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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p-m., and read prayers.

URGENCY MOTION—TRAFTIC AOT.
Motor Tazi Routes.

Mr. SPEAKER: I have received the fol-
lowing letter from the memher for Clare-
mont (Mr. North) —

Dear 8ir, I desire to move the adjourn-
ment of the House this afternoon under
Standing Order 47 in order to debate a defin-
ite matter of urgent public importance,
namely, the suspension of the North Cotiesloe
to DPerth taxi service. Yours faithfully,
Charles North.

It will be necessiy for seven members fo
rise in their places.

Seven memhers having risen,

MR. NORTH (Claremont)
move—

{435]: I

That the House do new adjourn.

This matter has been before the Press for
many months. [ am taking action this after-
noon particularly becaunse of the statement
of the Minister for Works ag reported in
the Press as follows:—

The effecet of the decision of the Legisla-
tive Council to disallow the regulation of the
Traffic Act can he summed up under three
headings. First, it will deprive the Cottes-
loe people of a taxi-omnibus service; secondly,
it will prevent those who were engaged in this
businesg from continuing; thirdly, it will cost
the State morc money to administer the Aect.
The decision has no legal effeet so far as
the Fremantle taxi service is concerned, because
the time in which objections to the regulations
must be taken had expired some weeks before
notice to move was given

Aceording to this statement it is the opinion
of the Minister that, by reason of the dis-
allowance last week by the Legislative Coun-
cil of the motor taxi regulations, the people
of Cottesloe have been deprived of their taxi
serviee from Perth. That is the real reason
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why I am bringing forward this meotion
to-day. I want the House to learn the posi-
tion that has arisen, to dea! with it, and take
the necessary action to restore the service,
and the eonfidence of the people in the ad-
winistration of the drr-artment wupon the
guestion generally. This taxi route question
has far too long been the shuttlecock between
the. Routes Advisory Committec and the
Press. We have had long articles in the
papers for many montbs, there have been
public protests, and complaints in Parlia-
ment. I have brought the matter up over
and over again, on the Address-in-reply and
on other occasions, I have also asked ques-
tions .ahont it. I feel there has been too
much time wasted on the part of members,
and the Press and the public generally, in
raising difficulties which peed not have ex-
isted. The ronte from North Cottesloe to
Perth has been in operziion for nearly 12
months, That route came into heing by rea-
son_of ihe failure of the Routes Advisorv
Committee to grant a loeal bus service from
Cottesloe to Perth., The board were within
their rights, as was also the Minister, in de-
ciding that such a rounte should not be op-
erated. The opinion of the department was
that there was no need for a direet transport
service between that part of Cottesloe and
Perth. The people of the district then tried
other means to obtain a direct tronsport ser-
viee to the eity. At the time the Minister for
Works was limiting taxis to the main Perth-
Fremantle-road, some seven or eight drivers,
instigated by local feeling and the public
need for a service, opened up this route be-
tween the outer distriets of Cottesloe and the
city, with a terminus in St. George's-terraes.
No objection could have been taken at the
time to this action by the Government, for the
motor bus definition did not apply to taxis.
They had every right to run as they were
doing. Later on, however, the Government
enforeed their provisions whereby all taxis
hecame buses. Then began the persecution
against this particular run. I do not defin-
itely charge the Minister for Works, or the
Routes Advigory Committee, or Inspector
Hunter with being the canse of the trouble
that has occurred. T only desire to ventilate
this trouble, and to show that the men have
been harassed in many directions.  They
bave eontinually been moved from pillar to
post, and from one route to another, For a
period of nearly eight months they had no
route at all. It may be said there was no
need for the service. On the other hand,
applications were constantly made in the
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proper manner through the routes committee
for a route, The Mingster himself was not
able to deal with these matters, and every-
thing was referred to members of the
committee.  Application was made for
the route which these taxi drivers began
to operate aboui 12 months ago. I am not
sure that the application was ever replied
to. Whether or not that is so, both then
and since, from what has appeared in the
Press, and from what bas been said on the
publiec platform and elsewhere, it has been
obvious to the Houtes Advisory Committee
that the route required by the pioneers of
the service was the route that the residents
of the district coneerned demanded. Never
have the people heen able to get from the
committee the route they patronised. During
the early part of the session a route was
gazetted. This route became the laughing-
stock of the Press, It bad no more ¢onnec-
tion with that which was being run on com-
mereinl lines by the service than the man in
the moon had to do with cheese. Tt was
decided upon, I think, without any direct
information being ohtained from the loeal
governing bodies eoncerned. I am informed
that the member of the local governing
bodies on that eommitice, during the time
the route was being drawn up, was away in
the North-West.  When the route was
cazetted early in this session, the regulations
governing the route were very properly dis-
allowed in the Upper House, This was not
done beeause another place desired to throw
cold wnter on the service, or to interfere
with the working of the committee or the ad-
ministration of the Minister under the Act.
It was done heeanse no other eourse was
open to that Chamber to deal with the posi-
tion that had arisen, whereby the board had
laid down a route that was quite useless to
those concerned. Further evidence was taken.
I am told that the mayor of Cottesloe went
to the Routes Advisory Committee to en-
deavour to obtain the correct rounte in place
of that which had been disullowed. On that
oceasion the mayor, who was not able to
speak for the Perth end of the route, gave
evidence in regard to his own distriet. I am
glad to say that the coromittee on that oe-
eagion were able fo gazette a route that was
perfectly satisfactory to Cottesloe. When,
however, it came to the question of the ter-
minus and the route followed, after it left
the Claremont distriet, a second route was
gasetted that was as useless as the first
The committee laid down that the taxis
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ghould leave at Wellington-street by the mar-
kets. This is a badly lighted street, and it is
well known that drunks and women of ill-
fame wander all over that part of the city

- at night. 1t is very galling to the people of

the districts concerned to see a service
gazetted which suits them for the most part,
but baving a sting in the tail. 1t is like giv-
ing a man a cheque and ecutting out the
signature. They were_granted the route they
had heen asking for after 12 months of pro-
tests, publie meetings and tirades in the
Press, but there was the sting in the tail,
namely, Wellington-street ns the terminus.
The objection to the new route, which led to
the second regulations being disallowed, and
to my taking up the time of the House this
afternoon in dealing with the matter, was
that Wellington-street was fixed upon as

the terminus. The mayor of Cottes-
loe made a statement in the Press
last week showing what an unsatis-

factory terminus that was for the route.
Neither the Routes Advisory Commitiee nor
the Minister had to grope in the dark fo
find out the needs of the service. If they
had made g search at all there would have
heen no need for the firade of abuse, and
the gencral complaints that followed on the
choice of the second route. Everyone knew
that the old route had been followed by the
taxis for 12 months. The public knew and
the committee knew, An application had
heen made for it, and has since been made
for it. Public meetings have been held. All
these rumours cannot flit about in the dark.
The news must have reached those eoncerned.
There must have been some strong reason
why the authorities took the action they
did. The reason was that the Minister was
evidently of the opinion that Perth should
vemain forever a deserted city, a place of
the dead, that our main street, St. George’s-
terrace, one of the finest streets in the Com-
monwealth, should forever be a sort of mon-
ument of guietude and peace, and should re-
tain about it the atmosphere of 80 or 90
years ago, and remain in slumber. In great
streets like those of New York and London,
and the Champs Elysee in Paris, the author-
ities are only too pleased to use those
thoroughfares for motor traffie. Tt is
a poor lookout for Terth that we
should have a Minister who thinks we shounld
have a deserted city. St. George's-terrace
is a magnificent avenue, and greatly im-
presses visitors. One visitor came to Perth
a few months ago from abroad. He said
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that Perth was a beautiful city and beauti-
fully situated, but that every day was like
Sunday. Instead of baving a street to be
proud of, filled with lively bustling traffie,
everything on wheels has been driven

out of it exeept a few old derelict
cars that have their stands in the
terrace because they happen to belong

to business men who use them during the day.

The Premier: Faney telking about that
type of car standing outside offices in the
city—dereliet cars!

Mr. NORTII: [ will take that back and
merely say that cars are standing there.

Mr. Mann: Let the statement stand.

AMr. NORTH: No, I thank the Premier
for the corrrction. A comparatively short
time age the Premier returned from a visit
to some of the hig cities of the world, When
be eame back to Perth he must have been
struck with the church-like appearance of
our streets. Here because two or three
motor buses appear on the road the authori-
ties come along and say, “Out you go! The
tdea of buses and cars appearing on our
thorough?ures! Tet us polish the streets so
that we ean see our faces in them, but let
us have no traffic on them.” The thing is
ridiculous. No Minister, hoard or any local
authority ean mueh longer c¢hampion such
a condition of affairs, nor ean they any
longer conder.n people who desire {o travel
by taxis to stand in some back street among
the purlieus, the riff-raff and prostitutes of
the eity.

The Minister for Railwavs:
Tighl.

Mr. NORTH: Here I have a statement
mnde by the chief citizen of Cottesloe.

The Premier: He is not always right.

Mr. NORTH: We are entitled to take the
word of a leading citizen like the Mayor of
Cottesloe.

Hon Sir James Mitchell: Of eourse yon
are. and he is hacked hy the opinion of the
people. .

Mr. NORTH: In a statement published
in the Press on Friday he said—

That is not

On the first Saturday night of the operation
of the Wellington-street stand I saw 14 drun-
ken and semi-drunken men a&nd women be-
tween William-street and the taxi-cars, of
whom 11 were forcigners., On the second
faturday night nine ‘‘drunks’’ were encoun-
tered.

The Premier: We all read that.

Mr. NORTH: That is the mayor's state-
ment. As a matter of fact. the Mayoress
of Cottesloe herself was aceosted three or
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four nights ago while waiting for a taxi.
That was nearly a month after the regula-
tions had been gazetied, during which time
the police had had ample opportunity to
clear up this trouble.  The only possible
conclusion that ¢an he arrived at by the
unfortunate returned soldiers who have
operated over the old route for 12 months is
that although they have been following the
route chosen by the Mayor of Cottesloe and
endorsed by the loeal anthorities, vet the
powers that be have said to then that they
must start from some bhack street, wherd
girls cannot wait for motors without heing
asked to go home with lonts who lounge
aronnd the streets.

The Minister for Railwavs: That is not
true.

Mv. NORTH: T cannot bring the girls to
this Chamber to make their statements on
oath, but can merely give the Ilouse the
information that T have.  This question,
which is really a little one, shculd have been
settled by the people concerned quite easily.
The Minister should give the taxi drivers
the right to use the route they have pion-
eered for wany months, because they
did so when requested at first to serve
a distriet that badly required some such
eonvenience. At that time there were no
regulations oazetted to kill their operations.
Now, however, we are accustomed to see
headlines in the papers, and the reports set
out that from that day henceforth the Cot-
tesloe services must he operated from some-
where else.

The Minister for Works: Yon are exag-
gerating now.

Mr. NORTH: Those who are in charge
of this department do not appear to realise
that taxi drivers cannot drive up and down
the street in order to fill their cars with
passengers so0 that they may transact their
business. Taxi driving must be a commer-
eial proposition, just as Foy & Gibson’s or
Boan Bros. must be. It would be just as
logieal to send Foy & Gihson, for instance,
fo some back ctreet in Leederville and in-
struct the firm to carry on their business
there. as to expeet the taxi drivers to ply
over some bhack streets and expect them to
be ahle to do =o at a profit.

Mre. Davy: Do the Government want the
taxis to pav?

Mr. NORTH: Tt is hard to know what is
at the bottom of it all. I speak purely as
a representative of the people who have
become aecustomed to a serviee that is now
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beld up. To show how things are progress-
ing and the panic-stricken state of affairs
that obtains in the traffic department, T will
quote one instance. One of the returned
soldiers who did not take out a license under
the last regulation, whereby the taxi drivers
were charged £10 10s., encountered trouble.
‘What happened was that half of the drivers
using the route paid for their licenses and
the others did not. The idea was that three
or four would keep going one way and if
they were stopped, the others would be able
to continue. g

The Minister for Works: Wly not say
plainly that they set out to defy the law?

Mr. Mann: Why should they?

Mr. NORTH: 1 will come to that phase
of the question. Here I bhave a license that
was granted & day or two afier the latest
regulations were disallowed. That will illus-
trate to hon. members the extraordinary
state of affairs that obtains in the traffic
department. The license is dated the 1st
August, 1927—but that does not seem to be
the right date!

The Minister for Railways: No, it is not.

Mr. NORTH: The fact is, however, that
the license was granted a day or two after
the regulations were disallowed. We know
it was said during the early stages that these
unfortunate drivers were competing with
the railways. .

The Minister for Railways: Are you surz
of your facts?

Mr. NORTH: Yes. 1 was giving an in-
stance to show what has been happening.
Despite the fact that this license was issued
after the regulations had been disallowed, o
driver was '‘pinched,” to put it vulgarly,
for driving his car on the route prescribed
on hiz license, under regulations which have
now been disallowed. There is the position
The police go ronnd taking names, forcing
people to resort to back roads and making
the drivers take nsut licenses, and yet the
drivers are prosecuted for running over
routes set out on their Ticenses. Tn effect,
they are told that they cannot run over
the route prescribed, as T have indieated,
and they have to put their cars in the
shed. Some of the men have paid
£40 or £45 in 12 months in order t.
provide the people of Coltesloe with a ser-
vice. Most of those people live 20 minutes
away from the railways. The motor serviee
was established to serve districts a long dis-
tance from the railways and has proved a
boon. Without saying anvthing disparag-
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ing regarding the motor bus serviee or any
other service, it is a most extraordinary com-
mentary on the present state of affairs when
hon. members realise the onslaught made by
the Minister, or someonc else—I do not
know who it is—on ihese unfortunate
men. It is not beeaus: the roufes I
refer to compete with the vailways. Those
rontes are along the railway line. The ser-
vices are those provided by the charabanes
and the Alpine taxis. They may be said
to be in competition with the rnilways. |
ean understand some objection being baken
to them, but the charabanes are as good as
gold! They are not beiny interfered with.
I realise the good servige that has been ren-
dered by the buses, but I should have thought
that if any motor traflic were to be regarded
as in competition with the railways, it would
be the motors running along the main roads.
I would mention the “Westralia” bus ser-
viee that runs round the outskirts of Buck-
land Hill. We had to fight for months for
that service and had to go to court about it.
At last the route was gazetted. An on-
slaught was heing made on a service that
would convenience pecple living more than
20 minutes away from the nearest railway
service. Similarly, the service that is the
cause of all the trouble to-day and with
which T em dealing specifically, is one to
serve residents who live a long way from the
railwayvs and the main motor services, Take
the existing conveniences away from the
residents of Cottesloe and they must walk
long distances to the train. Take away the
Alpine taxis and the charabanes, and we will
feed the railways, But how different their
position is to that of the residents of Buck-
land Hill and of Cottesloe, who live, in many
instances, more than 25 minutes away from
the railway! T1f they are to have any service
at all, it must be the one that is being har-
assed at present, If it is taken away, the
housewives will have to remain at home and
will not be able to go to the city to engage
in shopping. 1 am aware that there are
difficulties in connection with the problem.
The Government deal with major matters of
State import and this i a small side-
isane, I would remind the Government of
the story told by Uncle Remns to the little
boy. It was about the concourse of animals
that had gathered together in conelave. After
a while the elephant started shuffling about
and trod on a crayfish. The latter wag only
a small thing and did not matter, so the con-
ference proceeded. A little while later the
elephant again shuffled about and trampled



[1 November, 1927.]

upon another crayfish, Then, as Unele
Remus told the boy, the rest of the crayfish
saw red and they burrowed down into the
bowels of the earth and brought forth the
flood! There is a lesson to be drawn from
that, and if the present condition of affairs
affronts public opinion much longer, there
will be a flood. Whether it will mean throw-
ing out the Government, I ¢ not know, but
something solid will be done. I raised this
question prior to the last elections and saw
the Minister himself. I told him of the exas.
perated feeling that existed in my electorate
about the way the taxis werce being harassed.
He was good enough to postpone the ques-
tion for some months, and I appreciate the
action he took on that oerasion, which en-
abled the people of Cottesloe to value the
service they had. Thus, when the present
effrontery started with somebody draw-
ing an absurd route over a map in the office,
publie fecling was stirrel still more. They
objected to the taxi drivers kaving to abandon
the convenient service they had been iain-
taining in favour of a rounte over which they
could not earn five bob. The men honestly
feel that an injustice has heen done to them.
They have endeavoured to follow the new
route and the experience has nearly ruined
gome of them. Some had to give a bill of
sele over their furniture m order to pay the
ten gmineas, the imposition of which was
thrust npon them under the recent regula-
tions. Those men have beer nearly ruined
by being foreed to operate over a non-paying
route. Others, who could afford to pay the
impost, did so, while some could not pay the
amount at all. Our chief duty is not to the
taxi drivers as such, but to the people as a
whole. Why should the wage earners and
breadwinners, as well as others whoe do not
own their own cars be punished and penalised
as they have been nnder the Traffic Depart-
ment’s regulations? Why should these taxi
drivers be told that they shall not run some-
where, but must drive over some other route,
only to be told in the following week that
they must run somewhere else? This has
actually been done. During the trouble re-
gulations were published in the Press and
many people, who were not in a position to
know what those regulations really signified,
thought that the publication mcant that the
new routes were to apply straight away.
Others who knew what they meant, were able
io operate on the old routes until the new
_regmlations came into foree. I do not wish
to delay the Honse unduly beeanse I think
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hon. members have read the reports that
have appeared in the newspapers and they
will have a grasp of the position. All that
is asked is an assurance from the Minister
that he will have the injustices I have men-
tioned remedied as soon as possible, so that
the seven returned soldiers, nearly all of
whom are unable to earn a living at pick and
shovel work owing to disabilities arising out
of the war, may again be able to earn a
living, for which they are paying upwards
of £35 a year already in licenses and fees.
If the Minister will give me that assurance,
I will bave much pleasure in with-
drawing the motion, If he is deter-
mined, however, to use a phrase of his,
to vigorously maintain the law, it will be
different, He may say that in the Eastern
States the authorities have erushed the taxis
and that he will do so here as well. In my
opinion that will not be a good line to take.
It may not prove a good line in the Eastern
States, We know that 100 years ago the
workers smashed machinery Dbecanse they
considered it was not wanted. Are we to
smash every new form of transport, becaunse
the railways may be adversely affected by
seven unfortunate returned soldiers who are
driving a few people to Perth on a hot day?
The thing is out of all proportion. The
Premier expressed the view aome fime ago—
and T think hon. members were inclined to
support him—that we had £20,000,000
tied up in our railways and therefore
all other forms of transport were viewed
with suspicien and should bhe controlled.
Of course it must be, but we ean carry that
too far. Parliament, having got that view
well rammed into if, passed the Traffic Act
Amendment Bill, giving the Minister power
to regulate routcs and limit vehicles. But
the reason why those routes were disallowed
in another place was beecause they were not
practicable. The evidence obtained by the
hoard and influenced by Inspector Hunter
was not evidence justifying the commercial
aspeets of the running guestion. We must
allow business to find its own level, and we
must respeet the rights of the public, who
pay the taxes, Even if the railways are to
lose a eouple of hundred pounds per annum
because of these services, the loss is the tax-
payers’ and it is the taxpayers, not the
Routes Advisory Committee, that sent us
here. So we cannot lay it down as a thesis
that because the railwny: are a public
utility they must for all time curb this new
form of transport. The second principle



1512

is on the question of law and order. Of
eourse it is a good ruling prineiple that the
Government are sopreme and must be
obeyed, and that these unruly drivers ean-
not play fast and loose with the regulations.
But when we passed the amending Aect giv-
ing the Minister power tn regulate routes
and limit vehicles, surely we assumed that
he would act upon the evidence of the
people who use the routes. We did not ex-
pect him to take the power given him by
the House to mean that simply by giving an
order he could say “Fram2 a route that is
non-paying and will result in the ruin of
these men.! Tt may not be realised that
these Cottesloe taxi men are nearly ruined
by the new regulations. They went to Wel-
lington-street and they kept to the route.
T advised them to obey the law and give the
Government an opportunify to amend theiv
grievances. For a month they have done
that. They have seen their girl patrons in-
gulted—some of them have gone home in
tears to their mothers—by louts accosting
thermn at the terminal point given by the
committee. The men have lost their busi-
ness and some of them have had to mort-
gage their furniture to find the ten guineas
over and above the weekly money they earn
on a run not worth meore than 8s. or 9s.
On the prineiple of law and order we ean-
not expect the taxi men or the public to
support regulations that sre in defiance of
the existing routes demanded by the people.
We did not hold in Clavemont and Cottes-
loe two large meetings mercly for fun. We
showed the Government what we wanted,
and all we got back was no route at all
for several months, and in the end two im-
possible routes that were promptly disal-
lowed by another place. It is a striking
fact that a member who smpports the Gov-
ernment took the neecessary steps to move
in that matter. That should show the Gov-
ernment that up to the present it h::; not
been a political question, bat a question of
the rights of the people. The third and
last point T wish to make is an appeal to
the Gtovernment’s sense of fair play. These
taxi men have not had a fair run. They
have been harried from pillar to post. They
have had the police on their tracks the
whole time over little things not worth talk-
ing about, things such as the right to pick
up passengers and put them down, and
overcrowding—everything under the sun
has been declared to be wrong.

