimate end to which the planks
are directed. The objective is the Ship, an
the planks are those units which build UT
the ship.

The Premier: They are not quite s(
closely related as that.

Mr. DAVY: I think so. If the Premiei
wants us to believe that he is anxious t(
embark upon every enterprise which thi
planks of his platform set forth, he inus
be politically anxious only. I cannot thini
the Premier is really and sincerely desironi
of putting them sll into force.

The Premier: We have tried every one oi
them. This is the last one. We bavi
brought down, T think for the last two years
~Bills to put into effect every plan'k of tin
pkhtform. T do not mean all those resoin.
tions. hi-v the- nlnnks of the platform.

Mr. D)AVT: I am not subtle enoua-h to
distinguish between planks and resolutions
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I have heard the member for Meazies (Mr.
Panton) say in this C~hanmber that he was
bound by the resolutions of conference.

Mr. Panton: When did. 1 say that?
Mr. DAVY: The fact remains that the

Premier endeavoured to fix it in our minds
that he was absolutely sincere in his state-
ment as to having no desire to enter upon
this class of business.

Mr. Ken neally: Without authority.
Mr. DAVY: When the Premier ad-

dressed the free and enlightened electors of
Boulder, he could not *quite take up that
attitude. He then added .9 few useful little
words. He thea put in that the Govern-
ment had not been anxious to embark on
State insurance in the manner in which
they did.

The Premier: I can assure you that that
is what I had in my mind all the time. I
could not get up in the House and say I
had no desire to give effect to the plat-
form.

Mr. DAVY: 1 suggest that the Premier
again turn up the letter okddresed to the
Press by the Minister for Works, and also
the "Hansard" report of his own remarks.
If he meant to put in that qualification, I
suggest that in future he inksert his qualifi-
cations first, and not afterwards. He mis-
led mue then; I was convinced, against my
better judgment, that his reluctance to em-
bark on this class of business was genuine.
He got quite angry one night when I
twitted him about his reluctance, and the
hon. gentleman said he really was reluctant.
I accepted as a fact that he was reluctant
to embark on this class of business. But
this year we find an entire- change of atti-
tude.

The Premier: We have a mandate now,
and so my reluctance has disappeared.

31r. DAVY: I presume it is highly diffi-
cult for the Premier to reconcile his actions,
when governed by his better judgment, with
the actions which some of his hot-headed
supporters would like him to take. It must
be an everlasting trouble to the Premier to
keep the extreme left quiet while doing
what he thinks right and what will be ac-
ceptable to the bulk of the people of West-
ern Australia. He is always on the horns
of that dilemma. I sym'pathise with him,
and I realise that it must be a terrible husi-
ness to keep going. Everybody knows per-
fectly well that the Premier, as Premier,
has a terrible tussle to keep that business

in order. The reason for the establishment
of State insurance is probably that a bone
may be thrown to the extreme left without
startling the extreme right. So the Premier
brings in this socialistic measure, The
reason why he chooses this particular kind
of socialistic measure is that it is least
likely to give offence to the extreme right.
Of course those on the extreme right have
got used to the idea. NeNA Zealand estab-
lished State insurance many years ago. If
the Premier could not point to isolated in-
stances of State iusurancu here and there,
it would frighten the life cut of the right.
That is my rooted objection to this class of
business. It "kids" the people, if I may
use a vernacular word, along- the path which
the Premier's party desire them to follow
towards the objective.

The Minister for Lands: And your
-people have always "kidded" them along
the very same path; you did exactly the
-same.

Mr. DAVY: I should not answer that in-
terjection. A member sitting on the Minis-
terial front bench ought to find something
,better to say to an opponent than "'Tn
quoque"-"you're another" As I have said
here previously, I am not responsible for
what my crowd did in the past, and I have
not yet accumulated any political sins. I
do not propose to accept responsibility for
what they did, nor do I desire to gain credit
for it. The danger of this measure and of
the objective aimed at i-s that people are
"kidded" just a little further along the
path. Increasingly the people of this coun-
try, though not so rapidly as the peoples
of other countries, arc expecting more and
more to be done by the State and less by
themselves. It is my objection to seeing
that process going on which makes me de-
sire to oppose the Bill and to express the
hope that it will be defeated.

On motion by Mr. Thomson, debate ad-
journed.

House adjourned at 10.50 p.m.
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