[ASSEMBLY.)

‘The Minister for Works: Absolute non-
sense!

The Minister for Railways:
put up your ease fairly?

Mr. NORTH: T am doing so. The whole
matter could he so casily remedied. It
wonld not take five minutes if the Minister
were to say “Seven taxi men have paid their
licenses, or will do so. We now know the
eage. We are not going to have any more
trouble. We will let thein run on a route
improved at great expense by the local au-
thorities.” The moment the local amthori-
ties spent the money making good the
routes, they had to turn attention to some
new route at the behest of the Routes Ad-
visory Committee. That is not good. The
people feel they have no routes at all
There are 24,000 people in my electorate.
It is not their fault that they have only
me, a poor back-hencher, te get up here and
speak for them. Probably there are in my
electorate as many people as are repre-
sented by so many of th: Cabinet as oecupy
the front bench. If we had proper repre-
sentation my electors would not have teo
rely upon one voice,

The Premier: You are making wild ex-
aggerations.

Mr. NORTH: 1f we Lad a redistribu-
tion of seats, my electors would have at
least two members, perhans more. Yet we
are advised to respect law and order, when
the people know they have not their proper
representation in Parliament, and cannot
get the speaking power they need.

The Premier: If everv other section had
the same power as they have, T do not know
where we would he.

Mr. NORTH: At present there is only
one member to speak for 24,000 people. I
defy the Government to put up any in-
stances of dangerous driving on the part of
the taxi men, or nvererowding, or obstrue-
tion in the streets, at all events hefore the
men were harried about as they have been.
T have taken the lihorty of moving the ad-
journment in order to bring this matter be-
fore the Government. I merely want to
have it settled and to allow the taxi men to
earn their living in a peaceful way. They
are returned soldiers, men who, for the most
part, are unable to earn a living with pick
and shovel. One has a wife and six child-
ren and can scarcely carry on, He has
given good service and stuck to his guns
through all sorts of persecutions for 12
months, I ask the Minister to give these

Why not
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men justice and to take the matter in hand
personally and override his committee and
others, who would have the whole
place a deserted village of the dead, and
would drive all traffic out into the bush. I
plead that these men be allowed to eamn
their living in the manper they are entitled
fo do.

MR. SLEEMAN (Fremantle) [5.9]: I
am prepared to add my word of profest to
what has been- said. I want the hon. mem-
ber who moved the motion to uwnderstand
that if he puts it to the vote I shall be unable
to vote for it. But I woull be lacking in my
duty if I did not do what I could to draw
attention to the way in which these taxi
men have been treated during the last few
months. We have had them moved about all
over the place, their vroutes altered and their
tevminal points shifted from one street to
another. We have had them taken from
William Street, Fremantle, to one side of
Queen Street, then back to William Street,
and back again to the other side of Queen-
street. Before the Traffic Aet Amendment
Bill was introduced, the Alpine Taxi people
had a conference with the Minister and
asked him %o impose a restriction on the
number of vehicles plying on the route. After
the Bill was passed, they again saw the Min-
ister, who said the desired restriction would
he made. The maximum number of cars
to be allowed on the routes were those taxis
the owners of which could satisfy the Com-
missioner of Police that they had plied
continuously on the Perth-Fremantle-
road prior to the lst September, 1926,
When the Minister moved the second
reading of the Bill, he spoke in fav-
our of restricting the nuraber of vehieles,
and pointed out the dangers to the publie
for want of such restriction, and the precari-
ous hiving the men upon the run were mak-
ing while ne restriction was imposed.
And the regulations subsequently gazetted
imposed a limitation. Those regulations
went right through, although another
place objected to certain of them. After
those regulations were gazetted, the Min-
. ister was approached hy the taxi people,
and he promised fo snspend the regulations
for the time being. That was done. Later
new regulations were gazetted, after the taxi
neople had waited for some considerable
time. Then those regulations were disallowed
by another place. Still Iafer, new regula-
tions were gazetted, but again another place

1513

disallowed them. At present, the men driv-
ing the taxi ears operating on that route
bave to work from 12 to 1% hours per day.
With anything like a ressonable restrietion
such as was proposed when the Bill went
through, and in the regulations of the 14th
January, the industrial conditions of the
drivers would be considerably improved,
and they think it would even be possible for
the drivers on that run te work ouly eight
hours per day. On 22ud September new
regnlations were pot up repealing the ear-
lier regulations, which provided for limita-
tion and which the department said were
ultra vires. If they were ultra vires, where
was the necessity for the regulations of the
22nd September, repealing them? T think it
was tmerely a legal quibkle, and that if we
were to go to some of the K.C's. in Perth
we should get a different ruling from that
given by the department. There is also the
matter of the Fremantle terminal point.
The present terminus is most dangerous.
The taxis have to proeeed down Adelaide-
street and take a right hand turn into
Queen-street. While William-street may not
have been all that eould be desired, the
present terminus is much more dangerous.
And, under the regulativus, the charries
have been shifted to Queen-street and thence
into Short-street, one of the most dangerous
streets for charriss in all Fremantle. The
vehieles, in order to turn round, have to
get right over to the wrong side of the road.
But while the taxi men are straggling for
a living—some of them eannot raise enough
to pay their insialments on their ears—the
charries have been enjoving a relatively
quiet time. This is largely due to the fact
that thev are fortunate enmough to have a
representative on the Routes Advisory
Committee, whereas the poor taxi men en-
joy no such privilege. It was stated in an-
other place when the department were put-
ting up their case that tho Fremantle coun-
cil were in favour of the Queen-street ter-
minal. I have made it my business to in-
quire, and I find that is not so. Far from
it. A couple of years ago the Fremantle
council found it necessary to get a Bill
through Parliament to enable them to re-
sume property in order to make Queen-
street. They made Queen-street at a cost
of seven thousands pounds. and the traffie
department now take charge of it and use
it as the terminal point for the taxi ecars.
I am informed by the town elerk of Fre-
mantle that the couneil as a body-ﬁ'a- not
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favour the use of Queea-street as a ter-
miunal point. After the taxis were shifted
from William-street to {Jueen-street the
municipal couneil passed a by-law making
two stands in William-street for taxi cars.
The council, of course, Lad no power to
fix routes, hut they were so much in sym-
pathy with the taxi owness using William-
street that they provided two stands there.
The ecouncil bitterly complained that, al-
though a commumication was sent to the
Public Works Department on the 23rd Sep-
tember, they have been ignored in that they
have not received an answer. Any local
governing body should be consulted in the
fixing of terminal points within its boun-
daries. I believe the Perth City Council
have been consulted, and it is only right
that the Fremantle council should be con-
sulted. A few days ago I introdueed to
the Minister a deputation that ineluded the
mayor and Councillor Sumpton. The mayor
said that if the Government insisted on
using Queen-street as a terminal point, they
should allow not more than two cars to be
there at a {ime. He added that after the
council had spent £7,000 to make a new
street in order to relieve thc congestion, the
department had no right to take charge of
the street and fl] it with iaxi cars. As the
member for Claremont said, I believe the
whole thing could be fixed ap in a few
minutes at a ronnd-table conference. There
is not much outstanding between the various
parties and the question must be brought
to a head sooner or laterv.

Mr. North: That is so.

Mr. SLEEMAN: There is another ques-
tion affecting the use of Mount’s Bay-road.
The taxis turn wp Thomas-sireet, a road
that is very dangerous owing to the faet
that, with the tramway on ¢ne side, people
going in a westerly direction have no chance
of passing the trams on the right side, but
have to pull around to even stop to allow
the taxis coming from Cecttesloe to pass.
The road is not only dangerous, but is
rough on tyres, and very few cars will use
the road as a matter of choice. While hard
working people of Perth and suburbs are
deprived of the use of taxis on the Mount's
Bay-road, hnge lumbering vehicles are
allowed to use it. I hope sweet reasonable-
ness will prevail and that a round-table con-
ference will be arranged so that the matters
in dispute may be amicably settled.

[ASSEMBLY.]

HON. SIR JAMES MITCOHELL {Nor-
tham) [5.19]): We have heard an excellen:
speech from the member for Claremont and
an excellent speech from the member for
Fremantie.

The Premier: It is the first time that, in
your opinion, the member for Fremsantle
has made an excellent speech,

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: No, I
think he often does. He used very strong
language and I wondered that the Minister
did not jump. He spoke about the taxi
owners being persecuted.

Mr. Sleeman: I did not say the Minister
persecuted them.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Shall I
introduee the hon. member to the gentleman
who is responsible for everything that has
happened in connection with the adminis-
{ration of the Traflic Aet?  There is no
statutory body to administer the Act. If
the Minister appoints jan advisory com-
mittee it is merely to advise him. We do
not want an advisory committee and we do
not reecognisc it. Neither can we attack the
officials. The Minister is the man respon-
sible, and it was the Minister that made a
statement after the regulations were dis-
allowed in another place. What are Minis-
ters for? It is their duty to manage depart-
ments, and the Minister for Works alone
must take the responsibility in this instance.
Every word that members have spoken
has been spoken against the administration
of the Minister for Works. Jf the tax
owners have been persecuted, as the member
for Fremantle says they have, they have
been persecuted by the Minister and by no
one else. He alone has eontrol of the posi-
tion. I do not know why the Minister wants
an advisory eommittee. If he wanted some-
one to meet the taxi owners, as suggested
by the memhbor for Fremantle, I could un-
derstand his gefting someone in the depart-
ment to confer with them, but I do not think
we shounld hold the officials responsible for
the administration of the Act. Of necessity
much mnst be done by regulation, particu-
larly with respect to the larger and heavier
vehicles, but having given the Government
power to make regulations, we do not ex-
pect, nor shall we be doing our duty if we
permit the Minister to ahuse the power.
If the member for Fremantle and those who
sit with him will not vote against the Gov-
ernment, the Minister will go on doing thosa
things to which we all object. Affer the
speech we have heard from the member for
Fremantle, T hope he will vote with mem-
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bers on this side of the House and not only
he, but all those members who believe thar
the Minister has abused the power entrusted
to him under the Traffic Act. The public
must be considered. It is true we have u
railway to ecater for them, but there are
many people who own private motor ears
and ean use them and do use them to go to
Fremantle and other places. The taxis are
more or less motor cars, but they are used
by people who cannot afford to own motor
cars, and I cannot see why such people
should be inconvenienced. I cannot under-
stand why a motor carrying several passen-
gers should not be allowed fo stop in the
street, where any other car may stop, and
put down its passengers.

The Minister for Works: So it may.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: It mav
not. The taxis have to stop at cerfain
places.

The Minister for Works: There is no
regulation to say that the cannot set down
or take up passengers wherever they like,
except nlong a tram route.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL : The
regulations distinctly fix the terminal point.

The Minister for Works: The Act pro-
vides for that.

Hon., Sir JAMES MITCHELL: I am
not talking ahout the routes.  When the
taxis reach the City of Perth they must go
to a spot indicated by the Minister, a most
undesirable spot and absolutely the wrong
place. 1t is a place calculated to cause the
grentest discomfort to users of taxis as well
as to the owners. I eannot understand how
the Minister could have approved of the
selection of such a spot. The terminal point
has been the subjeet of mueh eriticism by
the member for Claremont and also by the
member for Fremantle. If the member for
Fremantle is right in saying that almost
day by day, or anyhow frequently, the ter-
minal points are changed, I am surprised fo
hear it.

The Minister for Works: It is not cor-
reet.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: The
member for Fremantle says it is correct.

The Minister for Works: I will explain
Lhe position presently.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: I hope
the member for Fremantle is not correct.
If it is correct that the terminal poinfs are
changed so offen

The Minister for Works: There is only
one body of people who have changed them,
namely the Legislative Couneil.
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Hon. Bir JAMES MITCHELL : The
Legislative Council have done mnothing of
the sort. They have neither changed any
terminal point nor suggested any terminal
point. The Aet which is supposed to con-
trol the Minister and whieh the Minister is
supposed to administer—it was passed in
192t——~provides that the regulations may be
disallowed by either of the two Iouses.
That is the proposal the Minister himself
submitted and he could not bave it other-
wise,  While regulations are necessary to
enable the Minister to carry out the inten-
tion of the Aect, they are surely not intended
to extend the law. We do not propose that
the Minister shall have power to make law
by regulation. The Minister knows that the
approval of both Houses is necessary to
pass a law and that either House can dis-
allow a regulastion, When we pass a Bill
it is sent to another place and, if it is not
agreed to there, the Bill is rejected and does
not become law. Consequently when the
Minister by regulation extends the law, both
Houses of Parliament have the same oppor-
tunity to disallow the regulations. Eithe-
one or the other may agree to a motion to
disallow the regulations. ILet us see what
the Minister had to say after the Counei
disallowed the regulations.  The Ministe:
takes very sirong exceplion to the aetion of
the Legisiative Council in having twice re-
fused his regulations. It is the duty of the
Legislative Council, just as it is our duty,
to look into regulations that are tabled and,
if they are wrong, to disallow them. Tt is
clearly the duty of every member to sup-
port the member for Claremont if the state-
ment he has made is eorrect. Tf the tam
drivers are heing perseented and unfairly
treated, it is onr duty to insist that they he
foirly treated.

The Premier: It is rather significant that
the disallowance of regulations in cach in-
stance has been left to another place.

Mr. North: But notice of motion to dis-
allow them was given in this House as well.

The Premier: After the proceedings ia
the Conneil were under way.

Mr. North: No.

The Premier: Yes. The taxi owners went
to the House that represents the people!

Mr. North: The motion was on our notice
paper, anyhow.

The Premier: That i3 as far as you got
with it.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: The
Couneil have the right fo exercise that power,
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It would be a bad thing for the people if the
other House did not sometimes come to their
rescue. They have come to the rescue of the
people now.

The Premier: Why did you overlook all
this responsibility and leave it to another
place to take aetion?

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Why
leave it to another place?

Mr. North: It was on our notice paper.

Hon. 8ir JAMES MITCHELL: Of
course it was.

The Premier: Were members of this
House indifferent to the persecution?

Hon, 8ir JAMES MITCHELL: Certainly
not.

The Premier: They left it to another
place to take aetion.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: What
chance had we in this House? The Premier
has his 26 willing supporters and we have
no chance to carry any vote or disallow any
regulations, The member for Fremantle is
pleased that this question has been raised.
but he will not vote against the Government,

The Premier: This is s motion for ad-
Journment, which is quite a different thing
from a motion to disallow regulations,

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Not a bit
of it.

The Premier: You have teen sleeping on
this persecution all along.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Not at
all.

The Premier: You went to sleep on all
this persecntion.

Hon. 8ir JAMES MITCHELL: Will the
Premier keep quiet? e on this side of
the House must be allowed to say what we
wish to say. Here is an awtoeratic Minister
who, when regulations are disallowed, rushes
to the Press and declares that, vegulations
or no regulations, he will administer the Aet
in his own way. But he is not going to de
what he pleases. T am not so sure that he
has much power without regulations,: I am
by no means certain that his threats ean be
carried into effect. The Aect says the Min-
ister may make regulations fixing routes, but
does not say he can decide where these peo-
ple may run or where they may not run.
He can only act under the provisions of the
measure, Strangely, he goes on to say—-

It is difficult to understand the reasons
which prompted the Legislative Council to
carry the resolution, as the great majority of
the regulations were taken out almost ver-
batim from the Act itself, and in effcet did
mot differ in any respect from the law itself.

[ASSEMBLY.]

What that means I do not know, The Min-
ister certainly cannot take a section of the
Act and throw it into the form of a Tegu.
lation. He states, too, that he objects to one
House of Parliament having the right to
reject regulations.  «

The Minister for Works: I did not say
that at all.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Yes, the
Minister did.

The Minister for Works: No.
1 stated.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: The hon.
gentleman said-—

Section 41 of the Trafic Act sets out what
may be done by regulation, and all that was
proposcd wag to do just that whieh this sec-
tion said may be done, and nothing more;
but the Legislative Council has now said that
what Parliament agreed should be done under
Scetion 41 must not be done.

The Minister for Works: That is not a
regnlation.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: But it is
tantamount to repealing a regulation. The
staiement goes on—

The Act sets out that an omnibus can only
ply for hire on a prescribed route, and as the
Legislative Council has twice refused to agree
to a vrescribed route in Cottesloe, it is ob-
vious that jt will be illegal for this service
now to be carried on in that district.

I do not know that it will be. However, as
the member for Fremantle (Mr. -Sleeman)
said, the lawyers can decide that point, T
hope the Minister will be reasonable, and
not unreasonable, ag apparently he has been
up to date. It seems that if be cannot get
what he wants by regulation, he will not
have anvthing at all. That, of course, is
nonsense. The Minister is there to adminis-
ter the Aect as passed by Parliament, If
these matters were to be decided by the
Minister, and not by regnlations, Parliament
should have said expressly that such things
were to be determined by the Minister. Par-
liament expeets the Minister to be reason-
able. So far as I understand the position,
te terminal to the Cottesloe-Perth route is
the great objection. The case put up by the
member for Claremont and the member for
Fremantle ought to be answered, and we
should be fold that there will be no perse-
cution, that there will be no change in the
terminals, and that the men engaged on the
service will be allowed to run it for the con-
venienee of the publie to the utmost possible
extent. We maintain roads alongside the
railways into the country districts, and the
heavy motor traffic cuts up those roads al-

Read what
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most as soon as they are made. The traffic
here in question is for the benefit of people
who cannot afford to run motor ears of their
own, One eannot turn back the clock. Years
ago people walked wherever they went; then
e¢ame horses and horse-drawn vehicles; trains
and trams followed, to be succeeded in their
turn by motor cars. The people will use the
means most convenient to them. If improve-
ments come from thne to fime, those im-
provements will be utilised, no matter what
the Minister may sny or do. The hen. gen-
tleman would be well-advised to see that the
men whe furnish this convenicnce receive a
fair deal. We cannot recognise any author-
ity other than the Minister to whom we have
given power and also responsibility. If the
matter is to be decided by a board, then the
Minister should bring down an amending
Bill vesting anthority in a statutory board. 1
hope the case put up by the two hon. mem-
bers to whom 1 have referred will receive the
Minister’s most ecarnest consideration. I
trust he will see that the men who have paid
the license fee are allowed to conduet the
taxi service in peace, assisted by the depart-
ment, and not hampered by frequent changes
of terminals as at Fremantle.

MR. DAVY (West Perth) [5.38]: I can-
not understand why the Premier should try
to ¢lond the issne. He keeps on asking,
“Why lenve it to another place?” I put the
same question back to him, “Why leave it
tn the other place?” The control of business
heve and in another place is in the hands of
the Government. Both notices of motion
were given at the same time.

The Premier: No; not at the same time.

The Minister for Works: One was given
a week later than the other.

Mr. DAVY: T will take the Minister's
word for that. Put the fact of the matter
is that this notice of motion has been on the
Notiee Paper here——

The Premier: The motion was moved in
another plaee before notice of it was given
here.

Mr. DAVY: Suppose that to be so.

The Premier: Tt supports what T have
stoted, that the matter has bheen left to an-
other place.

Mr. DAVY: By the Premier.

The Premier: Not by the Premier af all.

Mr. DAVY: Yes. The Premier has the
control of business here, and his Minister
elsewhere has the control of business there.
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It ia absurd for the Premier to try to make
politieal capital out of the mafter,

The Premier: ‘What political eapital
conld [ make out of it

Mr. DAVY: The pext time the Premier
goes on the hustings at a general elec-
tion:

The ['remier-
time zhead,

Mr. DAVY: ——or the next time he ap-
pears before the publie, he will roar against
the undemoeratic House which has blocked
the will of the people—presumably at the
instanee of two Labour members of another
pluce. The motion for disallowance was
moved by Mr. Iitsen and strongly sup-
ported by Mr. Gray; two Labour members
who are presumably thwarting the will of
the people.

Mr. Panton: They got inlo very bad com-
pany over thut motion, I will admit.

Aly., DAVY: I have no doubt the rule
has been put well and truly over them. This
is not a politieal matter at all,

The ’remier: Of course it is not.

Mr, DAVY: It is an administrative mat-
ter, and I regret that the member for Fre-
mantle (Mr. Sleeman), having strongly sup-
ported the motion and strongly criticised the
administration of this particulsr matter, yet
feels himseltf bound to support the party
with which he is associated.

The Premier: Would you do it in similan
viremmstances ¥

Mr. DAVY: I do not know that T would.

The Premier: The carrving of this motion
would turn the Government out. How
would vou vote in similar eireumstanees?

Mr. DAVY: It is a pecunliar motion, with
which I am not very familiar; but if the re-
sult of earrying it will be to turn the Govern-
ment out of office, there may be some excuse
for the member for Fremantle. The disallow-
aunce of a regulation, however, does not turn
out the Government; and if the Premier
had seen fit to allow the motion for disal-
lowance to he disenssed instead of deliber-
ately preventing it from coming on

The Premier: It has hardly been de-
cided by another place.

Mr. DAVY: The Premier’s criticism that
the matter has been left to another place de-
liberately is unjustified, hecanse business
both here and elsewhere iz in his hands.

The Premier: You are wrong.

Mr. DAVY: TDoes the Premier suegest
that the other place took the business ont of
the Chief Seeretarv’s hands<?

You are looking a long
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The Premier: The Standing Orders of an-
other place provide for motions of that sort
coming on, and the matter is not in the
bhands of the Leader of the House.

Mr. DAVY: I cannot compete with the
Premier when he quotes Standing Orders
and rules of procedure.

The Premier: The Minister elsewhere has
no control over private motions,

Mr. DAVY: But the Premier has power
here. The matter was undoubtedly in his
hands; and if he was so amxious that the
¢mestion should he decided here, why did not
he bring it on?

The Premier: Because it had been de-
cided in another place.

Mr. DAVY: Yes, after the Premier had
delayed it long enough here. However, I
cannot understand some of the things which
have been said by the Minister for Wiorks.
In the course of an interview or statement
to the Press he said—

The decision has no legal effect so far as
the Fremantle taxi service is concerned, be-
canse the time within which objections to the
repulations must be taken had expired some
wecks before notice to move was given.

If that is so, it 15 rather extraordinary
that the motion was not ruled out of order in
another place. The Interpretation Act lays
down distinetly that regulations are to be
laid on the Tables of both Houses and
may be disallowed provided a resolu-
tion disallowing them is carried potice of
which has been given at any time within 14
sitting days of such House. These traffic
regnlations were laid oo the Table of this
House on the 11th October. I do not know
that it would be the same date in another
place, but very approximately it would be.

The Minister for Works: It was months
before.

Mr. DAVY: These regulations were laid
on the Table here months before? Then it
is rather an extraordinary thing that the of-
ficial note made by the Clerk of the Assem-
bly shonld be, “Laid on the Table of the Leg-
iglative Assembly by the Minister for Works
and Labour on the 11th day of Qetober, 1927.
If we are to be told that the sfficial notes
on doruments lving on the Table of tha
House are wrong. we shall not know where
we are. However, I cannot contradict the
Minister there, because I do not kmow the
exact time.

The Minister for Works:
dicted the Premier,

You contra-

{ASSEMBLY.)

My, DAVY: | did not contradict the Pre-
thier without knowing that 1 was correct.
If the Minister is right that the regulations
were out of time in the other place, the mo-
{ion was out of order and the regulations
are still valid.  The Minister went on fo
say—

Section 44 of the Traffic Act sets out what
may be done by regulation, and all that it
was proposed to do was just what this eee-
tion said should be done, and nothing more,
Perfectly correct, but both Houses of Par-
liament are eantitled to turn down regula-
tions if they disapprove of them. Then the
Minister addel-—

This is in fact tantamount to one House

repealing a section of the law that has been
passed by hoth Houses.
With all due respect to the Minister, he
cannot meun that. Our law states that regu-
lations may be disallowed. Hegulations are
not law. They are tentative and are lisble
to be challenged. What complaint can the
Minister have if another place disallows
regulations made in accordanee with the
Aet. Thep he further states—

The Acts seta out that a bue can only ply

for hire on a preseribed route,
At the risk of being contradicted by the
Minister, 1 say that that is nof so, and the
Minister in confrol should know better than
to make a statement of that sort. What
the Aet says is that the Governor may by
regulations preseribe the route and may pra-
seribe seetions and terminal points of such
route and that he may by regulation pro-
ltibit the nse of omnibuses elsewhere than
along a preseribed route. The Minister
turns the piece of Jaw into a statement that
a bus can only ply for hire on a preseribed
route.

The Minister for Works: You are wrony
again.

Mr, DAVY: I am pot afraid to stand up
to that statement.

The Minister for Works: But you do not
know what has happened.

Mr. DAVY: I know what the Aet says
and I know that the Minister tried to tell
the public what the Act said.

The Premier: If your interpretation is
right, vou will have a good chance of get-
ting a brief from those taxi men to defend
them.

Mr. DAVY: As my friend the member
for Perth has said, they have not any monev
with which to fight. T am certainly not
going to try to make trouble for the Gov-
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crument by fighting a case for nothing, 1
sugpest that this matter be faced fairly and
properly, and in spite of interjections from
members of the Cabinet, 1 submit that the
member for Claremont has put the positiov
fairly and correctly before the House, and
the matter should be decided apart from
politieal considerations and with absolute
candour and fatrness to all. All that the
member for Claremont is trying to get for
these people and the public is a square deal.
He has made out a good case for certain
sections of his constituents to secure a ¢on-
tinnance of the taxi service, and to bring
about a different terminus from the one in
Wellington -street, which is admitiedly dark
and incopvenient, apart from the difficul-
lies associated with it to which the hon.
member referred. 1 have no doubt that the
hon member will withdraw his motion in
due course, bat I hope that the Minister
tfor Works will not eontinue to take up n
dogmatic attitude. 1f I were the Minister
for Works, it is just possible that I would
not always be as dogmatie¢ as he is, but per-
haps it is a very different tbing being dog-
matic in opposition from being dogmatic as
a Minister of the Crown. I suggest to the
Minister that if he wants fo acquire merit,
he will meet this afternoon's eriticism fairly
and squavely and give the consideration to
the request that it deserves.

MR. MANN (Perth) [5.53}: During
the past few years 1 bave taken depu-
tations from the taxi men ¢o the Min-
ister for Works. The first asked the
Minister to fix the maximum number of
taxis that <hould be licensed, and the tax
drivers put up soch a case as to satisfy the
Minister. TLater on the Minister saw fit to
open the field, and the resnlt was that a
number of men on the various ranks went
on the Perth-Fremantle run. Recently T
took another deputation to the Minister anid
the question of routes cropped up. The
representative of the local bodies was pre-
sent and it was apparent that he was not
in touch with the desires of the local au-
thorities. One of the representatives
of the loeal authorities and he got
at ecross-purposes in the Minister’s room
hecause the gentleman representing the
loeal authorities, or a memher of one
of the Ioeal bodies, aceused him of
not looking after their interests, and of not.
knowing what they reqnired. That membher
of the deputation cited the case of the Ned-
lands route and the Minister said he had no
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intention of inspecfing routes but he would
look at that one and see whether the posi-
tion was as had been stated. What has
struek me in connection with the matter is
that no complaints have come from any of
the local authorities with regard to the
starting or finishing points of the routes.

The Minister for Works: The Minister
for Works is responsible,

Mr. MANN* Surely the Perth City Coun-
cil must be recognised as a responsible body,
and it must be admitted that they are as
anxious as the Minister that the traffic
should be well condueted.

The Minister for Works: The responsi-
bility is mine.

Mr. MANN: That is admitted, but at the
game time the City Council desire to see that
the traffic in their streets is well conducted.
Has there been anything to warrant this
change of route that has taken place? What
scemed to be operating in the Minister's
mind on the oceasion of the last deputation
was that the taxi men went into certain
streets thut were not constructed strongly
enough to carry that traffic, and the Min-
ister thought that the loeal authority would
immediately approach him for the mainten-
anee of the thoroughfare or ask that it be
declared a main road so as to be able to
collect traffic fees. Tf that is the reason for
kis drastic action

The Minister for Works:
taken any drastie action.

Mr. MANN: Tt may not be drastic in
the eyes of the Minister.

The Minister for Works:
done anything yet.

Mr. MANN: The staiement made to the
Press by the Minister threatened drastic
measures. The reason seemed to be the
action of members in another place in sup-
porting the motion for the disallowance of
the regulations. The motien for the dis-
allowanee was moved by a member of an-
other place who is not hustile to the Min-
ister and who, if possible, would have sup-
ported the Minister in the action that he
took. That member and 2 colleague of his
are open-minded men, and they put up such
a ease, not once kut on hoth oceasiens, that
another place decided to dizallow the regu-
lations. Tt is all very woll for the Premier
to ask why the motion for disallowanee of
the regulations was not submitted in this
House. It would have heen futile.

The Premier: If members of this Party
in" another place were free to take the action

I have not

I have not
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they did, why would not members of the
same party in this House he free to do the
same thing?

Mr. MANN: They were not too sure of
carrying it in this House

The Premier: That is enly your sus-
picion. Do you suggesi that there would
have been a block vote here, and that that
is why the motion was moved in another
place?

Mr. MANN: All this trouble has arisen
within the last 12 months. When the late
Inspector Smith was iz charge of the
Traffic Department we never had any diffi-
culties of this kind. There was no tronble
and I do not know thal there have been
any more accidents since that time and I
am not aware that the traffic has increased
materially. I do not know that there has
been any reason for these drastic move-
ments sinee the days of Inspector Smith.
The Minister would be wise if he made a
personal inquiry into this matter to see for
himself whether there was any necessity for
the constant changing of the roufes that
was giving rise to so muck discontent all
round. With regard to Waellington-street,
it is not a street that shculd be set apart
as a iaxi car starting or ferminal point.
Going west from the Royal Hotel it is
badly lighted and there is a wine saloon,
which is largely vsed by foreigmers, a little
way round the corner. There is also a
cheap lodging house elose by. There is
nothing in the locality to commend it as
either a starting or a firishing point for
faxis.

The Minister for Works: Why did they
not approach me about that. They did not
approach me from the time the regulations
were gazetted.

Mr. MANN: Apparently the Minister
thinks he could have remedied the trouble,

The Minister for Works: I said s0, and
the Minister in another place said so, but
they wonld not eome near us.

The Premier: They fell back on the dis-
allowance of the regulations in another
place.

Mz, North: They had to go to the Routes
Advisory Committee.

The Minister for Waorks:
come near me.

Mr. MANN: It does not seem to me
that the Minister himself is too satisfied
with Wellington-street as a terminus.

The Minister for Works* I have said so.

They did not

[ASSEMBLY.]

Mr. MANN: Upon tbat admission, L
have nothing further to say.

THE MINISTER FOR WORES (Hon.
A. McCallum—South Frewantle) [61]: I
am sorry that the member for Claremont
(Mr. North) did not extend to me the or-
dinary courtesy that one member extends
to another when submitting a motion such
as this.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell:
fault.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I had
no notice of it. All I knew about it was
what I read in the Press. I thought that
when the newspaper stated the hon. mem-
ber had diseussed the matter with the
Leader of the Opposition, the lesst he might
have done was ta mention it to the Premier.

Hon. Sir James Mitehell: T should have
done that.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Neither
the Premier nor 1 had arv notice that this
motion was to be moved. 1 do not think
it is characteristic of the hon. member for
Claremont to show lack of courtesy to the
extent of trying io catch me unawares when
he moved this motion,

Hon. Sir James Mitehull:
not.

Mr, North: T saw the Leader of the
Opposition last week about if.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: It
should have come before sither the Premier
or me,

Hon. G. Taylor: The Leader of the Op-
position accepts the responsibility.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: No
notice whatever was given to me of this
motion. This is the second occasion of a
gimilar nature. I know the member for
Subiaco (Mr. Richardson! tried to get me
on the afternoon when he moved the motion
about the Perth water supplies. 1 did not
know anything about it.

Mr. Richardson: I interviewed the Pre-
mier on the matter, beeanse I could not find
you. *

The MINISTER FOR WOREKS: I was
away, and did not reach the House until
the meeting hour. I did not know about
the motion until it came on then. In his
very heated, dogmatic and emphatic speech,
the member for West Perth (Mr, Davy)
denlt with only one point, He said the Pre-
mier was wrong in claiming that this motion
should have been dealt with here instead
of in another place, and that it was the

That is my

No, of eourse
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Premier’s fault it was not done in that way.
Let me say that two hours after the mem-
ber for Claremont gave nctice of his motion
in this Hounse, a similar motion to disallow
the regulations was carried in another place.
The notice had been given on 12th Oectober
in another place, and it was not given in
this House until the 25th Oectober. On the
25th October, two hours after the notice
was given here, the division was taken in
another place.

Hon. (. Taylor: The motion was moved
in another place a week before.

The Premier: It was moved a fortnight
before.

Hon, Sir James Mitchell: What has that
to do with it?

The Premier: It has a lot to do with the
statement of the member for West Perth.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: It shows
that the member for West Perth was entirvely
wrong.

Hon. Sir James Mitehell: It does not.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: 1t seems
to me that those associated with this bus-
iness have lost all sense of proportion. They
appear to think that if the taxi service
stopped running the whole State would stand
still.

Mr. Mann: Why should it stop?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: They
think that il is the one thing that should
command the attention of the (Government.
and that it is of more importance than all
the other work that is being performed by the
Minister. Here we have the suggestion that
the Minister’s time should be taken up by
running round after taxis, up and down dif-
ferent streets to see which is the most con-
venient, personally inspecting suburb after
suburb and distriel after distriet, and him-
gelf deciding which routes the taxis should
follow. Here we are this afternoon in Par-
liament, in solemn conclave, discussing which
streets the taxis should take. It is alto-
gether oul of proportion to the importance
of our duties.

My. Thomson: [t has a great effect upon
the taxi people.

Mr., North: It is a matter of prineiple.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Those
associnted with this business have become
sufferers from a new form of paranoia. 1
may call them taxi parancics. They can
see nothing ontside the taxi business, and
gseem to he obsessed with it. They eannot
recognise anything bevond that.

Mr, Sampsen: It is of great importance
to these men.
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The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The in-
terests associated with the business of eon-
trolling traftic are so divergent that I do not
think any hwpan being could satisfy every-
body. Take the viewpoints of the mover
and seconder of this motion. The mover of
the motion waunts the route from Cottesloe
to go along the Perth-Fremantle-rond. The
seeonder of the motion complains that the
Perth-Fremantle-road is so.overcrowded as
to be dangerous, and that the Government
should limit the number of ¢ars that use it.
How are we to satisfy both the mover and
the seconder?

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: Both are agreed
that you are wrong.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Either
one or the other is wrong, and I submit
they are Doth wrong. Oune says we should
permit these people to seleet their own
route and to take the Perth-I'remantle-road,
and the member for Fremantle says that that
road is dangerous and so overerowiled that
the Government should limit the number of
carg that use it.

Mr. North: They have offered to limit
the number.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
hon. member wants to put more on that
road.

Mr. North: I want to put seven on and
take thirty ofl. That would be 2 difference
of 23.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: 3o long
as the hon, member’s district, or the taxi
men, get what they want, that is all he de-
sires.

The Premier: He would settle one diffi-
culty and open up another.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I shall
show some of the ridiculous features of that
argument, The whole history of the serviee
is that when the charabanes came into op-
erntion, the Aet elassed them as motor buses.
They were trading on certain routes, and had
to pay a tax of 30s. per seat according to
the number of passengers they were regis-
tered to earry. That Aet was passed by
Parliament in 1924. Shortly afterwards,
there wazs a doubt as to whether these
smaller taxis, that carry eight passengers
or less, eame within the definition of a bus.
There. was a difference of opinion amongst
legal authorities on the matter. Tnstead of
involving the State in expensive litization,
and also involving the taxi men in a like
expense, I decided not to test the issue in
the eourts, although I was advised to do =o,
but té wait nntil we could get a definition
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into the Act so that a motor bus could be
more clearly deseribed. The definition now
given in the Act is that which exists in the
English Act. In the meantime these tasi
beople had been trading against the buses,
They had been running up one street and
down another, wheorever they liked to
go. They were not confined to any route or
to any time table, and were not paying the
30s. tax that the other people have to pay.
The motor bus people have had to pay their
tax all along, and since 1924 have
been confined to definite routes. It is
ooly now that we are bringing that
inte forece so fur as these taxis are
concerned. These people have had their
own way up to now. They have run
wherever they liked without paying any fee,
and have been doing what they liked with-
out any control. They are now chafing be-
cause they are being brought under control,
in the same way as the buses have been con-
trolied since 1924. They are doing all they
cen to get away from that control. The hon.
member who moved the motion in another
place distinetly stated that his objective
in attempting to have the regulations dis-
allowed was to prevent the Government from
enforcing the Act. He wanted a free hand
for them to do as they liked. He has since
advised them that they ean do as they like,
and run wherever they like,

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: You ought to
have regulations to govern them.

Mr. Mann: Knowing the hon. member who
moved that motion, it seems to me that state-
ment is a doubtful one.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS : The hon.
member wiil find his speech in “Hansard.”
He states clearly that unless the regulations
are disallowed, the Government will be able
to take proceedings to enforce the law. He
did not want the Government to be in n
position to enforee the law.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: That is ridie-
ulous. You ean always enforce the law,

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: That is
the history of the whole position. That is
why we are suffering from all this agitation
now. The trouble has arisen because these
people have not complied with the law. They
have been a law unto themselves. They have
been doing what they liked over all this
period. The police and other people say that
these taxi men are boasting outside that they
ean pull sofficient strings in Parliament
to prevent any rvegnlations from coming into
force and controlling them. The member for

[ASSEMBLY.]

Claremont (Mr. North) found it neeessary
to come to me personally on one oceasion te
wern me of certain things that were hap.
pening,

Mr. Mann:
purpose,

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Yes, buf
they have carried ou in this way ever singe.

Hon, ¢. Taylor: I am afraid he will not
take that risk again,

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I am
afraid not.

Hon, G. Taylor: Perbaps you should not
have divulged the fact.

Mr. North: It is no secret.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I am
going to divulge a little more before I sit
down, to show what has been happening.
Abuse is being showered upon my head, and
T have taken it very quietly. There is, how-
ever, too muech Secotch blood in me to sit
quietly for very long.

Mr. Wilson: Hear, hear to that.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The po-
lice have told mae that this is being flaunted
in their faces by these people, “You can pre-
scribe what routes you like, do what you
like, put up whatever regulations you please,
but we have suflicient influence in another
place to have overything disallowed.” They
have gone so far as to produce copies of
draft regulations, and flash them in the
faces of the police before they had even
reached me.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: How is that?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I am
making inquiries, and if I find out how these
people got hold of these regmlations I will
take aection.

Hon. Sir James Miichell:
range the regulations,

The MINISTRR FOR WORKS:  Yes.
Before the draft of these regulations had
reached me, thev were being flaunted in the
faces of the police.

Hon. G. Taylor: They should never have
had them,

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Of
eourse not.

Hon. G. Taylor:
thing lax in the office.

The MINTSTER FOR WORKS: So far
as the Cottesloe people are concerned. [
tried twice to give them a route and a ser-
vice, but on each oecasion the Legislative
Couneil disallowed the arrany ment. It is not
my fault that the Cottesloe y.aople have ne
ronfe.  The fanlt lies with the Legislative

That showed his honesty of

Surely you ar-

There must be some-
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Council. T bave tried twice to give them
the route they wanted, and on the last oe-
casion 1 gave them exactly what they asked
for.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: Did you give
them the termiunal point they wantedY

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: If there
had been any fault with the terminal point
in Perth

Hon. Sir James Mitchell:
new regnlation.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
least these people could have done was to
come to me and say, “You bave given us the
route in Cottesloe that we wanf, but we
digngree with the terminus. Will you alter
that?’ On the contrary, I was not ap-
proached by aunyone, or me{ by anyone uva
that score. T do not for 2 moment admit that
the Wellington-street terminus is all that is
desired. I made the statement that I was
open to diseuss it and review the position,
just as the Minister in ancther place said
when he was replying to the motion that was
moved there.

Hon, Sir James Mitchell:
terminal point beforc?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: It only
shows what the faxi people are out for.
They thought they could find enough sup-
port in another place to have all the regula-
tions disallowed. There was no question
about mecting me and discussing the termu-
inus. It was not a yuestion of the Wellington-
street terminus. They could have had that
altered if they had desired, but they thought
they had sufficient backing to get all the re-
gulations disnllowed. In defiance of all the
provisions of the Act and of the advice given
by the police, they fook the action they did,
and now they find themselves without any
route preseribed for Cottesloe.

Hon. G. Taylor: The two members for
the Fremantle Province took the action.

The Premier: They can be wrong as well
as anyone else.

That is the

Where was the

Scttmg suspended from é. 15 to 7.30 p.m.,
R .
! The MINISTER FOR WORK‘% It is
well that the House should know just what
the regulations are, seeing that they were
disallowed, and how far the views of some
who considered I was adopting an anto-
cratic attitnde and harassing the men en-
gaged in this business, were justified. I
want to rend the regulations and compare
them with the provisions of the At itself.

[s6]
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Under Section 42 of the Act the Grovernor
is given power to make certain regulations
and among those powers is the following:—

The Governor, by regulations made under
this Act, may preseribe the routes within the
metropolitan area, or in any other defined
parts of the State, to be observed by omni-
buses, and prohibit the use of omnibuses else-
where than along a prescribed route.

The regulation that has been disallowed
reads—

The nae within the metropolitan area of any
vehicle as an omnibus clsewhere than along a
'fpreseribed route’’ is hereby prohibited.

That is just the power that is given by the
Act! Another direction in which the Gov-
ernor may make regulations is—

To preseribe the maximum number of omni-

buscs which may be licensed to ply for hire
on any prescribed route.

The regulation under that heading reads—

So far as by any regulation hereinbefore
prescribed under the Act, the number of
licenses to be granted in respect of any pre-
seribed route is restricted or limited, such re-
striction or limitation is bereby repealed.

I will deal with the question of limitation
direetly. The Act also provides that—

The Governor may, by regulations under this
Act, prohibit the use of vehicles as omuibuses
within the imetropotitan area, or in any other
defined part of the State, urless a preseribed
route is specified in or indorsed on the license
for the vehicle by the loeal authority, and on
uny roule other than the route so specified in
or indorsed on the license.

Mr. Davy: That is under Seection 419

The MINISTER ¥OR WORKS: No,
under Section 42, Subsection 2. Under that
heading the regulation reads—

The use, on and after the lst day of Oeto-
ber, 1927, within the metropolitan area of any
vehicle as an omnibug is hereby prohibited—
(a) Unless a ‘‘prescribed route’’ is specified
in or indorsed on the license for such vehicle,
by the Commissioner of Police as the local
authority in the metropolitan area; and (b)
on any route other than the route so specified
in or indorsed om the license.

That is almost verbatim with the section of
the Act.

Mr. Davy: Of course the Act gives power
to the Governor to do these things by way
of regulations, but the objection is to the
way the regulations have been administered.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: An-
other section reads—

The Governer. by regulations made under
this section—(a)} may preseribe that the
holder of a passenger vehicle license for an
omnibus in fores at the commencement of the
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first; regulations made under thia section shall
surrender such license, and may be granted in
lieu thereof a passenger vehicle license to be
issued in aecordance with such regulations,

The regulation is as follows:—

The holder of a passenger vehicle license
for an omnibus in force at the commencement
of these regulations, and baving effect in the
metropolitan area, shall surrender such license,
and shall be granted in Jien thereof a pas-
senger vehicle license for such omnibus to be
issucd in accordance with these regulations,
subject to the payment of the preseribed fees
for the current year, if and so far as such fees
have not been already paid for the surread-
ered license.

Another section of the Act reads—

When routes within the metropolitan area
o other defined part of the State have been
preseribed under this section as the routes to
be observed by omnibuses, and the wuse of
vehicles as omnibuses has been prohibited un-
less o preseribed route is specified in or in-
dorsed on the license for the vehicle, any owmer
of, or person in charge of a vehiele who uses
the vchicle or suffers or permits the vehicle
to be used within the metropolitan area or
other deficed part of the State as an omnibus
without a preseribed route being specified in
or indorsed on the license, or on any route
other than that specified in or indorsed on the
Yicense, or in a consent granted by the loeal
authority under a regulation preseribed pur-
suant to Subsection (3) of this section, or
on any road within the metropolitan area or
such defined part of the State as aforesaid
which 15 not a perseribed ruute, shall be guilty
of an offence against this Act, and shall ba
liable on conviction to a penalfy not exceed-
ing £20 or to imprisonment with or without
hard labour for not execeeding one month.

The regulation under that heading is as fol-
lows:—

Any owner of or person in eharge of a
vehicle who uses the vehicle or suffers or per-
wmits the vehiele to be used within the metro-
politan arca as an omnibus without a pre-
geribed route being specified in or indorsed om
the license, or on any route other than that
speeified in or indorsed on the license or in
a aonsent granted pursuant to Regulation 7,
or on any road within the metropolitan area
which is not a preseribed route, is liable on
conviction to a penalty not exceeding £20, or
tn imprisonment, with or without hard labour,
for not excceding one month.

Thus hon. menhers will see that what was
attempted to be done by way of regmlations
has really been what the Act says the Gov-
ernor may do.

Mr. Davy: Yes, “may” do.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: But we
have simply done what the law gave us au-
thority to do, and we have hardly departed
from the verbisge of the Act by one single
word.

(ASSEMBLY.]

Mr. Davy: That is so with practically
every regulation,

The MINISTER ¥FOR WORKS: The
Act itself sets out that in order that the
Governor may enforee the Act, regulations
may be made with that object in view,

Mr, Davy: Subject to the consent of
Parliament.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I know
that. I am not complaining about that.

Mr. North: No, of course not.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Once
the Act was agreed lo and it prescribed that
the Governor in Council could make regu-
lations dealing with certain matters and
the regulations framed are almost in ac-
cordance with the sections of the Act them-
selves, what objection ean there be? On
the other hand, the regulations sought to
give effect merely to what the seetions of
the Aet provided for. They were kept as
nearly verbatim with the Act itself as was
humanly possible, without any attempt be-
ing made to take additionsl powers that the
Act did not provide for. We did not at-
tempt to extend those powers or to embrace
¢thers that the law did not intend us to
take. Notwithstanding that the regulations
were taken almost verbatim, from the word-
ing of the sections, they were disallowed by
the Legislative Council. I still say that that
is tantamount to one House of Parliament
repealing a section of the Act. Both Houses
agreed to place on the statute book a law
under whick it was set out that the Gov-
ernor in Council could do what was defined
by Parliament in that Aet, then one House
disallowed regulations made in accordance
with that power. Had the Government gone
ontside the Aect to the smallest extent pos-
¢ible or had we atiempted fo assume an-
thority and take eontrol in directions Par-
liament had not intended, either House
would have been warranted in stepping in
and disallowing the regmlation. Oun the
nther hand we stuck to the letter of the law,
as closely ns the Crown BSolicitor conld do
it, yet one House of Parliament steps in and
disallows the whole of the reculations.

Mr. E. P. Johnston : Either Hense of Par-
liament ean disallow new regmlations,

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: oOf
eonrse. hut in this instanee the Aet was
passed by both Honses of Parliament and
gave the Governor in Conneil the anthority
to do what has heen done. Had we Aeparted
at all from those powers, either House of
Parliament wounld have been within its rights
to disallow the regulations. On the other
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band, what has happened has been that one
House of Parliament has practically nulli-
fied that section of the Act. When such
action is taken, I claim it amounts to over-
riding the law. I have endeavoured to ex-
amine the rcasons that were given for the
dismllowing of the regulations. The main
one that was advanced was that the Govern-
ment had decided that they could not sub-
seribe to the principle of limitation. That
question was discussed by Cabinet on more
than one occasion. It appeared to wus that
if we applied that principle to those engaged
in the motor business, we could not deny
the application of the prineiple to those op
erating any other form of business. That
the men employed on the motor run to Fre-
mantle are not earning a decent living, I
am convineed, for I believe that some are
working for the garages in order to pay off
the cost of their cars. On the other hand,
to ask the Government, beecause too many
are competing for the business, to limit ihe
number of motors that may ply for hire
along that route, and to say that no one in
foture shall be allowed to engage in that
husiness, is merely to suggest that I shonld
adopt an autocratic attitude and prevent
other deserving people from engaging in the
operations. The Government elaiin that if
we had done that we would have had to
apply the prineciple to butchers, bakers and
candlestick makers and to every other class
of business. We could not logically apply
the prineiple to one class only. So far as
T am aware, the only business in which
there is a form of limitation is that in
which persons concerned are engaged in
selling spiritnous lignors.

Mr. Davy: Do not you limit the number
of charahanes?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: XNo.
That reminds me of one phase of the argu.
ment that was advanced. Tt was stated that
I was not concerned about those engaged
on the run with their charabanes.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: Who said that?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I think
the member for Fremantle (Mr. Sleeman)
made that statement.

Mr. Sleeman interjected.

The MINISTER FOR WORTKS: Perhaus
it was not in so many words, but that was
the effect of the statement. In the Legis-
lative Couneil it was stated that the Govern-
ment had given every consideration to the
charabanes, that we had limited their num-
ber and given them everything that they
desired. On the other hand they asserted
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that we were harassing the taxi drivers. As
a matter of faet, there is no limitation upen
the number of taxzigs or buses. The decision
of Cabinet regarding no limitation applies to
taxis and charabanes alike. Of course it
ig recogrised that a taxi is an omnibus.

Mr. Davy: Do you say that anyone who
desires to run a charabape between Perth
and Fremuntle can do so.

The MINISTER FOR WORES: Yes.

Hon, G. Taylor: Provided he gets a
license.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Yes.

Mr. Davy: On any run?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Yes, so
long as it is over a preseribed route. All
those who ply for hire and eollect single
fares from passengers are running omni-
buses.

Mr, North: Yes, under the law.

Hon. Sir James Mitehell: Has there been
any decision un that point?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Yes.

Mr. Davy: I can quole an instance of a
license having been refused for a bus to
proceed along a certain route.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I know
the decisions that have been given.

Mr. Sleeman: There was one within the
last few days.

The MINISTER IOR WORKS: No, not
for many months past. I want to express
my objection to the treatment meted out to
the Chief Secretary in the Legislative Coun-
cil. Members aceused him of telling un-
truths, of telling half-truths, of misrepre.
sentation and so forth. The insults that
were hurled at the head of the Minister in
that Honse were shameful. They were such
as to cause interjections, the inference from
which was that the Government werc inter-
ested in the company controlling the chara-
banes. Those interjections were strong enough
to give rise to that innuendo econcerning
the Governinent. There has been no decision
arrived at by Cabinet that does not appty
to one section equally to the other. So far

as the Fremantle road is concerned, the
only trouble I know of that exists
now is that concerning the control in

Queen-street, which forms the new terminus.
T have lived in Fremantle for 20 years and
I think I know it as well as the next man.
I say without fear of contradiction that the
old terminus at William-sireet was posi-
tively dangerous, and that the alteration
has made a marked improvement. Anybody
speaking without prejudice must admit that
the new arrangement is in the interests of
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the men engaged in the husiness, and has
made a distinet improvemwnt to the traflic
in the town. In the past, as the taxis came
out from William-street, they bhad fo eross
four lines of trams, all eonverging at that
point. When the Minister in another place
mentioned this he was defied to point to
four lines of tram rails coming in there. I
say that the Beaconsfield trams, the Mar-
mion-streett trams, the IEast Fremantle
trams, and the North Fremanptle trams all
come in at that point,

Mr. Sleeman: Stil), there are not four
sets of tramlines there.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
Minister in another place vefused to make
any mis-statements. He said there were
four lines of trams cominy in there; he did
not say there were four lines of tram rails.
Neither do I say it.

Mr. Sleeman: But you are leading pec-
ple to believe it.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Nothing
of the sort. There are fcur lines of trams
coming in there, nnd the terminus of the
North Fremantle tramway is right there.
When functions are being held at the Fre-
mantle town hall the position there is very
much congested and positively dangerous.
A whole lot has been said about the atti-
tude of the Fremantie council, and the
statement was made at a council meeting
that the council had been ignored. As a
matter of fact there have been three con-
ferences, each with full discussion, between
the Romtes Advisory Cownittee, the busi-
ness people, the taxi proprietors, the Tram-
way Board, and the reprosentatives of the
municipal eouncil. Yet at a meeting of the
eonncil it was stated by ore of the members
that the council had been ignored. At the
same meeting a lot of extravagant state-
ments were made and a deputation was ap-
pointed to wait npon me. Naturally I ex-
pected that a big section of the council
would attend. As a mafter of faet, when
the deputation eame along, the mayor was
the only one there to support the council.
He was accompanied by Councillor Sump-
ton, & member of the Routes Advisory Com-
mittee and representing the loeal authori-
ties, who had been respensible for recom-
mending the alteration. Bo it cannot be
argued that he was there to represent the
couneil,

Mr. Sleeman: Was he there to support
what the men pot up?

[ASSEMBLY.]

The MINISTER FOR WORKSB: H
could not have been there to support the
council, for he was a member of the com
mittee that recommended the alteration. |
have here the shorthand noies of the depu
tation that waited on me on the 17th Oe.
tober. Let me read the (ranscript, as fol-
lows—

Mr, Gibson, the Mayor, remarked that hc
was not altogether in accord with the opinions
expressed by the Counmeillors, They objected
entirely to the use of Queen-street, but he did
not mind the fact that the department had
chosen it as a starting point, that being =
question for the department to decide, but
he wondered if the department could regulate
the number of cars to be parked in Quecn-street
at the same time. At present the whole of the
street wns occupied by the cars; that morning
there were 15 taxis there together. Mr. Gib-
son wondered whether it would not be possible
for the Traffic Department to have two gtands,
and have ears coming in at the top of Queen-
street . . . . . Those were all the points he
wished to raise, and he stated that Mr. Sump-
ton had come and agreed with him, but did
not wish to speak. The council were sym-
pathetie with the Traffic Dopartment, because
they were up against a difficult proposition.
They only desired to help, and not interfers
with that department . . .. The firat day on
which the terminal point had bren fixed at
Quecn-street the taxi drivers had deliberately
made it impossible for other wehicles to get
through the streets, He asked, if the Traffie
Department had the right to fix the terminal
point, could not thc Works Department limit
the nomber of cars standing on itY Mr. Me-
Callum said he thought he could, but he would
look into it and see what could be done. Mr.
Gibson remarked that that would make it con-
giderably befter for the business people. He
drew Mr. MeCallum’s attention to the fact that
when the taxis were loeated in William-strest,
somctimes the drivers created quite a nuisance
by blocking the footpath and very often using
bad Ianpuage. Mr. MecCallum said he would
ace if he eould limit the number of ears to
bo there at the one timo, and he thought that
that should suit everybody.

That is the transeript of the notes of the
deputation. When people come along and
say that the Minister in another place made
statements misteading to the House and in-
dulged in half-truths it 15 as well that the
shorthand notes of the deputation should
be placed before the House.

Mr. Sleeman: Even eo, the notes show
that the coumncil were acainst Queen-street.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
statement made was that the couneil had
heen ignored. Vet conference after confer-
ence was held. But some people seem to
think that if they are cousnlted their views
and deeisions must stand. Despite all that,
I am the Minister charged by the Govern-
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ment to look after the Traffic Act, and it
has nothing to do with the Fremantle Muni-
eipal Council. We confer with them and
take their opinions into eonsideration, but
to say that their view is to stand is to say
something that cannot he accepted.

Mr. North: They represent the views of
the ratepayers.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: We
also represent the ratepayers and, in ad-
dition, we represent the people. Here is
another minute put up to me after the eon-
ference between the loeal authorities, the
Tramway Board, and the Fremantle taxi
people was held. This is signed by Mr.
Treadgold, the representative of the Com-
missioner of Police on the Routes Advisory
Committee. In an addendvm to his report
Mr. Treadgold savs—

I took the opportunity to speak with the
mayor of Fremantic and the chairman of the
Traumway Board and they assured me they
were in favour of the alteration as represent
ing those two parties, and had no objection
to my rccording the same,

Those are the facts of the case, and they
spealt for themselves. T have said before
that no matter what decision another place
or this House arrived at in respeet of the
Fremantle route, it is already law. The
Crown Solicitor has put up this minute—

As regards Route 7A in the schedule, this is
an existing route, Regulation 3 adopts the
routes existing at the date of the '‘Gazette’’
((27th September, 1927) as set out im the
Achedule. It does not preseribe any new route.
Route 7A was gazetted 14th January, 1927,
The regulation was duly tabled and npot ob-
jeeted to, and it has mow the foree of law
and cannot by any resolution of the House
cease to have effect.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: Then why was
it put on the Table?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Mevely
to give the information. The statement of
the member for Fremantle (Mr. Sleeman)
that there has been chopping and changing
sbout from one route to another is entirely
ineorrect. Really there has been only one
change made from the rovte. The amended
route was disallowed by the Council, and so
we had to fall back on the old route. One
member of the Council, in supporting his
contention that this route should be dis-
allowed, said he was surprised at the La-
bour Government prohibiting the taxis from
going round the river, as the families of
working men had only that opportunity for
faking that lovelv drive.  Yet he spoke
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against and voted to disallow that very
route when the Government proposed it.
What is to be done with a man like that?
He spoke against the route because he dis.
agreed with the terminus. It goes to prove
the point I made at the beginning, namely,
unless these people get all they want they
prefer to bave nothing.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: That is so with
tke Minister also.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
facts I am produeing show that it is not
my attitude at all. I have tried on every
oceasion to meet those who disagree with
us. The only point in respeet of the Fre-
mantle route is the number of taxis that
now park in Quecn-street. I notice that
the City Council bas again prescribed
otands. They ean preseribe stands where
they like, but that has nothing to do with
the taxi service and the terminal point of
a route. The Act distinetly lays it down
that that is the function of the Government,
and that where the authority of the loeal
authority and the anthority of the Govern-
ment clash, the authority of the Government
shall prevail. A stand is entirely different
from & terwinal point of a route, and the
City Counecil or the Fremantle Municipal
Council can prescribe stands wherever they
like. But, as I say, that has nothing to do
with the terminal points of a route. I re-
peat that in this last regulation the Cottes-
loe people were given just what they asked
for.

Mr. North:
minus,

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Yes,
everything except what they asked for at
the Cottesloe end. The terminal point in
Cottesloe necessitated their starting on the
river side of the railway and going over the
level crossing by the Cottesloe Beach sta-
tion. They were passing over that erossing
with their passengers aboard. No man with
any sense of responsibility would preseribe
a route passing over a railway level cross-
ing. Only yesterday morning at the very
next level c¢roszsing, towards North Fre-
mantle, a motor truck ecoming into collision
with a railway engine was smashed to
pieces and the driver had a miraculous es
cape. We said the tazis must start from
the other side of the railway, instead of
going over the level erossing. In order to
bolster up the case against the regulations,
it was said in another place that that neees-
sitated the people of the distriet walking

Everything except the ter-
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three-tenths of a mile, which was regarded
as a hardship. But those who said that,
forgot to say that at the old starting point
there are 140 taxis and 22 charabanes pass-
ing every day—I do not know how many
imes a day tbey pass. However, all those
vehicles are running on the Fremantle route,
and it is not likely that people would prefer
to go joy riding round Cottesloe when on
the direct ronte there are 120 taxis and 22
charries available. 1% shows how the case
was misinterpreted. As to the route round
Ihalkeith, it was stated that the man who
pioneered it kad been squeezed out while
‘he route was being discussed, and that the
Routes Advisory Board allowed other peo-
ple to come in. There is not a word of
truth in that, for the man who pioneered
the route is running there to-day, and there
is no limitation to the numbers of others
who may come in and put charries on that
route. The local authorities asked us fo pro-
Libit the taxis going there as they thought
ibe route was suitable exclusively for
charries.  When statements like that are
made to Parliament to induce the Hounse to
disallow regnlations, it iz seen how des
perate the case is.
Mr. North: Was not that route altered?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: There
was no route at all until this one was pre-
seribed.

AMlr. North: You have since altered the
route?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS : Yes.
When the regulation was put through and
that route was preseribed I do not think the
man confined himself to any particular
street. There was no route to govern him,
snd he went where he pleased. The original
route was not the one he usually took, and
immediately my attention was directed fo
that fact, I altered the ronte. It was gaz-
etted before this matter was dealt with in
the Legislative Council. The man followed
the route which was ]aid down for him and
which the local authorities wanted. As to
the terminus in Wellington-street, I do not
consider it is all that could be desired. [
regret that neither I nor the Routes Ad-
visory Committee was approached in
the matter. T have been told by the mem-
hers of thz eommittee that they were not
spproached, and I myself heard nothing
about it. After the gazettal I was not ap-
proached in any way. If it had heen
bronght to my notice, no doubt we shonld
have been ahle to make some better arrange-
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ment. Tha! is the only point upen whie
the Cottesloe taxi owners have ecause fo
complaint. T disagree with that terminu
and say it could be improved. But whe
they say that was all they had to complai
cf, I want to show the House that it wa
not. They were prepared to accept th
Wellington-street terminus. They made
proposition fo the Routes Advisory Com
mittee that if they were permitted to g
under the subway at Claremont—their rout
wag direct to Perth along the railway-
cross to the Fremantle-road, run along th
Fremantle-road for half a mile or more an
nack again to the railway, thus taking th
Cottesloe people for a ten minutes’ joy-rid
around Claremont and on to the zame roa
that the I'remantle taxis use, they would b
prepared to aeccept Wellington-street a
their terminus. So the real cause o
their objeetion is not the Wellington
street terminus. I am sorry that the mem
ber for Claremont bas made such seriou
charges against the police. e has mad
some very ferious charges, and no doubt th
police will have something te say ahou
them. I repeat that I think the Wellington
street terminal can be improved. But th
taxi people want St. George’s-terrace o
nothing,

Mr. North: They said they wounld acecep

" Wellingtan-street ?

The MINISTER TFOR WORKS: Yes
provided they were given the other rout
Is not it preposterous to propose that th
Cottesloe taxis should be allowed to leav
the railway at Claremont, eross to the Perth
Tremantle-road, go along that road for som
distance and then back to the railway?

Mr. North: That is their business.

The MINISTER T'OR WORKS: It woul
mean their cutfing into the business of th
Fremantle taxis. T am told that the Fre
mantle-road is dangerous and that the num
ber of taxis plying on it shonld be limited
If T limited the nnmber to-morrow, I ar
told they would be satisfied. That was tol
ta me at the deputation. Their advoeate 1
the Legislative (ouneil said if that wer
agreed to it wonld meet the whale objection
But they want to run along that route.

Mr. Thomson: You do not say that th
Fremantle-road is congested.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS:
did not say so.

Mr. E. B. Johnston: The whole troubl

No, |

* is that the taxis will not pull to one sid

when they draw up. '
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The MINISTER FOR WORKS: A regu-
lation was put through that only these ve-
hicles on the road at a certain date should be
granted licenses. The Act sets out that if
in the opinion of the loeal authority the re-
quirements of the distriet do not warrant
further licenses, the Government may refuse
to grant further licenses. The Crown Soliei-
tor said the regulation as framed was ultra
vires and could not be enforced.

Mr. Sleeman: It took a long time to find
that out.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: No at-
tempt was made to enforce it. At present
the William-street-St. George’s-terrace gorner
is the terminus for no fewer than 115 taxis
and 36 charabanes, and in the middle of
8t. (teorge’s-terrace is a lavatory. That is
the dend spot in the city that the hon. mem-
ber spoke aboui. At that point the big
vehicles have lumberingly to turn around and
there is considerable congestion. The busi-
ness people have threatened the department
with legal action owing to the congestion in
front of their premises. We have been
warned more than once that unless steps
are taken to prevent the congestion, legal
proceedings will be started. Consequently to
ask us to permit other taxis to stop there
and canse further congestion iz quite ont of
the guestion. Much has been said about the
attitnde of the mayor of Cottesloe. The
mover of the motion referred to it. It was
actunlly snid that the Minister who made the
specch in another place did not correctly set
out the views of the Mayor of Cottesloe.
The Chief Secretary was provided with his
information by members of the Routes Ad-
visory Committee, and he discussed the pe-
sition with them. Let me read to the House
the report that the committee gave him when
the mecuraey of his statements was ques-
tioned, Mr, Drew sent along a minute com-
plaining that his statement bad been ques-
tioned, and this iz the reply—

The Hon. Mr. Drew’s minute and the eir-
cular letier isswed by Mr. Bryan (Mayor of
Cotteslov) were placed hefore the Routes Ad-
vigory Committee on Wednesday last, and after
discussion the following resolution was passed:
Mr. Backshall moved and Mr. Sumpton seconded
—!'"That this committee confirms information
given the Hon. Mr. Drew by the chairman,’’
It is ineorreet that the conumittee were rein-
forced by Tnspector Hunter and advantaged
by representatives from the City Council.
That was a statement made by the Mayor of
Cottesloe.
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A conference was held under the provisions
of the statute by which the Advisory Commit-
tes, on behalf of the Minister, requested the
attendance of delegates from the Cottealoe and
City ot Perth Coumecils. It is discourteous to
refer to the delegates from the City Council
as ‘‘advantaging’’ the Routes Advisory Com-
mittee for the reason that they attended and
gave the best of their views quite as fairly
aud independently as the Cottesloe Council,
and the conference was really at the instiga-
tion of the latter council. Inspector Huater
wasg present as an expert in traffic matters, the
same as Mr. Higge, who accompanied Coun-
cillor Howling on behalf of the City Council,
and Mr. McLaren as the expert for the Cot-
tesloe Couneil. In regard to the discussion,
the Mayor of Cottesloc oceupied the primeipal
part of this, and the summary of his remarks
was that be was principally coneerned in get
ting a serviea between North Cotesloe and the
city by the most direet rounte for his rate-
payers, and the route in question was the out-
eome of his suggestion. The whole of those
present were unanimous in regard@ to the route,
and when it came to the question as to what
the terminal point should he, it was then that
Mr. Bryan made the three suggestions and
after these were discussed, resulting in Wel-
lington-street, the question as to what par-
tieular part of Wellington-street was discussed.
The Mayor of Cottesloe suggested that he
would retire, but was prevailed upon to re-
main whilst the question was discussed as to
whether the cars should stop upposite the Rail-
way Imstitute or go across William-street and
land their passengers near the railway car-
riers’ rank, The discussion of this latter point
waa referred to by Mr, Bryan as outside his
direet concern. The brief ehorthand notes at-
tached hereto clearly show that Mr., Bryan did
not suggest retiring until the whole route had
bern scitled, and it is quite clear from these
notes that hoth Mr. Bryan and Mr. MeLaren
took a lively part in the discussion, not only
of the route hut also in connection with fares,
timetahles, ete., and the lighting and shelter
at the terminal point, resulting in the generons
offer of the City Counecil representative (Coun-
cillor Howling) that an extra light conld be
placed at DBazaar-terrace if that should be
decided upon, The subsequent action taken in
regard to the matter is contained in the preeis
hereunder. A regular round table confercnee
took place, and Mr. Bryan had by far the
greater part of the diseussion, which was quite
agreed to as he was most concerned, There-
fore he should have been the last to put for-
ward such a cirevlar as this.

From the shorthand notes taken, this is what
occurred—

TInspector Hunter said he had received nn
ohjection from the Technical School author-
ities nasking that the taxi atand he shifted
from their vieinity. The stand 'in front of
Winterbottom?’s was suggested.  Councillor
Howling said that if the Traffiec Department
thought Bazaar-terrace was a good place, he
did not think they would have any objection,
and that there would be mo objection tn an
extra light heing placed. there. Mr. Bryan
said that if the inspeector did not want St.
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George’s-terrace, he would be willing for the
stand to be made in Wellington-street near
King-street, It was suggested that the exaet
point should be fixed in Wellington-street, but
the stand was to be fixed after the City Coun-
cil had consulted with the Traific Department.

That surely disarms all those who say that
an arrogant attitude bas been adopted, that
those people have not been consulted or their
views obtained, when they actually assented
to what had been done until the taxzi owners
started to raise objections.

Mr. North: You admit that the Welling-
ton-street terminal was a bad choice.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Yes,
that is my personal view, Let me repeat
what I said to the newspaper reporter—

The effect of the disallowance of these regu-
lations by the Legislative Coupeil can be
summed up under three headings:—Firsi of
all it deprives Cottesloe of any omnibus route
at all; second, it deprives those men en-
gaged in the business of eonducting that busi-
ness, and third, it i8 going to make the ad-
minisiration of the Aet more expensive.

The member for West Perth has ‘obviously
overlooked the regulations that were framed
in 1924, or be could not possibly hold the
opinion he has expressed to-night. The reg-
ulations, prescribed on the 24th October,
1924, and laid before both Houses of Par-
linment, were not challenged and conse-
quently they now have the force of an Aet
of Parliament, They read—

No person shall eause or permit any vehicle
lirenred as a passenger vehicle to ply as an
omnibus within the metropolitan area ealse-
where than along the routes indicated and sel
forth in the schedule hereto.

Every holder of n passenger vehicle license
in respect of o vehicle plying as an omnibus
within the metropolitan arca shall, within
seven {ays after the passing of these regula-
tions, present his license to the proper licens-
ing authority, who shall enuse to be indorsed
thereon thbe route along which the vehiele is
authorised to ply.

Tvery passenger vchicle lieense hereafter is-
sued for any vehicle which it is intended shall
piy as an omnibus within the metropolitan
aren shall have indorsed therecn the route
along which sueh vehicle shall ply.

No person shall cause or permit any pas-
songer vehicle plying as an ommibus to ply
along any route within the metropolitan area,
except that indorsed on the passenger vehicle
liconae issued in respect of sueh vehicle.

("onsequently if there is no route preseribed
for Cottesloe, there ean be no service. That
is plain to anyone who can read English
and nobody can contend otherwise. The fault
of Cottesloe’s not having a taxi serviee
when the law is enforced will not rest with
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the Government or with me, but with th
champions or those who pretend to be th
champions of the taxi owners and the Legi
lative Council. I have tried twice to giv
Cottesloe a route, and beeause objection i
taken to ome feature of it, the taxi owner
say they will not have any route at al
I regret Lhat they seem to want to take a
extreme aititude all through, and not t
modify it in any way. Had I been ap
proached regarding a modifieation of th
terminus in the eity, something could ob
viously have been done. The taxi men’s sug
gestion to run the joy ride along Claremon
and then back to the ordinary route show
that the taxi service to Cotiesloe is not .
payable concern, that it is not the Cotteslo
business the men want, but the business fron
here to Cluremont. They were not prepare:
to give the shortest route to the Cotteslo
business. Evidently the Cottesloe traffic i
not payable, and these men want fo cub int
business already being catered for by 120
others, according to the statement of thes
men themselves; otherwise the propositior
is not payable. I have put forward my viev
that the Cottesloe taxi men should have
accepted the route, becanse now they have
no route and cannot ply.

Mr. North: But they followed the ronte

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: They
should heve aecepted the route and ap-
proached me for a modification of the Pertl
texminal, which the hon. member declare:
to be their main eoncern. TUndoubtedly somce
arrangement would have been arrived at
and then the men would have been able to
carry on their business.

Mr. North: Do you blame the men for
the Council’s action?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: C(er-
tainly. The hon. member surely does not
want me to believe that the resolution was
moved without having been prompted!

Mr. North: There was no suggestion as to
route, only as to terminal.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Mem-
hers would not have moved without being
prempted to move. The Leader of the Op-
position by his interjections and his speech
tells me that my duty is to administer the
law. The law is that no omnibus ean trade
except on a preseribed route,

Mr. Davy: The law?®

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Yes: the
law. The regulation I have just quoted
states that distinetly.

Mr. Davy: That is the regulation which
was disallowed.
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The MINISTER FOR WORKS: No,
Mr. Davy: Was it not disallowed?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: It was
gazeited in 1924.

Mr. Davy: But was it not disaltowed?

‘The MINISTER FOR WORKS: It was
never even challenged.

Hon. G. Taylor: Does not this motion chal-
lenge it%

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Even
without the regulation, the Act makes the
matter quite clear. The Opposition Leader
has urged that I administer the Aect, and the
Agt says these people can only ply on a
prescribed route. There is no preseribed
route in Cottesloe.

Mr. Davy: Where does it say that in the
Act?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I wil
administer the law, and I hope these people
will show themselves prepared to aceept the
law.

Mr. Davy: But where does it say that in
the Act?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: In my
iudgment these people have been hadly ad-
vised, and the advice given them is likely to
prove exceedingly expeusive. They should
show that they are prepared fo live within
the law, like other people. There has been
absolutely no persecution whatever, If there
is any charge to be made against the Gov-
ernment, it is the charge of having stood
idly by too long. Since 1924 the chara-
bhanes have paid fees and kept to their route.
These other people, catering for the same
clas of business, have neither puid fees nor
kept to the route. If they hold the view
that that is to continue for all time, the
Minister will be lacking in his duty i he
does not enforce the law. The member for
Claremont (Mr. North) urges that these
people shounld select their own route.
If they are allowed to do that and
in doing so to eut out the very
vitals of the railway fraffic, the only
thing that can happen is that the country
people will have to pay higher fares and
freights, while the metropolitan people will
enjoy the convenience. That will be tha
position. As to the Fremantle terminal for
charabanes, an agreement has been reached,
Tt wonld have heen gazetted ere this but
that we wanted to clear up the other posi-
tion. The new terminal will be Elder Place,
near the gas works, thus avoiding the eon-
gestion of traffiec. As regards the license
which was read out by the member for
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Claremont, the date, lst August, is long
before the disallowance of the regulation,
which occurred on the 26th October. I
ghall have the matter inquired into, though
I can hardly credit that the police have
done sueh a thing. I hope the House will
not regard either the Government or myself
as opposed to up-to-date tramsport. One
would be denying the obvious were one to
say that motor transport had not dis-
possessed a great many of the old transport
methods. 1 would be the last to suggest
that anything should be done tn damage
motor transport. But there must be regula-
tions, and the men must be given to under-
stand that the law is to be obeyed. They
openly defy nnd taunt the police, and seek
to make the position as difficult and chaotie
as possible. They declare they can pull
strings and nse influence that will prevent
any regulation whatevar from hecoming
effective. In October of last year the law
was made perfectly elear. Prior to that
time doubt existed, but sinee then if has
been made quite definite that these motor
carg were omnibuses. The money from the
fees does not go to the Government, but to
the local authorities; and the traffic pool
has lost thousands of pounds owing to that
part of the Aect not being enforeed. On
behalf of the Government I say that from
now on the Act is to be enforced. The
police have instruetions to that effeet. I
hope the men will be reasonable and will
recognise that they must keep within the
law as other members of the community do.
If they are prepared to obey the law, they
will find that the Government and everyone
connected with the administration of the
Act will show them every consideration and
make their oceupation as profitable and con-
genial as possible.

HON, G. TAYLOR (Mt. Margaret)
[8.25]: The Act and the regulations have
been fully discussed. The complaint of the
member for Claremont (Mr. North) re-
ferred to the terminal point in Perth, and
to seven taxi drivers who are returned
soldiers. From the hon. member’s speech it
seemed to me that these factors prompted
him to move the adjournment of the House,
especially having regard to the urgency of
the case and the fact that the men have
heen compelled to pawn their furniture in
order to pay license fees. On top of all
that, they were prevented from operating.
The Minister need have no doubt as to
whether the regulations have been dis-
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allowed. They were disallowed on the 25th
October, according to the records of Parlia-
ment; and the license which has been
quoted was issued on the 26th October, the
following day, while the ronte is prescribed
on the back of the license.

The Minister for Works: There is some
mistake thege.

Hon. Q. TAYLOR : But for the document-
ary proof of the mistake. a contradiction
coming from the Minister would have been
accepted as final. Now we find that
although the Minister doubted the mistake,
nevertheless it is a faet. Most of the Min-
ister’s reply was directed to the speech of
the member for Fremantle {Mr. Sleeman),
and dealt with the diffienlties, trials and
tribulations of the Fremantle people. The
Minister devoted very few words to the
complaint of the member for Claremont re-
garding the seven men who are in financial
difficulties, and who deserve some considera-
tion as their ears are now omnibuses. Regu-
Jation 4, which was disallowed, merely re-
peats a regulation gazetted in 1924. If the
1924 regulation stands in view of Regula-
tion 4 having been disallowed on the 25th
Octoher, I do not think the Minister is
quite right, notwithstanding the aunthority
of the Crown Law Department to the effact
that the regulation of 1924, being unehal-
lenged, holds good. The other regulation,
practically in the same terms, was dis-
allowed. That being so0, I naturally infer
that the previous reegnlation eannnt hold
good.

The Premier: That matter will be decided
by the court.

Hon. G. TAYLOR: The Premier is right
as to that. The Aet gives the Governor
power to make regulations. Such regula-
tions merely execute the authority of the
Act of Parliament. If regulations drawn
up by the Crown Law Department are ulira
vires, they will be disaliowed by onr courts.
But Parliament reserves to itself the right
to disallow regulations whether they are in
accordance with the Aet or not. Parlia-
ment ean say, “We do not like them, and
we do not want them.” A resolution of
either House can disallow regulations; and
when these regulations were tesied in the
House, thevy were disallowed. The reason
for the disallowance was not that the Gov-
ernor had not every authority to mazette
them and make them law, but that Parlia-
ment did not like them. The Minister has
sought to stress the matter from another
aspect. It is no use trying to confuse people
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as to this. If the regulations were ulfra
vires, the eourts would disallow them; but
Parliament reserves to itself the right to
say, “Whether the regulations are or are
not in keeping with the authority we gave
you to frame them, still, if we do not like
them, we will disallow them.” The Min-
ister said in plain language that they had
no right to run on any route; there was no
ronte open to them.

The Minister for Works: Not in Cottesloe,

Hon. &, TAYLOR: That was the ecause
of the hon. member's grievance, but now they
are cut elean out and the Minister has es-
pressed his intention to sce that the law is
carried out.

The Minister for Works: The intention
of the Government.

Hon. &. TAYLOR : How does the Minister
tally that with the view of other members
of his party? Surely they had sorme ground
for moving the motion in another place.
They did not move it out of pique. Tkey
mugt have had strong reason for taking the
action they did.

Mr, North: And against their own Gov-
ernment.

Hon. ¢, TAYLOR: It is all very well
to treat the matter lightly. Those members
in another place must have bad strong re-
presentations made to them and they musi
also have felt that there did in reality ex-
ist, a grievance that required to be remedied.
We should look at the wmatter fairly and
squarely and if we do so we must come to
the conclusion that the Government have not
done the right thing in connection with the
regnlations. If the Public Works Depart-
ment keep on framing regulations I have no
doubt that in time to come they will be able
to prepare a set that will be neceptable to
both Houses of Parliament. Unfortunately
up to date they have been very unsuecessful.

The Minister for Works: I do not think
T am ever likely to satisfy the Upper House.

Hon. . TAYLOE: You cannot even sat-
isfy your own party in that House. I have
no intention of repeating anything that was
gaid in another place, beecavse if I did so 1
would be ruled out of order, but I do know
from eonversations, that the ease put up for
the defence of those regulations swayed the
House in their favour uatil the member who
moved the motion replied. That reply, I
understand, was so scathing on the Minister
and in regard to the inaccuracies. that he
had no difliculty in securing the disallowance
of the regulations.
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The Premier: And if the Minister had
had the opportunity to reply, he, too, wounld
bave shattered those arguments. Unfor-
tunately the mover of the motion had the
last say, and was able to make any state-
ment,

Hon. G, TAYLOR: The intention of the
member for Claremont to move the motion
this afternoon was made known several days
ago. 1 know that when it is proposed to
submit a motion for the adjournment of the
House, it is the proper thing for the mover
to acquaint the Premier,

The Premier: All explanations are ae-
cepted, but that does not aifect the situation.

Hon. G. TAYLOR: Then the Minister
ecomes along with a leather ease filled with
documents and supported by the Under See-
retary sitting at his clbow, and beside
him the Sceretary of the Police Department.
He wanted to make sure that he would not be
without all the information that he required
to defeat the motion of the member for
Claremont,

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: A whole body-
guard.

Hon. G. TAYLOR: The member for
Claremont has sufficiently ventilated the
matter and now I am sure he will not press
the motion. In any case, he would not get
a fair vote. Members opposite could not
vote for the motion; if they did, it would be
an expression of no confidence in the Gov-
ernment. If we had been disvvssing the regu-
lations, members opposite would have been
free to vote as they pleased, but not so with
a motion for the adjournment of the House,
which, if carried, would have to be taken as
s vote of no confidence. The matter hag been
sufficiently ventilated now to enable the pub-
lic to get an idea of the attitude of the Gov-
ernment on the question, and fowards the
seven men who have invested their all in the
business even to the extent of mortgaging
their furniture, for the purpose of earning
a living.

The Premicr: Go on, more sob stuff.,

MR. NORTH (Claremont—in reply)
[8.37]: T presume I have the right to reply.

Mr, SPEAKER: It i3 a moot question
whether the hon. member has the right to
reply, but as it has hitherto been permitied,
on motions for the adjournment, the hon.
member may proceed.

Mr. NORTH: I am sorry that the Min-
ister is still in the dark as to what were the
needs and wishes of the men concerned. The
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route was applied for over and over again,
and I myself interviewed the Minister and
meetings were held in  Cottesloe and
Claremont. There has been a good deal of
eorrespondence and the men approached
the routes committee. Further, the muni-
cipal council passed resolutions, and
yet in face of all this the Minister was
not aware that Wellington-street was selected
as the terminus, ond that it was not the de-
sire of the men to leave St. George’s-terrace.
On the 17th September I wrote to the Min-
ister for Works and staied that the City
Couneil had granted to the service a splendid
stand in St. George's-terrace. So far as I
am aware, all the councils and road beards
coneerned are prepared that the existtng
route should be maintsined. I asked the
routes committee to receive evidence from
the men concerned or from anybody they
wished on this question, That application
was never replied to and therefore all we
ean assume is that there was a determined
effort on the part of those in authority to
erush the service by letting the drivers have
the foolish route as set out in the first regn-
lation or else the foolish terminus as pro-
posed in the second regmlation. Either those
interested were to have = dud route or they
were to be given a terminus where respect-
able women could not with safety wait at
night time. There was reasonable ground
for complaint. It was idle to say that St
George’s-terrace was congested to such an
extent that a stand could not be granted for
one car in front of the Technieal School.
I am astounded that twe Minister should
seriously contend that the seven taxis
running at iotervals of a quarter of
an hour, should do any harm by hav-
ing their terminus in St. George's-terrace.
There was a determined effort on the part
of the anthorities to crush the service by
providing either a foolish route or a foolish
terminus. In all fairness T should be allowed
to explain the attitude of Mr. Kitson in an-
other place. It was said that he was agitat-
ing in the direction of defeating the Act, or
that it should be ignored. What he did say
was that the regulations limiting buses
to specified routes sheuld be thrown
ovt. Otherwise there would have been
no possibility of the vehicles giving
a service to the pnblic during the
hiatus between the perind when the then
existing regulations were thrown out and
when the Minister would frame new ones.
Another place expected that the regulations
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would be brought into force again exeept-
ing, of course, those that had been objected
to. If the Council had accepted the regula-
tions, the Minister would have said, “The
law is that the terminus skall be in
Wellington-street and T must rigorously
enforece it.” The Conncil’s endorsement
of the disallowance of the regulations
proves that we were justified in bringing the
matier forward and it was proof that the
taxi drivers had been persceuted for some
time past. I hope the matter will not end
here, and thongh the Minister said that these
men were defying the law, I assure him that
they are willing to abide hy the law. They
have always beea willing to do so and they
express the hope that the Minister will bring
in regulations at the earliest opportunity on
lines similar to those that existed at the be-
ginning. There is a far more vita! prineiple
at stake than that of seven men losing their
livelihood, although that is bad enough. Itis
pretiy rotten to find the authorities hound-
ing out those who are trying to earn a
living under the Traffie Aet as it is now ad-
ministered. I hope that better connsels will
prevail and that the Minister will consent to
receive these men. They have tried to get
his ear. He says they have never once called
upon him, and he thought they had accepted
the Wellington-street terminus, They got as
far as the Minister’s secretary, Mr. Andrew,
who referred them to the routes committee.
With all his duties the Minister is not in a
position to deal with every matter, and this
case he referred to the committee. As soon
as the “(iazette” was out on Friday the men
went straight to the Minister in the hope of
seeing bim, but Mr. Andrew sent them to the
commitiee. They then approached the com-
ittee, T have learned this evening that the
committee would not receive them on the
gronnd that the matter was sub judice and
under diseussion in another place. That be-
ing so the men were unable to get a hearing,
although they made every effort to do so.
The Mayor of Cottesloe, Mr. Bryan, may
have heen tricked inte saying something he
was sorry for afterwards. The moment he
finished his evidence before the bhoard he
asked leave to withdraw. He was, howevar,
persuaded to remain, He was then told
that Tnspector Hunter would not allow taxis
in the Terrace, and would have them all re-
moved later on. He was also told he would
have to choose between Wellington-street or
some other place. He chose Wellington-
street hecause he was in a corner. TImspector
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Hunter should seek advice from men of
wider experience and aecquire knowledge
from larger eities.

Hon, Bir James Mitchell: It is the Min-
ister you must go for, not the inspector.

Mr. NORTH : The objection is to the
terminus chosen on the expert evidence
not of the commiftee, but of Inspector
Hunter.

Hon. @, Taylor:
affair.”

Hon. Sir James Mitehell:
ister you should attack.

Mr. NORTH : I do not want to attack
anyone, but to show the sort of difficulty we
have got into. The inspector is the Minis-
ter’s officer, and he considers that the traffie
wust be taken away from the Terrace. There
are 90 taxis using it to-day and 32 chara-
banes. There is roomn for them =&ll, as well
as for the seven T am prineipally eoncerned
with, It is a eruel thing to think that six
months ago those seven taximen enjoyed the
use of a rank. It was gazetted by the Perth
City Council, and now they have been denied
the privilege of using it. I ask that they
should be restored to their position. If the
action of these men for the last month is
closely examined it will be found that they
have obeved the law. They are looking for-
regulations by which they may abide. They
have given a service for 12 months and
should be allowed to continue it. When the
matter is dropped I ask the Minister to
allow these men to go baek to the service
they pioneered. T now ask leave to with-
draw the motion.

That is the Minister’s

It is the Min-

Motion by leave withdrawn.

BILL—LAND TAX AND INCOME
TAX.

Council’s Pressed Request.

Message from the Council received and
read, notifying the Assembly that it pressed
itz reguested amendment,

QUESTION—STATE HOTELS, PROFITS.

Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON asked the Pre-
mier: 1, With reference to the profit shown
on the balance sheet of the State hotels for
the last financial yvear, what amounts wonld
have been pavable by a private owner of
the said hotels or the following accounts:
(a} road board rates; (b) health board
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rates; (¢} licensing fees, including & per
cent. on purchase; {d) compensation fee
of 2 per cent. on purchases; (e) State in-
corne tax; (f) Wederal income tax; (g)
State land «ax; (h) Federal land tax? 2,
What profit, if any, would have been shown
by the State hotels if the heavy charges to
which all private hotels are liable were
debited agiost them?

The PREMIER replied: 1 and 2, This
information will be eompiled and laid upon
the Table ol the House in due course.

BILL—RAILWAYS DISCONTINUANCE,
In Commitiee.

Mr. Lutey in the Chair; the Minister for
Railways in charge of the Bill.

Clauses 1, 2—agrced to.

Schedule:
Mr. WITHERS: 1 move an amend-
ment—

That the first paragraph be struck out.

This relates to the Bunbury Racecourse line.
T was not aware that it was included in the
Bill until I saw the newspaper report of the
debates on the morning after the second
reading was carried. I have been ap-
proached by different bodies concerning this
fine. I have figures to dispute the state.
ment of the Minister with regard to the an-
nual revenue which he set down at £20.
The secretary of the race club informs me
that in 1923 the sum of £50 was paid to the
Railway Department; in 1924 the amoun:
was £30; in 1925 it was £45; and in 1025
it was £52 10s, Last year the show com-
mittee paid £5 16s. for shunting charges of
stock and material. In addition, certain
sums were paid on aceount of the passenger
traffic veturns. In 1923 the Railway De-
partment authorised the expenditure of
£432 for the construction of a show ground
platform. This ground is used for show
purposes as well as for sports, and it will
be the genwral reereation reserve of Bun-
bury. Even now people are Jooking it over
with a view to establishing a motor speed.
way there. Other people are conmsidering
the clearing of the racecourse as an emer-
geney landing ground for aeroplanes. Trucks
have frequently been loaded at the head of
the line for the carriage of tnart, stone, and
gravel, and eould be used acain in connee-
tion with the operntions of the Main Roads
Board. The Minister wounld be unwise to
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take up these rails. I have received a tele-
from from the acting Mayor of Bunbury,
saying, “Understand Government propose
removing racecourse railway. Council and
residents strongly protest against action of
Government without being consulted.” I
have also a letter from the town elerk
stating that other loeal bodies are in-
vensed at the idea of the line being
taken up., It is only 1% miles in
length, and I do not know what gool
purpose eould be served by removing it.
The secretary of the Bunbury Race Club
informed me that it was intended to run
special trains from Perth to Bunbury in
order to convey passengers and horses
diree} to the racecourse. I believe the same
thing is done at Northam and York. At
present the horses have to be landed on the
main platform at Bunbury because there
are no yarding facilities to enable stock to
be detrained there. There is a possibility
of the establishment of superphosphate
works adjacent to the line and in view of
these considerations I hope the Minister
will not be hasty regarding the line. I
realise from the railway point of view that
it will cost a considerable amount to put
the line in proper order for passenger
traffic, but why did not the Railway De-
partment safeguard the pogition long ago?
There is a danger from show stock taken
through the streets of Bunbury and that
will be necessary if the railway is taken
up. Such a thing is not allowed in Perth
or Claremont. I do not see why the rail-
way facilities should be taken away seeing
that the rails will be of such little value
elsewhere.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: I
wag surprised to hear the figures quoted by
the hon. member, seemingly with authority.
They were apparently supplied by people
who should be in a position to give figures
correctly. It is not usual for a Minister to
test the financial details supplied to him by
his department. Such figures are always
accepted in good faith, The departmental
figures supplied to me showed that the earn-
ings avernged £20 for the past three years.
If one organisation, such as the Race Club,
can show that £30 was paid in one year,
someone will have to find onl where the
difference Lias gone! During the 314 years
T have been Minister for Railways the de-
partmental fizures have always stood the
light of investigation. The point is that
the line cannot be used without an expendi-
ture of between £700 and £1,000. We have
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endeavoured to keep trains working over
the line, but at a reduced speed of eight
miles an hour.

Hon. G. Taylor: It would be a grand
thing to go to the races at eighf miles an
hour.

Mr. Sampson: It wounld create the proper
atmosphere.

The Premier: I think the motors would
heat us there.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: We
have to consider the question of safety, and
if the engineers report that the line is in
bad order and requires an expenditure of
upwards of £700 before the safe working
of the line ean be guaranteed, I will not be
prepared to say that the trains must run,
nor will I be prepared to recommend the
Treasurer to spend that money.

The Premier : 1f the amendment were
agreed to, it would simply mean that we
wonld close the line up and let it stay there.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: That
would be the position.

Mr. Lindsay: Anyhow, a mile and a half
1s not far to walk to a raeecourse.

The Premier: Many people have to walk
back after the races.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: If we
agree to the schedule, and the line is taken
up, will the taxis be permitted to run over
the route to the racecourse? Is there any
guarantee that they will not be prevented
from doing sof

The Premier: There is an open go down
there.

The Minister for Railways: That question
is dealt with by the local anthorities, as it
is outside the metropolitan area.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: I think
the Minister should ascertain whether the
returns he quoted are correct before he asks
the Committee to agree to the line being
taken up.

Mr. SAMPSON: I hope the Minister will
agree to accept the snggestion made by the
Leader of the Opposition. There can be no
need for expedition in this matter. The
Minister when moving the second reading
was silent respeeting the Bunbury race-
course line. The taking up of this line
would be a very serious matter to Bunbury,
and T hope the Minister will reconsider the
departmental decision. The delay involved
will nof injore anybody.

Hon, (. TAYLOR: The Minister on the
second reading told us the position of the
three lines, what they were earning nnd the
losses involved. This is purely a depart-
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mental matter. The Minister has been in-
formed by the Commissioner of Railways
that it is necessary to pull up these lines
and utilise the rails for other purposes. I
expeet the Minister has been just as accu-
rately informed as to the Bunbury line as
he was with respect to the goldfields lines.
The Committee would not be justified in
accepting the suggestion of the member for
Bunbury that the Minister's statement re-
garding the Bunbury line was incorrect.
There is a diserepaney somewhere, and the
Railway Department is a pretty shrewd
iudge of the value of its lines. If I were
to disbelieve the Minister as to the one line,
T shonld have to dishelieve him as to the
other lines.

Mr. WITHERS: As I have said, I called
at the office of the secretary of the Bunbury
Raee Club. and that official pulled out his
book and read out the figures for 1623, 1924,
1925 and 1926. 1 put down the figures as
he called them out, so I could searcely have
made a mistake. Therefore I must aceept
these fignres. This railway was construected
and actoally used for traffic before the Biil
authorising its construetion was passed. I
hope that, if this Bill passes, the Blinister
or the department will not be in a burry
fo put it into operation. It would be an
awfnl pily if the line were removed and
then within the next 12 months we had some
developments that would necessitate the
putting back of the line.

Amendment put and negatived.
Schedule put and passed.
Title—agreed fo.

Bill reported without amendment, and the
report adopted.

BILL—MENTAL TREATMENT.
In Committee

Resumed from the 27th October. M.
Lutey in the Chair: the Minister for Health
in charge of the Bill.

Clause 4—Involuntary patients (partly
considered) :

The MINTSTER FOR HEALTII: When
last the clause was under discussion, the
question was raised as to whether Subelanses
1 and 2 should be read jointly or separately.
I have since consulted the Crown Solicitor
on the point. He says it is clear that the
1wo snhclauses must be read conjointly. The
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one provides the wnethod under which the
order can be issued, whilst the other pre-
seribes the proofs that must be provided.
However, since there is the possibility that
some justices mignt read Subeclause 1 sep-
arately, the Crown Solicitor suggests that to
make i¢ quite clear we should delete the
aumeral “{2)"” and so make the first and
fecond subelauses read as one.  He alsy
suggested the addition of a proviso to get
over the difReulty, pointed out by the mem-
ber for Perth and other members, of ob-
laining two medical certificates in a remote
district. A further amendment suggested
by Mr. Bayer is that in the proviso to Sub.
clause 6, dealing with the extension of treat-
ment, we should stvike out “may” and in-
sert “shall,” T move an amendment—

That in Subelause 2 ¢‘ (2)’* be struck out.
Amendment put and passed.

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: I
move an amendment—

That the following proviso be added to Sub-
clause (2):—'‘Provided that if in any part
of the State it is impracticable to obtain
the certificate of two medical practitioners,
an order may be made on the certificate of
one medical practitioner subjeet to the ex-
pressed condition that the certificate of an-
other medical practioner must be indorsed on
the order within 14 days after the patient is
received into the hospital or reception house.’*

Mr, DAVY: There is no such provision
in the Lunacy Act applying to a persou
previous to hic being declared. It is neeces-
cary to have sworn testimony.

The Minister for Health: No one will be
sacepted if he bas been previously certified
insane.

Amendment put and passed.

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH : I
move an amendment—

Tbat in the provise to Subclause (8)
‘“may’'! be struck out, and the word ‘‘shali’?
fngerted in licw.

Mr. SAMPSON: The Minister has showwu
commendable consideration in meeting the
ruggestions of the member for Perth anl
the member for East Perth, but there is no
justificetion for this amendment. If two
certificates are provided at the outset, there
should be no need tor a certificate to detain
a patient for & further period.

Mr. Kennenlly: Would 'you give that
power to any justice of the peace?

Mr. SAMPSON: TUnder the proviso a
justice may require & certificate.
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Mr. Thorasen: it will take two -certifi-
eates to put a man in the bome and only
one to keep him there.

The Prewier: No, it will need the In-
spector {icneral and then another doector,
which will make two.

Mr. SAMPSON: In view of the consid-
eration given to this clause in another place,
1 sec no reason why we should alter it.

Mr, THOMSON: The proviso should go
even further. Patients should be made to
feel that they are geiting a fair deal. It is
necessary for two doetors to certify a pa-
tient as insane befure he can be admitted fo
the home.

The Minister for Health; No, a patient
will not be certified inanne.

Mr. THOMSON: When a patient 18
placed in the home he will be in need of
mental treatment. As we require two cer-
rificates in the first place, two shonld be re-
quired to extend the period. Relatives, ton,
wonld feel more satisfied if two certifieates
were insisted on.

The CHAITEMAN: Let us deal with the
amendment first of all.

Mr. EENNEALLY: The member for
Swan agrees that two medical men should
be required to cumplete the evidence on
which patiznts are received into the home,
but he objects to an amendment making it
mandatory to have an independent medieul
certifteate, in addition to the signature of
the justice, to extend the period. I appre-
ciate the manner in which the Minister has
met our eriticism. It should not be left to
a justice of the peace to extend the period
from six months to 12 months.

Mr. Davy: Or to decide whether there
shall be a Joctor’s certificate or mnot.

Mr. KENNEALLY: That is so.
the amendment wili be accepted.

Mr. SAMPSON: When the Bill was in-
trodueced in another place the perica was
12 months and Dr. Saw was instrumental
in getting it limited to six months with a
right to extend it to a maximom of 12
months. TUnder the amendment, no matter
what the condition of a patient may be,
another certificate will be required before
the period can be extended. That is quite
nnnecessary.

Mr. DAVY: T wish to go a little further
than the Minister proposes. The extension
of the period of incarceration by twice as

I hope
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much as the original period should be as
closely safeguarded as the original admis-
ston. Such words as “The medical prac-
{itioner whose certificale shall be required
shall not be a suhordinate of the Tnspeector
General of Insane” would secure an inde-
pendent opinion entirely outside the Inspec.-
tor General’s influence.

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: Two
medical certificates have been suggested for
the purposes of this clause. I am anxions
that patients under the conditions bere laid
down should receive fair treatment; but
irrespective of where the patient might be.
No aunthority in the land wounld be likely to
prefer any other medical opinion to that
of the Tnspector (General in this conneetion.
However, I want the Inspector General’s
opinion backed by another apinion. If my
amendment is earried, I shall have no ob-
jection to accepting that suggested by the
member for West Perth.

Mr. BROWN: How is this clanse to he
administered? In the case of a man out
back aecting queerly, in the first place it
would be necessary to communicate with the
police.

Amendment put and passed.

Mr. THOMSON : I move an amendment-- -

That in the proviso the words ‘‘a’’ and
‘‘practitioner’’ be struck out, and ‘¢twe?’’ and
‘*practitioners’? respectively inserted in lieu,
People who have been under restraint have
told me of their experiences, and of the diffi-
eulty they had in securing release.

The Minister for Health: They had been
certified: these would not be certifled.

Mr. THOMSON: “Medical treatment™ un-
der this measure will mean detention for six
months, exeept in the event of the Board
of Visitors recommending release earlier.
The case quoted hy the Premier gives cause
for thought, and this provision affeets the
liberty of the subject. One of my inform-
ants, who stressed the diffienlty he had in
obtaining release, is now carrying on bus
iness quite as keenly as he did hefore his
unfortunate seizure.

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: I shall
not aceept the amendment, which T do not
think is necessary. Two opinions are required
now, that of the Inspector General and that
of an independent medieal practitioner.

Mr. Thomson: What if those two dis-
agree?
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The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: Then
the patient would have to be discharged.

Mr. SAMPSON: The home to be estab-
lished under the Bill would not be a home
for certificated patients but one for the
treatment of uncertificated patients. Too
many of these amendments will defent the
object of the Bill

Amendment put and negatived,

Mr. DAVY: T move an amendment—

That in the proviso after ‘fpractitioner,”’
in line 3, there be ingerted ‘‘who is mot &
Government officer.'’

Mr. SAMPSON: Many doctors are subsi-
dised, and that fact creates a diffieulty. Fur-
ther, there is always difficulty in getting a
private medical practitioner's signature for
anything relating to admission to a home
or an asylum. The amendment refers to
extension of the time during which the
patient is treated. As regards the first sis
months of treatment, there is no provision
for a private medical practitioner’s opinion.

Mr. DAVY: The amendment is necessary,
and the words “medical practitioner” indi-
cate that the draftsman bad a private medical
practitioner in wmind. The carrying of my
amendment will afford a safeguard against
possible eertification by a junior medieal
afficer.

Amendment put and passed; the ¢lavse, as
amended, agreed to.

Clauses 5 to 9-—agreed to.

Clanse 10—A person charged with an
offence may be remanded to a hospital for
observation ;

Mr. SAMPSON: At the second reading
stage it was stated that the observation ward
at the Perth Hospital would no longer be
required if this measure passed. How is
it proposed then to treat acute and
urgent cases of delirium tremens and
the like if there is no mental hospitnl
nearer than that at Point Heatheote?
T do not wish to see the observation ward
continued, hut some temporary accommoda-
tion, surely, will have to be provided,

The Premier: Why!
Clause put and passed.
Claunse 11—agreed to.
Schedule, Title—agreed to.

Bill reported with amendments.
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BILL—STATE INSURANCE.
Second Reading.
Debate resnmed from the 18th October.

MR. DAVY (West Perth) [102]: It is
wearisome enough to have to make a second
speech on more or less the same smbject
when the two speeches are separated by
only a year. It is more wearisome at this
time of the night, and perhaps even more
wearisome for those who have to listen to
me.

The Premier: They cannot eseape.

Mr. DAVY: However, I thought the
Premier exhibited some sense of weariness
when moving the second reading. I found
bhe did not seem to quite enjoy it, and he
was almost too bored to get cross with us.
He was in a particularly good temper that
night and did not give one the idea that he
had very much enthusiasm for his task,
However, he got through his job, and now
we have to eriticise his proposition even
though it be late ut night. 1t does not seem
to me that in its immediate resuits the Bill
has any greal importance, execept to the
Government. The Government embarked
on a course of action in regard to State
insurance against the law of the land, and
it hecame necessary for them to get their
action ratified, It is only natural that they
shonld come along and desire Parliament to
ratify their action. To that extent the
passage of the Bill is of some importance
to the Government. In so far as the Bill is
to authorise them to embark npon branches
of insnrance that they have not hitherte
undertaken, it seems to me it is going to
make very little immediate difference to
the Government or to anvybody else. For
after all, even if the establishing of a State
insurance office did do everything that its
most ardent advocates claim, it is going to
make very little difference indeed to the
poclets of the workers of this or any other
country. I regret, and everybody must re-
gret, that a greater number of the wage
earners of this country are not insured.
‘We shonld like to see such a state of affajrs
as that every man in regular work would
own his own house and other property.

Mr. Panton: He ean’t do it on the wages
he receives.

Mr. DAVY: Of course I am not snggest-
ing it ean he done, but I, like every other
sengible person, wonld desire to see snch a
position as that. We all desire to see every
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man in regular work in his own house and
sccumnlating certain other property as he
goes on through life. Bnt that is not so.
So there is a very small proportion of wage
earners in this or any olber community
that has to take out insurance. That being
80, the iinmediate results of establishing a
State insurance office, even if it does every-
thing the Premier elaims for it, will not
appreciably beunefit the worker. The Pre-
mier says he has a mandate to bring down
this measure and so establish State insur-
ance in all its branches in Western Aus-
tralia,

The Premier: I said, of course, as far as
it was possible to get & mandate.

Mr. DAVY: I will deal with that in a
minute, My comment on that statement
hy the Premier, made, I admit, with bis
characteristic appreciation of the difficul-
ties facing him in establishing what he is
elaiming—my comment is first of all that
no snch thing as a mandate for anything
was gmven to the Government at the last
eleetions. After all, T take it, when a mem-
her of Parliament c¢laims he has a mandate
trom the pcople. he means that a certain
proposal eapable of being fully understood,
and  actnally fully understood, by the
people has been put to the people and that
a majority, even an appreciable majoriy,
has declared in favour of that proposal by
returning that politician to power. That,
T take it. would be more or less defining
what a mandate was. Of course the matter
T now propose to deal with has been dealt
with bafore. Yet it is necessary to declare
again that in point of faet the Governinent
did not receive, even after making doe
allowanee for uncontested seats, a majrrity
of the votes of the people of Western Ans-
tralia.

The Minister for Mines: Yes, they did.

Mr. DAVY : If we simply quote the
ordinary figures, the actual votes recorded
for eandidates snpporting the Governmnent,
and for those candidates not supporiing ik
Government. there were 63,666 for the Gov-
ernment and against the Government
76,773. Now, of course, the Premier justifi-
abhly says that that does not conclude the
matter. But if we go farther and after
making allowanees—I will admit they must
necassarily be to a certain extent arbitrary.
for we cannot make a hard and fast rule—
after making allowances for votes that
waonld have been east for the Government,
if there had been a contest with a eandidate
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representing the Government in constitu-
encies where there was not o contest, and
muking allowances for votes that would
have been against the Government if there
had heenr a contest in other electorates
where there was no eontest, we nevertheless
arrive at a result showing for the Govern-
ment 75,000 odd votes, and against the Gov-
ernment 77,000 odd votes.

The Premier: How do you arrive at the
figures? There were the uncontested seatr
You have to caleulate there.

My, DAVY: Yes; and it ia a very diffi-
enlt thing.

The Premier: You ean only caleulate the
votes that would have been cast for and
against the Government.

Mr. DAVY: Yes, but it is possible to
make an estimate and ,ret some sort of a
guide. Probably 2 person desiring to malce
out the opposite ease would have taken per-
centages slightly different. One would be
apt to do that. The result I have quoted
has been arrived at by taking the nine
seats nncontested by candidates who were
agamst the Government, six of them gold-
fields seats, and allowing a percentage for
non-Government candidates on the basis
obtained in districts of a similar kind that
were contested. I allow to the Government
in the six goldfields distriets 57 per cent. of
the votes polled and on the opposite side
43 per cent. For a place like Collie it is very
difficult to arrive at an estimate. Collie
being a strong industrial centre, although
a eonsiderable amount of farming is earried
on in the distriet, I assume that the Gov-
ernment would get 60 per cent. of the
support.

The Premier: I do not think it would
work out on the basis you have taken. A
reasonable assumption is that the uneon-
tested seats were more strongly Labour
than the seats that were contested.

Mr. DAVY: If that is so, it would cut
both ways, hecause there were six seals not
contested by Labour candidates. Take
Wagin, Beverley and Pingelly: for the pur-
poses of the fiznres I have quoted I ealeu-
lated them on the basis of Katanning.

The Premier: As contested seats.

Mr. DAVY : Wagin, Beverley and Pingelly
were not contested.

Mr. Mann: What about Toodyay?

Mr. DAVY: Toodysy is dealt with on
another basis because it is in a different
part of the eountry. Wagin, Beverley and
Pingelly might reasonably be 2aid to be
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on the same basis as Katanning, where 3[
per cent. of the poll was in favonr of the
(Government candidate. On the suggestior
that the Premier has just made, I am more
than fair to the Qovernment candidatet
when I give Labour the snme percentage ir
Wagin, Beverley, and DPingelly. The Pre
mier now says that beeauze there was nc
contest in those three dirtricts—I believe
something happened at Pingelly to prevent
jt—it is reasonable to assume that his party
would have done worse than at Katanning.

The Premier: No.

Mr. DAVY: It would cut both ways.

The Premier: You conld have taken
York, for instance.

Mr. DAVY: In York, Irwin, and Tood:
yay there was no Labow1 candidate, and
I took them on & eommon basis because
they were analogous. f[a those districts I
have given Labour 26 per cent.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: Now give us a

bit of State insurance.
" Mr. DAVY: I am becoming accustomed
to being dictated to by certain members on
the front benches, but I de not propose to
be dictated to by the member for Guild-
ford.

Hon. W. D. Johuson: State insurance
would be more to the point.

Mr. DAVY: York was worse than
Katanning in that the parcentage of Labour
supporters was only 23. On that bhasis,
which T am ready to admil is not a final
golution of the difficulty, we find that there
were polled more votes ngainst the Govern-
ment than for them. If cne can make out
cven a reasonable case, an arguable case,
that there would have been more votes
polled against the Government than for
them, if one can put up a case that is en-
titled to be considered as honest and sensible,
it is idle for the Government to claim that
they have a mandate, that ix that a majority
have declared in no uncertain voice in
favour of a particular piece of legislation.
I remind the Premier that in South Aus
tralia the Labour Government claimed a
mandate to establish Statc insurance, I
quote that becanse I know it is praetieally
impoasible to get & mandate on a snhject
like State insurance. It is difficult to get
numbers of people who are not personally
in contaet with what insuranece means, to
understand the pros and cons of it. Tt is
not a matter of inferiority of understand-
ing; it is a matter of their not having come



[1 Novemser, 1927.]

into contact with it. It is easy for the
Premier or for any of us te understand
what insurance means, beeanse we all do
some insurance and are in contact with it.

Hon, W. D. Jobnson: It is a qguestion
on which everyone is an authority beeause
everyone does some insurence.

Mr. DAVY: I am not talking about per-
sons in authority: T am talking of persons
who work hard all day and have their own
coneerns to attend to and do not come into
contact with insurance. AL one of my elee-
tion meetings I was asked why I was op-
posed to State insurance in view of the fact
that State insurance in England bad been
gueh a boon and blessing tu the people. The
questioner was referring to the national
insurance scheme establiched by Mr. Lloyd
George which has nothing to do with the
proposal we are debating at present. In
South Australia the Lubour Government
claimed a mandate from the people to es-
tablish State insuranece and they fought
vigorously to get the measure passed, but
it was thrown out by tke Upper House.
At the next election, the Government that
¢laimed to have received the mandate were
thrown out by the people. That shows that
one can take very little notice of these
claims to having received mandates from
the people. The Labonr Government in
South Australia claimed t¢ have a man-
date for State insurance; the measure was
thrown out by the Upper Fiouse and at the
next election the Government were defeated.

The Premier: I suppose they were de-
feated because they did net earry out the
mandate.

Mr. DAVY: No, they did their best to
carry it out. I suggest as a word of warn-
ing to the Premier that the claiming of
mandates on matters of this kind is at least
sometimes followed by heing turned out of
office by the people at the next available
opportunity.

The Premier: It is the first time in my
life T have taker a mandate,

Mr. DAVY: 1 think the Premier did it
with considerable diffidence, and properly

g0. Passing from the question of mandates,

which I submit is a eontention that will not
hold water, the Premier c¢laims that insor-
ance is peculiarly something that the State
can do more efficiently than can private
enterprise. He has admitted, thongh all his
supporters will not admit, that there are
many things that could be better done by
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private enterprise than by the State, but
he says insurance js peculiarly a thing
that can be run more efficiently by
the State than by -private enterprise.
After T heard that statement made I could
pot help finding it diffieult to reconcile it
with the undeniable fact tkat in New Zealand,
where State insurance has been carried on
for many years, the State Insurance Office
does 8 per cent. of the whole of the business
and the private companies do 92 per cent.
I think the establishment of a State Insur-
ance Oflice there must date back to some
time before 1890. I know my father left
New Zealand early in the 90’s, and he had a
policy taken out in a New Zealand Life In-
surance Office before he left. If there was
this exeeptional efficieney ubout the State
Insurance Office doing this kind of business,
I eannot understand why the private com-
panies in New Zealand have been able to
survive all this time and do practically the
whole of the work.

Mr. Corboy: It is difficalt to understand
why the private companies object if they do
so well,

Mr. DAVY: To tell the House the truth,
I do not know why they objcet. It Joes pot
geem to me that it will hurt them in the
slightest. I know why I object, and I will
tell the House later on.

Hon, W. D. Johnson: We have heen waif-
ing a long time to hear.

Mr, DAVY: I hope the hon. member will
be patient, If one were able to analyse the
figures, one would find that State insurance
offires everywhere in the world mainly did
their own business. The Premier fells uvs
that in Victoria, which has a State Insurance
Offiece to deal with workers’ compensation
only, one-third of the whole nf tha husiness
done by it constitutes Government business.
I am making an assertion which I cannot
support by figures, but I strengly suspect
that if we had an analysis of the whole of
the work done by the Victorian Workers'
Compensation Office, we would find that of
the balance of two-thirds practically all of
it is business that can be influenced by the
Government, snch as loeal aunthorities, ete.
The only conelusions to be drawn from the
experience of New Zealand and other coun-
tries is that people prefer to deal with pri-
vate enterprise. There is an enormous num-
ber of people who unless they were canvassel
or compelled by law to do so, would never
insure. Most members will have taken out
some insurance policy on their lives. A
prudent man does that, but how many of
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us took out a policy of our own volition
when we originally insured, and how many
of us voluntarily increase the value of our
policies? As a man’s means inerease, if he
is prudent, and can afford more, he will
increase the cover upon his life.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: I suppose you kpow
this Bill does not deal with life insurance?

Mr. DAVY: The Premier admitted that
it did. Thia Bill will enable the State Insur-
ance Office to deal with any kind of insur-
ance.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: I do not think so.

Mr. DAVY: It deals with all kinds of
insurance, The Premier does not deny that
the Bill, if ecarried in its present form,
will give him power to establish an office
to deal with all kinds of insurance, including
life.

The Premier: It is not intended to deal
with life insurance, although the Bill is a
very broad one.

Mr, DAVY: One cannot judge of the in-
tentlons of the Government, except by what
they say. We are asked to give that power.

Mr. Angelo: Perhaps they will agree to
a proviso exempting life insurance.

Mr. DAVY: No doubt this Bill, if it ever
becorzes law, will be in a very differeni
form from what it is now. just as the Bill
the Premier brought down last year, if it
had been put on the statute-book, would have
been put there in a different form trom
what it first stoed in. 1 do not propose to
pour cut a mass of fignres at this time of
the night. One of the chief pieees of stat-
istics produced by the Premier that stuck
in my mind was his statement from the New
Zealand year book regarding the New Zea-
land insurance office. He said that owing fo
the activiiics of that office the premiums
had been decreased by a very large amounnt,
I have not been able to get hold of a eopy
of the report to sce the context from which
the extract was quoted, but the Premier was
good enough to give me o eopy of the extraet
which alse appears in “Harnsard.” If it was
just that and nothing more, one would desire
to know how that eonclusion was arrived at.
It is not sufficient to say that before a cer-
tain time the premiums were so and so, and
that after the State Insurance Office bad
been established the premiums became so
and so, and that suech and such a
result was the consequence. That would be
an absurd argoment to use. I have been
informed that there have been substantial
decreases in premiums in Western Anstralin
during the past six or seven years. To quote
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one marked example, I am told that th
premium rate on fire erop insurances he
diminished from 30s. per cent. in 1909 t
17s. 6d. per cent. in 1925. That i what on
would expect. As the field of operations ex
larges and the risk is spread over a bigge
area, the underwriters should be able, othe
things being equal, to reduee the preminm:
I am told there have also been substanti
reductions in premniums in respect to othe
insurances. As towng reach a certain stag
of development and have proper fire bri
gades established, and have arrangement
for redncing the risk, the premiums com
down substantially. I suppose that if ther
had been a State Insnrance Office in 190
in this State, we would bhave been told tha
the reason why the fire crop insurances ha
dropped from 30s. to 175, 6d. per cent. wa
because that State office had been establishe
What has bhappened shows elearly that |
would not be so. T think the Premicr wil
admit that it is almost impossible to arriv
al a comparison of rates between one Stat
and another. The conditions almost invar
tably differ. Ip Wellington, where up ¢
comparatively recently all the buildings wer
constructed of wood because of the earth
quake danger, I sappose the eost of fr
insnrance was greater than in Aucklan
which is not built of woud. How can w
arrive at o eomparison of figures betwee;
two different countries? A lot depend
upon the arca of the country, the sparsenes
of the population, the climatic condi
tions and all kinds of things. A com
parison is difienlt to get at. Her
is a rough way of comparing the cos
of insurance in New Zealand to the gener:
public and the eost of insurance in Wester
Australia to the gemeral public. I quofe
the fgures myself last year and so fa
as I know they have not heen challenges
For fire and aceident insurance the peopl
of New Zealand pay per head of the popu
lation £2 1s. 11.7d., while in Westen
Australia they pay £ 18s. 174, ]
do not say that those figures an
conclusive but they furmish a roug]
guide—I defy anyone to de more tha
furnish a rongh guide—that to the people o
Western Australia insurance is costing les
than the people of New Zealand have to pay
T have no douht that if one had all th
figures possible, we might arrive at some ex
planation to show why the cost is less i
Western Australia than in New Zealand. Bu
no doubt we might also-get an explunatiol
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to show that we should pay more., I do not
think those figures I bave mentioned have
been challenged at all.

The Premier: It is difficult to judge. It
may be affected by a considerable propor-
tion of our population on the goldfields, for
instance, living in tents and so forth, for
which fire insurance is not effected.

My, DAVY: 1 agree that it ig diffienlt to
draw a comparison, and a recognition of such
difficulties may cunt both ways. It may de-
stroy any figures to show that the cost is
dearer in other parts than it is in Western
Australin, just as they may destroy figures
to show that insurance is cheaper in West-
ern Australia than elsewhere. As a matter
of fact I have not discovered any figures
quoted in the argnments advanced either here
or in South Australin where the debate was
a long and able one. I have had time to read
most of the best speeehes on the subjeet that
appeared in “Hansard” in South Australia,
and I was not able to ascertain that anyone
could prove that insurance was dearer here
than in any other State where State
insuranee obtains or vice versa. It appears
to me that we have to cut out that line of
argument, and we must consider the ques-
tion from some other point of view. The
argument that the member for Guildford
{Hon. W, D. Johnson) would advance if he
were here would be the same 23 he used re-
garding State trading concerns. It is one I
have always found diffienlt io reconcile with
his statement of principle that it is not the
funection of the State to do for the people
what the people can do for themselves. It is
the function of (Giovernment to do what the
people cannot do for themselves, yet the
member for Guildford, after stressing that
point, proceeded to say that it was necessary
for the State to establish brick works, an
insurance office and a bost of other under-
takings because they will prevent private
enterprise from charging ‘the people too
much for the services rendered.

Mr. Thomson: The State Brickworks have
not cheapened bricks at all.

Mr. DAVY: Nor has any State enterprise
cheapened anything else.

The Premier: We are sellling bricks
cheaper to-day than ever before.

Mr. Mann: Have yon broken away from
the combine?®

Mr. DAVY: T will repeat what T have
said in the past and assert that, even with
the number of hricks we ecan get from the
State works, the market will still be left
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short and so private enterprise in the briek-
making industry will still be able to exploit
the public if that is what they have done in
the past.

The Premier:
hricks——

Mr. Themson: They are no good to us in
the country.

Mr. DAVY: Surely the people can pro-
teet themselves. Let us consider the guestion
of life insurance, for instance. Let us ad-
mit that the life insurance business, if run
for profit without any check upon it at all,
would prove to be too greedy. I suppose
they were too greedy in the past, but what
was the result? Co-operative life companies
were started all over the world. We can take
one of the biggest life insurance companies
in the world, to say nothing about Australia.
I refer to the Australian Mutuzl Provident
Society, which is a purely co-operative con-
cern that is not run for profit at all. In
spite of that, there are a number of other
insuranee companies that are run for profit
and pay handsome dividends. The eo-opera-
tive effort, I presume, keeps private enter-
prise in order, while the private insurance
companies keep the eco-operative econcerns
more efficient. The remarkable thing 1s, and
I regard it is a eommentary on the enterprise
of those whp carry on such concerns withont
the neecessity for making profits, that thers
are any dividend paying life insurance
companies at all. When we know that a
company like the AM.P. hay every penny
it collects available for holding out induce-
ments by paying benuses snd providing
attractive life insuranee policies—I mean
every penny, of course, apart from ex-
penses—it 15 remarkable that there is a
possibility of others suceeeding. Without
the necessity for paying dividends, as is the
position with eo-operative or State con-
cerrs, a cerfain inefficiency may creep in
to more than compensate for the fact that
such concerns are not paying dividends.
Otherwise the old-established ecompanies
like the AM.P. would have run the other
insurance companies out of business. Just
the same we might expect the New Zealand
office to have run the other insurance com-
panies out of business nltogether. But that
has not been the experience. The farmers.
for instance, in this State un their own
co-operative comnany throuch the Westra-
lian Farmers. Thus the farmers themselves
make their arrancements to proteet them-
selves from exploitation. Therefore there

We are still making
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is no necessity, as the Premier suggested,
for the establishment of a State insurance
oflice to protect the farmers in that direc-
tion They already have the necessary pro-
tection. 1t is being efficiently done at pre-
sent. The member for Yilgarn (Mr. Cor-
boy) asked why the companies objected to
this legislation. I do not think that the
companies individually will suffer muech, if
at all, should a State Insurance office be
established. I believe they will retain the
hulk of the business they do now and most,
if not a&ll of the business the Government
will secure will be its own insurance busi-
ness and such business as it can influence.
My objection to the Bill is from the general
point of view that the State should not poke
its nose into things that should not eoncern
it, and regarding which it has no need
to interfere. It is not, in other words,
the function of the Government to do for
the people what the people can do for them-
selves. TUnless powerful arguments can be
adduced such as those in favour of the State
running the police foree, steamers on the
North-West roast, or the railways, then my
xooted objection to the interference of the
State in such matters will not be overcome.
For a man to dub himself an individualist
haril and fast and never depart from that
attifude wonld be foolish becanse when a
war is declared the State has inevitably to
nndcrtake numerous functions that it would
not otherwise do in times of peace. At any
time it may be necessary for the State to
step in and do things that it would not un-
deriake under normal eonditions. Should
there be an epidemic of disease, that would
be necessary, and the Government would
have to adopt an aftitude that in other cir-
cnmstances would not be justifiable, At
the present moment no case has been made
ont to demoustrate why the Government
should embark upon the buziness of Stat:
insnrance.  The Government told us last
year that they were only embarking upon
that business with the greatest reluetance.
The Premier and the Minister for Works
said the Government had no desire to under-
take it.

The Premicr: I think we said we em-
parked upon it with the greatest reluctance
without parliamentary authority.

Mr. DAVY: That is not so. With the
grentest possible respect for the Premier,
neither he nor the Minister said any suoch
thing durine the course of the long debate.
I challenged him over and over aguin about
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his reluctance. I am not prepared to con.
tradiet the Premier but I am merely stating
what is in my mind and what I believe was
and is in the mind of every member who
participated in the debate. At that time
the uttitude of the Premier and the Minister
for Works was that they had no desire tc
embark upon this class of business. 1 be
lieve those are the very words he used.

The Premier: The charge made against us
at the time was the illegality of embarking
on scmething without Parliamentary au-
thority, and the answer to that charge was
that we did it reluctantly.

My, DAVY: No; the statement in ques.
tion was made before any charge was made
against the CGovernment. Mr. MeCallum’s
first announcement to the people of the
Government’s intention to establish Stafe
insurance ineluded a statement that the
Government had no desire f{o enter npor
this class of business; and there was n¢
qualifieatior to that.

The Premier: That must have been the
case, beeause, as the hon. member knows
State insurance is a prominent plank of ow
platform. The Minister could hardly say
we had no desire to attempt to put intc
effect one of the prineipal planks of ouw
platform,

Mr. DAVY: Do I understand the Pre
gier wants it broadcasted that he is willing
and anxious to embark upon all the enter.
prises that are prominent planks in the
Labour platform?

The Premier: An objective is not a plank

Mr. DAVY: Perhaps not, but the objec
tive is the ultimate end to which the plank:
are directed. The objective is the ship, ant
the planks are those units which build up
the ship.

The Premier: They are not guite st
closely related as that.

Mr, DAYY: I think so. If the Premies
wants us to believe that he is anxious te
erobark upon every enterprise which th
planks of his platform set forth, he mus
be politieally anxious only. I cannot thin}
the Premier is really and sincerely desirou:
of putting them all into foree,

The Premier: We have tried every one of
them.  This is the last one.  'We hav
brought down, T think for the last two years
Bills to put into effect every plank of the
plutform. T do not mean all those resolu
tions. hrt the planks of the platform.

Mr. DAVY: T am not sobtle enouzh tc
distinguish between planks and resolutions
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I have heard the member for Menzies (Mr.
Panton) say in this Chanber that he was
bound by the resolutions of conference.

Mr. Panton: When did 1 say that?

Mr. DAVY: The fact remains that the
Premier endeavoured to fix it in our minds
that he was absolutely sincere in his state-
ment as to having no desire to enter upon
this class of business.

Mr. Kenneally: Without authbority.

Mr. DAVY: When the Premier ad-
dressed the free and enlightened electors of
Boulder, he could not quite take up that
attitude. He then added a few useful little
words. He then put in that the Govern-
ment had not been anxious to embark on
State insurance in the manner in which
they did.

The Premier: I can assure you that that
is what I had in my mind all the time. I
could not get up in the House and say I
bhad no desire to give cffect to the plat-
form.

Mr. DAVY: 1 suggest that the Premier
again turn up the letter addressed to the
Press by the Minister for Works, and also
the “Hansard” report of bis own remarks.
If he meant to put in that qualification, I
suggest that in fnture he insert his qualifl-
cations first, and not afterwards. He mis-
led me then; 1 was eonvinced, against my
betier judgment, that his reluetance to em-
bark on this class of business was genuine.
He got quite angry one night when I
twitted him about his reluctance, and the
hon. gentleman said he really was reluctant.
I aceepted as a fact that be was reluctant
to embark on this class of business. But
this year we find an entire change of atti-
tude.

The Premier: We have a mandate now,
and so my reluctance has disappeared.

Mr. DAVY: 1 presume il is highly diffi-
calt for the Premier to reconeile his actions,
when governed by his befter judgment, with
the actions which some ¢f his hot-headed
supporters would like him to take. It must
be an everlasting trouble io the Premier to
keep the extreme left quiet while doing
what he thinks right and what will be ae-
ceptable to the bulk of the people of West-
ern Australia. He is always on the horns
of that dilemma. I sywpathise with him,
and T realise that it must be a terrible busi-
ness to keep going. Everyhody knows per-
fectly well that the Premier, as Premier,
has a terrible tussle to keep that business
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in order. The reason for the establishment
of State insurance is probably that a bone
may be thrown fo the extreme left without
startling the exireme right. So the Premier
brings in this socialistic measure, The
reason why he chooses this partieular kind
of socialistic measure is that it is least
likely to give offence to the extreme right.
Of course those on the extreme right have
got used to the iden. New Zealand estab-
lished State insurance many years ago. If
the Premier could not point to isolated in-
stances of State insurance here and there,
it would frighten the life cut of the right.
That is my rooted objection to this class of
business. It “kids” the people, if I may
use a vernacular word, along the path which
the Premier’s party desirz them fo follow
towards the objective.

The Minister for Lands: And your
people have always “kidded’’ them along
the very same path; you did exaetly the
Same.

; Mr. DAVY: I should not answer that in-
terjection. A member sitting on the Minis-
terial front bench ought tv find something
petter to say to an opponent than “Tu
quoque”—“yow’re another” As I have said
here previously, I am nol responsible for
what my crowd did in the past, and I have
not yet accumulated any political sins. T
do not propose to aceept responsibility for
what they did, nor do I desire to gain eredit
for it. The danger of this measure and of
the objective aimed at is that people are
“kidded” just a little further along the
path. Inereasingly the people of this coun-
try, though not so rapidly as the peoples
of other countries, are expeeting more and
more {o be done hy the State and less by
themselves. It iz my objection to seeing
that proeess going on which makes me de-
sire fo*oppose the Bill und to express the
hope that it will be defeated.

On motion by Mr. Thomson, debate ad-
journed.

House adjourned at (0.50 p.m,



